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Battle of Britain chapel 


Whywfoyers and 
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big demand 



TUe only 

DOVER TO CALAIS FERRY 

recommended by ferre'ts 

CALL US ON 0844 2482 100 


Terms and conditions apply. *Each way, price subject to availability. 
Price includes a £5 fuel supplement. 
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The best garage 
is a safe one 



Security, convenience & reliability 


When it comes to remote controlled 
rolling garage door systems, Essati is a 
leader in innovation and quality. 

Since 1995 Essati has been an inventive roller 
shutter garage door company catering for the 
needs of the residential market place. 


In 2006 Essati introduced the insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door system, a sleek and beautiful 
modern rollerdoor of superior quality, conveniently 
operated by a small hand held key fob. This 
system combines security, convenience and 
reliability, with a beautiful stylish door of infinity, 
and it's completely maintenance free! 


ESSATI 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
01245 396910 


Remote controlled insulated aluminium rolling garage door 
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Extremist voices must 
not drown out others 


IN violent scenes that shocked the 
world this week, nine journalists, 
two policemen and an office 
caretaker were murdered at a 
magazine headquarters in Paris, in 
an act of bloody vengeance. 

The masked gunmen were said to 
have shouted that they were 
avenging their prophet as they 
committed the atrocities. 

The attack comes after the satirical 
publication, Charlie Hebdo, contin¬ 
ued to publish cartoons featuring 
Mohammed, despite immense 
pressure to stop. 

As a outlet that satirised all 
aspects of modern culture, the 
cartoonists refused to let one group 
be immune from their pencil-sharp 
observations. 

“I would rather die on my feet than 
live on my knees,” said publisher 
Stephane “Charb” Charbonnier - a 
chilling prediction of his own death, 
prompted by his defence of our right 
to freedom of speech. 

It is all too easy, in the aftermath 
of senseless violence to condemn 


entire religious groups but it is 
important that we do not let the 
vicious acts of a few extremists 
pollute our view of the religious 
communities who make up an 
important part of our county’s rich 
diversity. We offer our condolences 
to the families of those who died. 

In other news, we look at the plight 
of St George’s Memorial Chapel at 
Biggin Hill Airport - a monument to 
the 454 air crew based at Biggin Hill 
who died in the Second World War. 
The MoD are unable to fund the 
£50,000 running costs, so the 
airport has stepped in to offer its 
help to this important landmark. 

Elsewhere, we report on the latest 
on Manston Airport and look at a 
scheme in Margate aimed at 
providing early help to people 
struggling with alcohol. 

We also speak to a lawyer and rela¬ 
tionship counselling organisation 
about what to do if you are consider¬ 
ing separating from your partner, as 
so many do at this time of year. 

Have a great weekend. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC1 2JD, or via complaints@ipso.co. 
uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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i he best bed and furniture 
Winter Sale is now on! 



Best quality. Best prices. Best service. Guaranteed. 


The best beds in the world 

ROLF 5L 

BENZ LEOLUX 



the ultimate recliner 



4TEMPUR 


PRESSURE RELIEVING MATTRESSES AND PILLOWS 




ercol 


GRANGE 


DunioDillO 


VI-SPRjNG 


& 

Yves Delorme" 


tom schneider 

perfectly curved design 


Brinl^iaus hulsta IS! liqne roset 

DESIGNED FOR SOUND SLEEP 


Wells Bedding and Interiors 

44 High Street, Tunbridge Wells TNI 1XF 

01892 535555 

www.wellsinteriors.co.uk 
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Battle of Britain chapel 
rescued after funds axed 



CHAPEL: Ministry of Defence announced it intended to withdraw funding for St George’s Memorial Chapel 


Sarah Linney 

sarah. Linney@archant.co.uk 


A KENT memorial chapel built to 
honour hundreds of air crew who 
died in the Second World War looks 
set to have its future secured by the 
generosity of Biggin Hill airport. 

The Ministry of Defence had 
announced that it intended to 
withdraw funding for the St 
George’s Memorial Chapel at the 
airport in March next year. 

A public outcry followed, with 
almost 30,000 people signing a 
petition to save the chapel. 

But this week the airport offered 
to provide the £50,000 a year the 
chapel needs to stay open - and is 
waiting to see if the offer will be 
accepted. 

Managing director Will Curtis 
said: “The chapel is a focal point 
where people who want to pay 
their respects can come and we 
think it’s an extremely important 
part of our heritage. 

“I think it’s very important that 
the men and women who served 
here are remembered, and that we 
remember that human conflict is 
very costly. For future generations 
to understand war is the best way 


not to repeat those mistakes.” 

The chapel, which is an active 
church, was built in 1951 as a 
memorial to the 454 Allied air 
crew who were killed while 
operating from Biggin Hill. 
Winston Churchill said that it 
should remain in permanence. 

It is open daily and visited by 
around 12,000 people a year. 

However, the MoD said that 
“given the diminishing size of the 
congregation”, continuing to fund 
the chapel would be “an inappro¬ 


priate use of public funds”. 

It had made it clear that it would 
try to find someone to take it over 
and would not relinquish responsi¬ 
bility for the chapel until this 
happened. 

Martin Mitchener, who started 
the petition, said he had been 
contacted by people from across 
the world. 

“At one point we were getting 
more than 800 signatures an 
hour,” he said. 

“The chapel is a beautiful place 


and I think everyone has their own 
reasons for wanting to save it. It is 
a place I come to mourn and 
remember my family members. 

“The MoD could afford it if they 
wanted to.” 

Geoffrey Greensmith, vice 
chairman of the Friends of the 
chapel, added: “If we had lost the 
Battle of Britain, this country 
would have been invaded. 

“Those people gave their lives. 

It’s up to the rest of us to keep the 
chapel going.” 


Paramount Park team 
release statistics after 
second consultations 


THE team behind the London 
Paramount project have released 
statistics from their recent consulta¬ 
tions, suggesting that responses have 
been very positive so far. 

London Paramount is a proposed 
theme park and leisure complex to 
be built on the Swanscombe 
Peninsula and due for completion in 
2020 . 

The developer claims the complex, 
which would cost around £2 billion, 
would create around 27,000 jobs. 

More than 2,000 people attended 
the public consultations, made up of 
a dozen events spread over two 
weeks in November 2014 

Visitors were invited to complete a 
feedback form answering questions 
on the draft masterplan, emerging 
transport proposals and the ap¬ 
proach taken in relation to ecology 
and environment of the area. 

Overall, 786 feedback forms were 
filled in, with 82 per cent of respond¬ 
ents indicating that they approve of 
the draft masterplan for the resort, 


63 per cent of respondents approving 
of the emerging transport proposals 
and 75 per cent of respondents stated 
that they approve of plans to protect 
the ecology and environment. 

Fenlon Dunphy, on behalf of 
London Paramount, said: “To receive 
such positive feedback at this stage in 
the design process is hugely encour¬ 
aging and demonstrates the real 
enthusiasm people are showing. 

“While a majority approve of the 
draft masterplan, emerging trans¬ 
port proposals and plans to protect 
the local ecology and environment 
we know there is much more to 
discuss in the next several months 
prior to the submission of our 
planning application. 

“The next stage of public consulta¬ 
tion events will be a series of 
workshop events in spring 2015 
which will provide an opportunity 
for community members, stakehold¬ 
ers and industry specialists to come 
together to discuss and debate a 
number of different topics.” 


Farage accused of 'point 
scoring' after Paris shooting 


PROSPECTIVE Parliamentary 
Candidate for Thanet South, and 
Ukip leader Nigel Farage, has been 
criticised for comments he made 
during an interview about the 
attack on French magazine Charlie 
Hebdo in which 12 people died. 

He said: ‘ ‘We’ve got people 
living in these countries, holding 
our passports, who hate us. It does 
make one question the whole really 


gross attempt at encouraged 
division within society that we have 
had in the past few decades in the 
name of multiculturalism.’ ’ 

A number of political leaders 
have criticised the remarks. 

Nick Clegg criticised the Ukip 
leader during his regular LBC 
radio phone in, saying he was 
‘dismayed’ that Mr Farage’s ‘first 
reflex is to make political points.’ 


Dartford MP is 'glad to see 
the back' of troubled Tesco 


TROUBLED retail giant Tesco 
announced it will abandon plans to 
develop a new superstore in 
Dartford. 

The area’s MP, Gareth Johnson, 
said that the retailer had treated the 
area ‘appallingly’. 

Mr Johnson said: “This an¬ 
nouncement ends a very frustrat¬ 
ing and lamentable period for 
Dartford. 


‘ ‘Tesco has treated Dartford in an 
appalling manner and created 
uncertainty for years. 

‘ ‘I personally will be glad to see 
the back of Tesco but the important 
thing now is to work on Dartford’s 
future - a development in Lowfield 
Street without a Tesco store.’ ’ 

Dave Lewis, Tesco’s CEO said 
plans had been shelved after poor 
performance. 
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Court makes five Kent shops forfeit legal highs 


MORE than 800 legal highs seized at five Kent branch¬ 
es of UK Skunkworks have been permanently forfeited 
after court action by KCC Trading Standards. 

The shops in Gravesend, Maidstone, Canterbury, 
Ashford and Sheerness have been prevented from 
selling the products since enforcement action by KCC 
Trading Standards in July In a co-ordinated series of 


raids, officers from Kent and Medway Trading Stand¬ 
ards, with the support of police, seized samples of the 
legal highs from shops across the county and suspend¬ 
ed the sale of many more. 

Dartford magistrates said at a hearing on January 5 
they were satisfied the products were unsafe and that 
there were deficiencies in their labelling. 



Scrutiny committee to 
review the decision on 
Manston purchase order 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


MANSTON’s coffin is littered with 
final nails - and again it seems the 
troubled airport will not be left to 
rest in peace, following news that 
Thanet District Council’s decision 
not to pursue a Compulsory Pur¬ 
chase Order (CPO) will be reviewed 
by a council committee. 

The airport has been in the news 
since it was bought by reclusive 
Scottish business woman Ann Gloag 
for £1 in October 2013. 

Despite pledging to keep the air¬ 
port running for at least two years, 
its doors were shut in May 2014, 
causing around 150 job losses. 

Despite three offers from Ameri¬ 
can investment company RiverOak 
- rumoured to be between £5 and 
£7 million - to buy the site, Ms Glo¬ 
ag refused to sell. 

Thanet District Council pledged 
to look into undertaking a Compul¬ 
sory Purchase Order - where land 
is obtained by a body without 



GROUNDED: Manston in action 


the consent of the owner. 

The council maintained that it 
would only undertake this with fi¬ 
nancial backing from a full-indem¬ 
nity partner. 


Although RiverOak offered to 
partner the council, as a result of 
market research which suggested 
the airport might not prosper finan¬ 
cially, the council finally decided 
against the CPO option in December. 

In the meantime, two of the de¬ 
velopers behind Sandwich’s Discov¬ 
ery Park had acquired a majority 
stake in the land, for a rumoured 
£20 million. The site has now been 
designated as mixed-use. 

Now, in a move that will delight 
Manston-fans, the council’s scruti¬ 
ny committee of cross-party coun¬ 
cillors says it wants to review wheth¬ 
er “appropriate procedures and 
processes were followed in reaching 
the decision”. 

While the committee may not 
overturn the council’s decision, it 
can ask the cabinet to rethink the 
matter. 

The decision will be reviewed at a 
meeting next week. 

MPs will also be discussing the fu¬ 
ture of Manston Airport at a Com¬ 
mons select committee in February. 


M25: The scene of traffic officer’s death 

Censure after 
traffic officer 
death on M25 


THE Highways Agency has been issued 
with a Crown Censure - the equivalent 
of a criminal prosecution - for safety 
failings after Gravesend grandfather, 
John Walmsley, an experienced traffic 
officer with the agency, was killed by an 
out of control car. 

The 59-year-old had been sent to an 
incident on the M25 on September 25, 
2012. While he waited for a tow-truck 
for a stranded vehicle, a car skidded 
across the carriageway and hit him. 

He died at the scene. The driver was 
subsequently convicted of causing death 
by careless driving. 

The Health and Safety Executive 
(HSE) took the decision to deliver a 
censure after finding fault in the 
agency’s quarterly supervision checks at 
its Dartford outstation. 

HSE inspector Guy Widdowson said 
the incident may have been preventable. 

He said: “Mr Walmsley, who had 
worked as a traffic officer for seven 
years, was killed because he was not 
standing behind the safety barrier when 
a car crashed on the motorway. 

“If the Highways Agency had 
conducted the necessary supervisory 
checks, he may have followed the 
correct safety procedures and prevented 
him from working the way he did.” 


Search for Patrick 
Lamb continuing 

THE girlfriend of missing man Patrick Lamb has 
thanked the public for their help searching for 
him and urged anyone with information to come 
forward. 

Patrick Lamb, 28, who lives in Greenhithe, went 
missing after a night out with his friends in 
Maidstone on December 12. 

He had booked a room at the Grange Moor 
Hotel in St Michael’s Road, Maidstone, but never 
returned. 

CCTV captured a number of images of Mr 
Lamb, who was last seen in Fairmeadow at 
around midnight on December 13. 

The images show him stumbling, sparking 
fears he may have hit his head and could be hurt. 

Natasha Morgan, his girlfriend of six years, 
said: “The public have been amazing, over¬ 
whelmingly helpful and really lovely. Thanks from 
the bottom of my heart, from me and Pat’s family,” 

Anyone with information can contact police on 
101 orvisitwww.abbatalk.com/pat. 


Drug smuggler jailed 
after sniffer dog find 

A LITHUANIAN lorry driver has been jailed for five 
years and four months after attempting to smuggle 
three kilos of cocaine into the UK. 

The drugs had an estimated street value of 
£387,000.00. 

Border Force officers stopped the Lithuanian-regis¬ 
tered lorry at the freight controls in the Eastern Docks, 
Dover on September 22. idler questioning the driver, 
Ceslovas Gailius, a detector dog was used to search 
the vehicle. 

The dog, Arnie, gave a positive indication to a black 
rucksack that had been placed between pallets in the 
lorry’s load of car parts. Officers opened the rucksack 
and found three cling filmed-wrapped packages of 
white powder which reacted positively to a field test 
for cocaine. 

Gailius was arrested and an investigation carried 
out by the National Crime Agency. 

He pleaded guilty at a hearing at Canterbury 
Crown Court on January 5 and was sentenced to 
imprisonment that day. 


Ukip councillor fired 
for alleged racism 

A THANET councillor representing Ukip, thrown out 
of the party last month for making undisclosed racist 
comments, has been outed as calling black people 
‘negroes’ by The Times newspaper. 

Rozanne Duncan, who is a councillor for Cliftonville 
East, was kicked out of the party in December for 
making the comments. 

But it is only now that the full extent of these 
comments has been revealed. 

According to The Times, Ms Duncan said she had 
a ‘problem’ with black people. 

She described them as ‘negroes’ and said that 
there was 'something about their faces’. 

It is believed Ms Duncan, 68, made the comments 
during filming for a BBC television documentary 
about Ukip. 

In a statement issued by the party at the time, a 
spokesman said: ‘ ‘Ukip is expelling Rozanne Duncan 
under rule 15 of its constitution for bringing the party 
into disrepute. 

‘ ‘She has 28 days to appeal.’ ’ 
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What will make next week’s headlines... 


Ferry operator gets set 
for ruling appeal 


CROSS Channel ferry operator, 
MyFerryLink, will be taking stock 
after a Competition Appeal 
Tribunal ruled that an earlier 
decision banning it from running 
services from the Port of Dover 
should be upheld. 

The tribunal stated that the 
Competition and Markets Author¬ 


ity had jurisdiction to take the 
decision on June 27 2014. 

The loss is the latest in an 
ongoing series of legal battles by 
MyFerryLink to allow it to continue 
its services from Dover. 

The ferry provider has said that 
the tribunal accepted a number of 
the points which it made and it 



intends to renew its appeal. 

In the meantime MyFerryLink 
says that it will continue to run its 
services between Dover and Calais 
as normal. 


Get registered to vote for 
general election in May 


THE public are being urged to 
make sure they register to vote 
ahead of this year’s general 
election. 

The biggest change to the 
electoral registration system in 
nearly 100 years took place last 
year. 

It changed the way people 
register to vote. 


It replaced the old Victorian 
system - where the ‘head of 
household’ registered everyone 
living in their property - to a 
new one, in which each 
individual is responsible for 
registering themselves. 

To find out more about 
registration and voting, visit 
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk 


...also_ 

School place deadline 

PARENTS only have until January 15 to 
apply for a primary school place for their 
child if they are to start school in 
September. 

To apply online, visit the Kent County 
Council website at www.kent.gov.uk. 


Library consultation 

A PUBLIC consultation on KCC’s plans to 
modernise its libraries, registration and 
archives service will launch on January 12. 

Residents will be able to register their 
views online at www.kent.gov.uk and a 
questionnaire will be available in libraries. 


Council oppose flights 

TUNBRIDGE Wells Borough Council will 
start campaigning for a reduction in night 
flights over the area. The council made the 
decision after a public meeting, during 
which councillors decided to oppose 
expansion at Gatwick Airport. 


City Link job losses 

PARCEL firm City Link will be closing 
its depots in Aylesford and Ashford 
between Monday and Thursday next 
week. 

This will result in 11 job losses across the 
county. 



Harrisons Laburnam 6750 

Seasonal turn mattress made with 
natural fillings in 3 firmness options, 
matching bases and headboards in 
a choice of modern colours. 

150cm Divan Set MRP £2649 

SALE £1699 NOW £1499 


Harrison d! 


Krystal Bedframe With its chrome finish 
and crystal effect finials this bedframe 
gives the WOW factor. Also available 
in antique brass effect. 135cm Double 
Bedstead Was £589 SALE £475 


Clarkes 


furnishing your home 


turnishi 


KING SIZE FOR PRICE OF DOUBLE 


Kent ME14 2RF 

.uk 01622 753073 Gift 


‘One bottle of champagne on orders totalling over £1000. Limited to one per household on all orders before 11 th January 2015. 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


NTW 


Week ending January 11, 2015 7 





























Mining museum given £215,000 


Jamie Weir 

Jamie.Weir@archant.co.uk 



HAPPY: Cllr 
Watkins 


our muse¬ 
um, to ena- 


T ONBRIDGE-based Hadlow 
College has good reason to 
be happy after its 
Betteshanger Sustainable 
Park project was given a 
grant of £215,000 by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. 

The project, which will see the 
former colliery at Betteshanger rede¬ 
veloped into an environmental com¬ 
plex, received the funding for its plan 
to build a museum dedicated to Kent’s 
mining heritage. The museum will 
form a vital part of the 121-hectare 
site, and will celebrate and preserve 
the county’s unique coal mining 
heritage. 

Jim Davies, a member of the Kent 
Mining Heritage steering group, said: 
“On behalf of the mining heritage 
team on the steering group, we would 
like to add our thanks 

Hadlow and 
the HLF for 
the oppor¬ 
tunity to 
move for¬ 
ward with 



ble us to maintain our strong and en¬ 
during bonds with our 
mining communities. 

“The museum will 
provide a lasting legacy 
for the generations that 
follow.” 

Betteshanger is the 
site of the last mine 
which was closed in Kent 
during the late 80s. 

When the final pit closed, 
it caused havoc for em¬ 
ployment prospects in the 
area. 

Many of the areas for¬ 
merly associated with 
mining are still bearing 
the brunt of that abandonment and 
have struggled to adapt to the closure 
of the mining industry in the area, 
with fewer jobs and a bleaker eco¬ 
nomic outlook. 

The new development aims to 
change all of that, with a total of £40 
million invested into the site in the 
project’s first phase. It is hoped this 
will create around 1,000 jobs. 

The new complex will combine sus¬ 
tainable business and commerce, ed¬ 
ucation, sustainable energy and 
tourism. 

The HLF uses National Lottery 
money to fund projects which help 
people explore, enjoy and protect 
heritage. 

Mark Lumsdon-Taylor is the 
finance director at Hadlow College, 
and an executive director for the 
Betteshanger project. He said that 


CRUCIAL PROJECT: How the Betteshanger Sustainable Park could look 


the funding would be helpful. 

He said: “I am delighted with this 
wonderful outcome following a long 
process to get to this point. 

“This is such a crucial project.” 

Paul Watkins, leader of Dover Dis¬ 
trict Council, said that the funding 
would push an important part of the 
county’s cultural heritage to the fore 
while also helping attract tourists to 
east Kent. 


He said: “We’re delighted that 
plans to celebrate Kent’s mining 
heritage have taken another big 
step forward. 

“This is a key component of 
the plans for the Betteshanger 
Sustainable Park and will be a 
popular attraction for local peo- 

DELIGHTED: Mark 
Lumsdon-Taylor 



pie and tourists alike. 

“The aim is to pro- 
i vide a unique visitor 
I attraction that will 
combine mining her¬ 
itage alongside new, 
sustainable energy 
* technology.” 

The first part of the 
development is expected 
to open next year. 




Corporate ^ 
Membership 
100 Rounds of Golf £590+Vat 
Flexi Membership 
50 Rounds of Golf £395 
100 Rounds of Golf £750 
7 Day Membership 
£49.95 per Month 

Sunday Golf for 4 players Total £69 
Individual Golf Lessons £12 each 
Green Fees from only £9.95 
for 18 Holes 

Golf Societies Food & Golf 
start at £18 
Driving Range Balls 
from £3 


THE COURSE 


The star of the show is the 
superb 18 hole golf course, 
designed by Patrick Dawson. 
Join as a Member and enjoy, 
social golf, competitions, 
advance online booking, 
Ladies, Gentlemen’s and 
Vets Sections, plus play 
40 other courses free. 
Visitors are welcome to 
play at The Ridge 7 days 
a week; you can look 
forward to an excellent 
round on a great course, 
followed by some of our 
renowned catering in Brewsters. 


DINING 


Brewster’s Restaurant is open to the public 7 days 
a week, for Breakfast, Lunch and Bar Meals and 
Snacks. Booking is always advisable for our 
Sunday Lunch. Our team of chef’s, design all 
the menus, preparing meals from fresh local 
produce which range from bar snacks to a J 

four course dinner. Our bar hosts a range 
of favourite beers, lagers and an extensive 
wine list. 


FUNCTIONS 


Evening private dinners are fully inclusive, 
hire of Brewster’s restaurant, Full 
Operating Bar, Dance Floor. Birthday parties, 
christenings, anniversaries, corporate lunches, 
or dinners, we cater for every occasion. Separate 
function rooms are available for Funerals. For more 
details or to book call free 0800 024 8730. 


' Mays a week 
All Day Menu, Breakfast 
Light Bites, Main Meals 
and Desserts 

Silver Roast on Fridays £ 5.95 
Ridge Specials From only £ 3.95 
Sunday Roast Lunch £ 7.95 
Fixed Price Functions 
50 Guests Buffet £650 
Weddings All Inclusive £2000 
Large Patio overlooking 
the 18th Green 


For more details or to book call free 0800 024 8730 


The Ridge Golf Club, Chartway Street, Sutton Valence, Maidstone, ME 17 3JB 

Tel: 01622 844382 www.theridgegolfclub.co.uk 
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A&E wait is second 
worst in England 


Jamie Weir 

Jamie.Weir@archant.co.uk 


M EDWAY NHS Founda¬ 
tion Trust, which runs 
the Medway Maritime 
Hospital, has recorded 
the second worst acci¬ 
dent and emergency department wait¬ 
ing time in England, according to sta¬ 
tistics released by NHS England this 
week. 

The national target is for 95 per cent 
of patients to be seen in less than four 
hours. Medway only managed to see 79 
per cent of its A&E patients before the 
four-hour period was up. 

That was only slightly better than 
Cambridge University Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust, which was the worst 
in England, with 75.6 per cent of pa¬ 
tients attended to within the time limit. 

Despite Medway’s particularly poor 
performance, the picture looks bleak 
for many of the county’s NHS trusts, 
with none managing to achieve the na¬ 
tional target in the period between Oc¬ 
tober 5 and December 28. 

The figures - which are published 
quarterly - examine the performance of 
A&E departments across the country, 
and are broken down into NHS trusts, 
rather than individual hospitals. 


Dartford and Gravesham NHS Trust 
outperformed the rest of Kent, manag¬ 
ing to achieve a total of 94.7 per cent of 
patients seen to within four hours. But 
even with a better performance than 
any other trust in the county, it was un¬ 
able to achieve the national target. 

However, it did manage to outper¬ 
form the national average of 92.6 per 
cent. 

The statistics show the worst per¬ 
formance nationally since the target 
was introduced for hospitals in 2004. 

The figures from Medway hospital 
show that a total of 319 people were left 
waiting to be admitted for longer than 
the four-hour period. By comparison, 
the national average number of people 
left waiting for more than the target 
time was 268. 

Dr Sarah Pinto-Duschinsky, director 
of operations and delivery for NHS Eng¬ 
land, blamed the failure to meet targets 
on an increase in demand. 

She said: “Today’s figures show that 
in the three months to the end of De¬ 
cember more than nine out of 10 A&E 
patients in England continued to be 
seen and treated in less than four hours 
- the best measured performance of 
any major western country. 

“In the immediate run-up to Christ¬ 
mas the NHS treated 446,500 A&E at¬ 
tendees, up 38,000 on the same week 


last year. And there were 112,600 
emergency admissions - the highest 
number in a single week since we start¬ 
ed publishing performance figures in 
2010. 

“We faced similar demand over 
Christmas itself. In the week ending De¬ 
cember 28 A&E attendances were up 
more than 31,000 on the same period 
last year, meaning we successfully 
treated more patients in less than four 
hours than ever before.” 

The GMB Union - the union for NHS 
and ambulance staff - says that the fig¬ 
ures show the NHS is being over¬ 
whelmed due to a lack of money from 
the government. 

Rehana Azam, the GMB NHS nation¬ 
al officer, said: “Patients and staff are 
paying the price for the government’s 
failure to manage and invest sufficient¬ 
ly in the NHS. 

“Staff morale is low and many staff 
are required to come in on their rest 
days to help deliver care in a service 
that is massively overstretched.” 

A Department of Health spokesper¬ 
son said: “We know the NHS is busier 
than ever before, which is why we’ve 
given the NHS a record f700m this 
winter for more doctors, nurses and 
beds. The NHS has ensured there are 
plans in every area to manage the extra 
demand.” 



MEDWAY: One in five patients waited more than four hours to be treated 


THE BEST AND WORST IN KENT 


Dartford And Gravesham NHS East Kent Hospitals University 
Trust 94.7 per cent NHS Foundation Trust 91.3 

per cent 

Medway NHS Foundation Trust 

79.0 per cent Maidstone And Tunbridge 

Wells NHS Trust 90.8 per cent 



G Plan, Ercol, Himolla 
Hypnos, Vi Spring, 

Ercol, Parker Knoll, 

Duresta 

82-84 High Street, Rainham 
ME8 7JH 01634 236956 
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Lukehurst The Furnishers, Winter sale is now on! 

You'll find everything reduced with up to 25% off famous brands. 

Regarded as a leading home furnisher in Kent for over 40 years, you can buy with confidence and 
receive the personal touch from a family run business. 

So if you're looking for great savings on a new sofa, dining table, a bed, bedroom furniture, 
carpets flooring or soft furnishings, then visit Lukehurst The Furnishers Winter Sale 
now on in Rainham and Sittingbourne. Martin Lukehurst - Managing Director 


For opening times visit: 

www.lukehurst.co.uk 


Sittingbourne Retail Park, 
Mill Way, Sittingbourne 
ME10 2XD Tel: 01795 430299 
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Made in Norway 


EST.1934 


nuummi uuiiiin 


EXTRA SAVINGS 

ON SELECTED LEATHERS 


within our Heritage Sofa Colour Collection* • See instore for details 
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imagine comfort 


THE INNOVATORS OF COMFORT 



r - | • 
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Bennett £>Brown 

21-24 Windmill Street, Gravesend 
Kent DAI2 IAS 
Tel 01474 352235 

www.bennettandbrown.com 


44 High St, Royal Tunbridge Wells 
Kent TNI 1XF 
T: 01892 535555 

www.wellsinteriors.co.uk 
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A S IF all the work on the 
London Bridge line 
wasn’t enough for Kent 
commuters to contend 
with, a new Southeast¬ 
ern timetable has also been 
introduced. 

In an effort to at least reduce the 
pain of reaching some parts of Lon¬ 
don from the county, Southeastern 
believes it has come up with the best 
compromise. 

It says: “From Sunday, January 11, 
onwards, there is a new Southeastern 
timetable begins. No Charing Cross 
services will stop at London Bridge. 

“Charing Cross services to and 
from New Cross, St Johns, Deptford, 
Greenwich, Maze Hill and West- 
combe Park will be permanently di¬ 
verted to and from Cannon Street. 

“And Charing Cross services to 
Plumstead, Woolwich Dockyard, Bel¬ 
vedere and Erith will also be diverted 
to run to/from Cannon Street.” 


This is all down to the ongoing 
Thameslink programme that prom¬ 
ises to transform north-south travel 
through London. 

With more people using the trains, 
the huge rise in demand from passen¬ 
gers means it is vital that improved 
connections giving better travel op¬ 
tions to more destinations are intro¬ 
duced. 

Engineers are restricted in what 
they can do and can’t simple build 
new infrastructure and then close 
down the old lines once the new ones 
are up and running. 

The changes need to be done to 
lines and buildings that are literally 
next to each other. 

With more than 50 million people 
taking journeys through London 
Bridge station each year, it was clear 
the old place was creaking. 

By 2018, there will be improved 
connections, more reliable journeys, 
better stations and facilities, as well 


as new trains, says Southeastern. 

Network Rail is also untangling the 
track outside the station which will 
reduce delays from train crossing 
pathways and waiting outside the sta¬ 
tion for platforms to clear. 

The Thameslink Programme has 
already delivered longer, 12-car 
trains between Brighton and Bedford, 
platform lengthening at several sta¬ 
tions, track work and upgraded sta¬ 
tions including West Hampstead, Far- 
ringdon and Blackfriars. 

London Bridge station is now being 
redeveloped. It’s hoped Kent will be 
getting the same treatment. 

The Thameslink Programme is a 
partnership between Department for 
Transport, Network Rail, Southeast¬ 
ern, Southern, Thameslink and Sie¬ 
mens. 

David Statham, the managing di¬ 
rector of Southeasterm, told KoS: 
“We’ve been working closely with 
Network Rail and the rest of the in¬ 


CHANGES TO THE MAINLINE AND HIGH SPEED SERVICES 


■ Extension of High Speed from Faversham to 
Ramsgate that will serve Whitstable, Herne Bay and 
Birchington-on-Sea with an hourly all day High 
Speed service. 

■ Extension of High Speed from Dover to Ramsgate that 
will serve Martin Mill, Walmer, Deal and Sandwich with 
an hourly all day High Speed service. 

■ The introduction of a High Speed ‘Rounder’ 
service. The High Speed service will run from St 
Pancras to Faversham, Ramsgate, Deal, Dover, 
Ashford and to St Pancras providing a through 
service from North to East Kent and vice versa. 

■ Reduction of splitting and joining services at Faver¬ 
sham and Ashford to make it simpler for passengers, 
improve performance & reduce journey times. 

■ Extension of an hourly service from the Maidstone 
East line to Canterbury West. 

■ Introduction of 'skip-stop’ pattern (where not all 
services halt at all stations) on Maidstone East line in 


order to offer a more even spread of trains between 
Ashford and Maidstone and a faster journey time to 
London from stations between Maidstone and Ashford. 

■ Capacity enhancements on peak time services 
from Ashford to St Pancras and elimination of 
splitting and joining of trains at Ashford in peak 
times providing additional capacity and journey 
time improvements. 

■ Introduction of High Speed services to 
Snodland. 

■ Introduction of a mainline call at Denmark Hill that 
will provide an hourly all day, including Sundays, 
service from North Kent, Medway & Bromley South to 
Denmark Hill for connections into London over¬ 
ground and Thameslink services. 

■ Some mainline trains from Cannon Street to Ram¬ 
sgate via Medway will start or terminate at Blackfriars. 

■ Ashford to Dover will be reduced to two trains an 
hour off-peak. 


dustry for the past two years to pre¬ 
pare for this next phase of work and 
communicate the changes to 
passengers. 

“This major programme of work 
will mean significant timetable 
changes and we’re encouraging all 
our passengers to check before they 
travel to see how they might be 
affected. 

“Services are expected to be busier 
than usual while people adjust to the 
new arrangements, and so we do 
recommend customers allow a bit of 
extra time for their journey. 

“We will have nearly 200 extra 
employees at our busiest stations to 
help customers with journey advice, 
and we’ll be running as many serv¬ 
ices as possible into Cannon Street, 
including extending the opening 
hours of the station, to allow people 
who need to travel to London Bridge 
the opportunity to get there.” 

So what of the future for Kent 


commuters? Following on from the 
new January timetable, it’s all 
change again in August 2016 with 
another new timetable starting. 

This time, it’s better news as Char¬ 
ing Cross services will resume call¬ 
ing at London Bridge, but then Can¬ 
non Street services will not call at 
London Bridge. 

From 2018 onwards, the Cannon 
Street services will resume calling at 
London Bridge and Greenwich serv¬ 
ices will not go to Charing Cross. 

Passengers will also see the com¬ 
pletion of track, signalling and ma¬ 
jor bridge work around London 
Bridge station. 

The expanded Thameslink service 
will begin to serve London Bridge 
too, offering customers more travel 
choices. 

For more information on the 
changes, visit here http://www. 
southeasternrailway.co.uk/thames- 
link/j anuary2 015/ 


THAMESLINK AND THE FUTURE 


THE Thameslink programme 
makes huge promises that 
it will all be worth it in the 
end. 

It will mean more stations 
outside London can connect to 
the Thameslink route, giving 
better travel options to more 
destinations. 

There will also be some new 
trains. Not all will be replaced, 
but those on the expanded 
Thameslink route will be new 


by the end of 2018, with the 
first new trains entering 
service in 2016. 

And then there is the 
improvement to London 
Bridge, a logjam for years. 

Around 54 million passen¬ 
gers go through London 
Bridge station each year, but 
come 2018 there will be 
improved facilities and 
two-thirds more space for 
passengers. 


What 2015 
has in store 
for our rail 
commuters 

Travellers are bracing themselves for 
the start of a new timetable from 
Southeastern to add to the disruption 
services have already suffered due to 
the ongoing Thameslink works 
programme, writes Chris Murphy... 


COMMUTERS: Facing new timetable 
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Bravery and 
sacrifice from 
Second World 
War recalled 


This year is the 70th anniversary of the 
end of fighting in the Second World 
War and a host of events are planned 
across the county to commemorate 
and remember the conflict. Chris 
Murphy finds out more... 


L AST year saw the centenary 
of the start of First World 
War - now we are 70 years 
on from the end of the Sec¬ 
ond World War and Kent 
will be marking the occasion too. 

Events are still being organised but 
KoS is taking the opportunity now to 
look at what has been organised so 
far. 

The county’s tourism promoter, 
Visit Kent is at the centre of letting 
people know what’s happening to 
ensure this terrible conflict and its 
momentous conclusion are not 
forgotten by young or old alike: 

■ The terror of war throws up many 
unexpected horrors, and one of those 
that marks out the Second World 
War is, of course, the Nazi persecu¬ 
tion of the Jews and others on a scale 
not seen in centuries. 

Holocaust Memorial Day is 
January 27, and an annual Com¬ 
memoration Service takes place in 
the Garden of Remembrance, 
Sandgate Road, Folkestone, in 
memory of those who died in the 
Holocaust and subsequent genocides. 
■ Among the events will be the 
Airfix D-Day Experience at the 
Hornby Visitor Centre in February. 
The centre says its Operation 
Neptune exhibition features a huge 
interactive diorama and displays 
setting out some of the key stories 


from the Day of Days. 

■ Although major cities like London 
and Coventry saw plenty of bombing, 
Kent bore the brunt of failed drops 
from the Luftwaffe. Their pilots 
reportedly often dropped their 
left-over munitions at random over 
the county. 

To mark some of those incidents, 
the Ramsgate Blitz Walks take place 
at the start of February and again in 
future months. 

The organisers say: “These are 
guided walks or just over two hours 
around the heaviest bombed seaside 
town in the UK. Those taking part 
can relive the dark days of the 
Second World War, hear stories of 
ordinary people on the front line and 
visit the places connected with those 
stories.” 

■ Ramsgate is also the home to 
service and parade to mark Opera¬ 
tion Dynamo. This year is the 75th 
anniversary of the evacuation of 
Dunkirk by the Little Ships. 

Over several days in May, there 
will be a church service in a marquee 
on the harbour, followed by a parade 
to commemorate the evacuation of 
Dunkirk beach. 

There is also a VIP inspection of 
more than 50 Dunkirk Little Ships in 
the harbour, and perhaps a number 
of Spitfires and a couple of Hurri¬ 
canes will be doing a fly-past. 

The Little Ships that can make it, 




DUNKIRK: This year marks the 75th anniversary of the Dunkirk evacuation by the famous Little Ships 


and of course weather permitting, 
will be actually sailing to Dunkirk. 

They will be piped out by a local 
piper and, Royal Navy permitting, 
will be accompanied by a gun salute 
from the sea. Their return later will 
also be welcomed by a gun salute off 
land, this time if the army allows it. 

At the weekend, Ramsgate 
harbour will be transformed into 
May 1940, with tea dances and 
music. Big Band Concerts are also 
promised. 

■ Dreamland in Margate hopes to 
reconstruct a May 1940 reception 
centre and the Winter Gardens 
Margate will be having an ENSA 
Production with the Theatre Royal 
Margate hosting a 1940s production 
called Spitfire Solo. 

■ Dover Museum will be having an 
exhibition about the Dunkirk 
evacuation from 16 February, 
running throughout the anniversary. 

■ Of course, this year will also see 
the launch of a major attraction that 
looks back at the Battle of Britain. 
Thanks to a government handout at 
the end of 2014, The Wing is set to 
open at Capel-le-Ferne. 


The stunning new visitor and 
education centre will see plenty of 
visitors. 

Despite the government money, 
trust chairman Richard Hunting is 
encouraging supporters to keep 
giving in order to make sure it stays 
open and maintained for future 
generations. 

He said: “It costs around £70,000 
a year to run and we also need to 
make sure we have sufficient funds 
to maintain The Wing, which will 
house our exciting new Scramble 
Experience. 

“The Wing is on schedule to open 
in March during the 75th anniver¬ 
sary of the Battle of Britain, and will 
be a fitting tribute to the bravery and 
sacrifice of the men who took part in 
the summer and early autumn of 
1940.” 

The Scramble Experience will take 
up half of the new Spitfire wing-shaped 
building at the clifftop home of the 
National Memorial to the Few, on the 
white cliffs just outside Dover, and will 
use high-tech, interactive exhibits to 
tell the story of the Battle of Britain. 

The other half of The Wing, which 


will also house a retail area and a 
first floor cafe with superb views 
across The Channel to France, will 
be used as an education centre 
offering first-class dedicated facilities 
for school groups. 

The site also features the Memorial 
itself, the Christopher Foxley-Norris 
Memorial Wall, which lists the 
names of all those who took part in 
the battle, and full-scale replicas of a 
Spitfire and a Hurricane. 

■ Later in the year, in September, 
there is the Wildfire III Memorial 
Parade and Service in Queenbor- 
ough on the Isle of Sheppey. Details 
are still being finalised, but the event 
will definitely be happening. 

Other organisations are still busy 
sorting out their events, so it is 
guaranteed there will be something 
to see and do in many of our towns 
this year to mark the ending of the 
Second World War. 

For more information on all these 
events and to check back for others 
still being planned, visit http://www. 
visitkent.co.uk/micro-sites/ 
frontline-kent/what-s-on 
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Celebrating over 34 years 
of beautiful windows... 
Guaranteed 

Finance available subject 
to status, written quotations 
available on request 


Energy Window 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 

Supaglaze it! 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


Our January Sale Now On! 

Kent's leading double glazing manufacturer 


WINDOWS 

£ 1,512 
WINDOWS 
£ 1 , 890 £<3 
WINDOWS 

£ 2 , 268 r“ 

WINDOWS 




Conservatories 
& Orangeries 


4 WINDOWS 

£ 1,891 & 

5 WINDOWS 

£ 2,364 ,■*» T 

6 WINDOWS 

£ 2,836 T 

7 WINDOWS 

£ 3,309 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! Order now for fitting before Christmas 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
20th 
January 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


Open 6 days a week 


as heard on heart 

103.1 !C2.8 




FENSA 


REGISTERED COMPANY 




Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 


Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. H 


01795422877 . . 

01322290525 www.supaglazmg.eom 
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GIRLINGS’ 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 2221 999 

or Text compensation to 88802 


For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 



www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 



London Canal Museum 

- Waterways on the Western Front 

27th February 2015 I £31.00 


Spring Knitting & Stitching Show 
at Olympia 
7th March 2015 I £3700 


London Docklands & Cable Car 

with Guide 

5th March 2015 I £47.00 


For more information call 01795 423982 
or visit www.chalkwell.co.uk 
Quote ‘ARC122’ when you book. ■ J 
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Stopping and 
thinking about 
how much we 
actually drink 

When someone utters the words ‘alcohol abuse’, 
some might immediately picture stereotypical 
images of a man on a bench swigging from a 
can, or a teenager binge drinking during the 
weekend. But this is not always the case, as 
Molly Kersey discovers at the launch of a 
campaign to get us all to cut down and give our 
health a boost... 


ANY of the people who are 
abusing alcohol are actually 
hard-working professionals 
and fully-functioning adults. 
And they may not even real¬ 
ise that they are drinking that little bit too 
much, and too often. 

Kent County Council is encouraging people 
to think carefully about what they drink on a 
regular basis, and sign up to Dry January - a 
national campaign spearheaded by Alcohol 
Concern - to cut down and give their health a 
boost. 

The challenge is to stay alcohol free for 31 
days, with the hope that this will have benefi¬ 
cial effects for the rest of the year. 

The problem of alcohol abuse has been wide¬ 
spread throughout the county, with Kent hos¬ 
pitals treating approximately 20,000 cases of 
alcohol-related illness and injury a year, cost¬ 
ing the NHS in the area £108m. 

Some 272,000 people in the county are 
drinking at dangerous levels, increasing their 


risk of many illnesses and conditions that 
could lead to them dying earlier than they 
should. 

Research also shows that the number of peo¬ 
ple dying in Kent from liver disease has risen 
by 43 per cent since 2002. 

“It’s mostly preventable,” said KCC’s interim 
director of public health, Andrew Scott-Clark. 

“In a sense that bucks the trend, given that 
premature deaths from heart disease and can¬ 
cers are generally decreasing.” 

Experts are encouraging people to really 
consider how much alcohol they are consum¬ 
ing, challenging misconceptions that a few too 
many pints in the pub or glasses of wine after 
work are ‘harmless’. 

There are simple steps to take for those who 
are concerned. 

“Cut down on alcohol as much as you possi¬ 
bly can, and think about what you drink,” said 
Mr Scott-Clark. 

“We are recommending people stick to the 
recommended daily amounts, three to four 




EARLY INTERVENTION: The QEQM scheme helps people who are drinking too much 
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units per day for men and two to 
three units per day for women, and 
two alcohol-free days a week.” 

However, it is not that easy for 
everyone, and KCC works closely with 
the health service, voluntary organi¬ 
sations and other bodies to provide 
specialist support and treatment for 
those who need further help to cut 
back. 

The QEQM hospital in Margate is 
piloting a scheme to help patients 
who are at risk from their alcohol use. 
Patients are screened - asked a set of 
questions about their alcohol con¬ 
sumption - so any issues can be iden¬ 
tified, and given information and ad¬ 
vice about the help available to them. 

It started in February last year, and 
there have already been a large 
number of referrals to social enter¬ 
prise Turning Point as a result. 

There is a direct referral system, 
with nurses employed by them regu¬ 
larly in the hospital. 

It is a way to help the people who 
need specific attention and extra time 
to diagnose their problems with 
alcohol. 

QEQM alcohol misuse nurse Mal¬ 
colm Shaw said that before the pilot, 
there could be as few as seven to nine 
referrals from hospitals in the whole 
of Kent in a year. 

“In line with recent public health 
objectives we are aiming to screen as 
many patients as possible who come 
into the hospital with alcohol and 
drug use,” he said. 

“The statistics show that for about 
one in eight people it is very effective. 

“We are developing this pilot and 
we have to pray that we get the 
funding for the future.” 

If funding is granted and the pilot is 
successful, the scheme will be rolled 


out across the William Harvey Hospi¬ 
tal in Ashford and the Kent and Can¬ 
terbury Hospital, with dedicated 
teams there dealing with alcohol and 
substance abuse issues. 

Mr Shaw added: “People are at risk 
of slow and insidious damage from 
alcohol. 

“We have a real culture around the 
use of alcohol. What we have is a sec¬ 
tor of society that drinks to higher 
than recommended levels and a cer¬ 
tain percentage of them in their 40s, 
50s and 60s are coming to hospital 
with alcohol-related problems.” 

Mr Shaw said that the screening 
with enable professionals to spot 


early indicators of a potential 
problem, as people could be abusing 
alcohol for a long time before their 
health starts to suffer. 

“The chap that goes to the pub and 
has three or four pints after work, 
or the female executive who comes 
home and has half a bottle of wine at 
night to wind down - they can poten¬ 
tially do this for quite some time but 
are building up the potential for 
serious health-related issues later 
on.” 

Rita Jennings, Turning Point nurse 
manager, said: “I think people come 
in with a problem that is symptomat¬ 
ic of their alcohol use, rather than the 


alcohol use itself. Without screening 
you are not going to pick that up. 

“You can work with them and 
show them how alcohol is impacting 
on their life. It doesn’t work if you co¬ 
erce them.” 

Turning Point’s hospital liaison 
nurse, Dinesh Dhoonooah, agrees. 

“I saw a man in hospital and he 
wasn’t interested, but now he wants 
the help,” he said. 

“We give them information and let 
them know we are there for them 
when they are ready.” 

Ms Jennings agrees that alcohol 
use is firmly embedded within the 
culture we live in. 




ADVICE: Nurse Malcolm Shaw 


She said: “It’s acceptable, it’s 
available everywhere as part of our 
culture, and it’s very difficult to move 
away from that. 

“But if people can recognise that 
their dependency is increasing in any 
way, they can come and get some 
support to get it back under control. 

“Treatment isn’t all about talking 
about your alcohol use - it’s 
normalising your life again, it’s about 
the fun you used to have before you 
were drinking. 

“It’s focusing on the whole person 
and moving them forward into the 
area they want.” 

Turn to page 16 





Wishing a Happy 2015 to all our customers 

We are a small Isle of Sheppey-based company and would like to thank all our loyal 
customers and friends for your continued support and look forward to enjoying more 
happy holidays and day trips with you in the New Year. 

HOLIDAYS 2015 

WARNERS GUNTON HALL - 9th-13th March 

With a party through the decades entertainment theme, come and enjoy 
all the facilities that Warners have to offer with us. 

Price: £245.00 

MYSTERY TOUR - 23rd-27th March 

All we can do is guarantee you have not stayed at this destination or hotel 
with us before. “KEEP GUESSING!’’. 

Price: £289.00 

LLANDUDNO - 27th April-lst May 

A firm favourite, a variety themed break with afternoon teas, four course 
evening meals, a late-night buffet and great variety of cabaret acts. 

Price: £305.00 

These are just a selection of our early tours, please ring for a brochure for more 
information on other tours and day trips. 

01795 663410 or 07971 107756 

A personal service guaranteed. When you travel with Linda’s a personal service is guaranteed. Most 
day tours, excursions, short breaks and extended tours have a hostess on board to look after your 
needs, with tea and coffee available for longer journeys. Most tours and holidays go direct to your 
chosen destination with a local pick up point near to your home and no changing coaches on route. 

01795 6634tO o* 07971 107756 


Oakwood House 

Oakwood House, a grand Victorian mansion, is located 
just off the Tonbridge Road in Maidstone, Kent. 

A first-class venue for for weddings and events, The Victorian mansion’s deep-rooted 
history is clear for all to see, combining classical architecture and period features 
together with a sense of contemporary living throughout the interior of the building. 


Valentines Dinner 

14th February I £39.95 per person 

Treat the love of your life to a romantic 4 course dinner 
whilst listening to romantic classics by Sue Barnes. 
Why not complete your evening and stay overnight 
with our valentines packages. 




Wedding Fayre 

15th February I FREE I 11.00am - 3.00pm 

The perfect venue for your wedding. 

Meet our dedicated wedding coordinators and local 
suppliers offering inspirational ideas for your special day. 



Oakwood House 


Oakwood House, Oakwood Park, Maidstone, Kent ME16 8AE 
T: 01622 620720 I F: 01622 763704 
E: info@oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk I W: www.oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk 

Follow us on Twitter @HotelMaidstone @GenuineHotels 
^ Follow us on Facebook/OakwoodHouseOfficial 
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CASE STUDY: VICKY GROOM, ADMINISTRATOR 


EXPERT VIEW: LEE BUSHER, SOUTH EAST COAST 
AMBULANCE (SECAMB) MANAGER 


VICKY was referred to Turning Point after 
seeking help for alcohol misuse, and has 
been free from alcohol for two years. She 
became a peer mentor, then was employed 
as an administrator last year. 

1 ‘I decided to seek help 
because it was causing problems 
within my family and my health 
was starting to be affected. 

' ‘Initially I went to my GP, who 
referred me. 

'‘I think for me, the most 
valuable thing that Turning Point 
provides is the motivational 
interventions. 

' ‘It’s very easy to get demoti¬ 
vated, and for it to be successful 
you need to keep motivated at all 
times. It’s something that you 
can’t let go of, you have to be 
aware of it all the time. 

' 'The psychosocial interven¬ 
tions are invaluable. Unfortunate¬ 
ly some people think they can 
come in, get pills and that will be the end of it, 
but it’s not like that and actually detox is a very 
small part of it. 

'‘That's just to deal with the physical symp¬ 


toms of withdrawing. The hard work comes 
from you really realising that you have to start 
the change. 

“You have to come to the realisation yourself, 
but speaking to organisations like Turning 
Point, even if you don't fully engage straight 
away, can help. Just speaking to 
them, finding out what's available 
and seeing how you go from 
there. 

“Don’t be scared to speak to 
someone about it. It’s a lot more 
common than people realise. You 
think you’re the only one, but 
once you realise that you’re not on 
your own, it helps. 

“I strongly believe that peer 
mentoring is valuable as well, 
because you’re hearing about 
things from someone who’s been 
there. 

“You’re not listening to 
someone just tell you ‘you should 
do this, you should do that’; you 
can listen to someone say'this is 
what I did and these things might work for you’. 
You can listen to other people’s experiences. 

“I would love to one day be a recovery- 
worker.’’ 



“WE handle more than 850,000 calls a 
year. Calls involving alcohol as the main 
concern only represent about five per 
cent of these, but the actual total is likely 
to be far higher if other categories 
potentially involving alcohol, 
such as road accidents or 
falls and assaults, were also 
included. 

“The festive and New Year 
period has been an extreme¬ 
ly difficult time for us. It’s a 
massive drain on our 
resources.” 

Mr Busher said that there 
could be violence and 
aggression which came with 
the job. 

“Unfortunately that’s part 
of Friday and Saturday 
nights, ambulance crews regularly being 
verbally and physically abused. 

' ‘I think the alcohol is a very important 
factor in people’s behaviour. The more 
they drink, the less inhibited they 
become. It does cause quite a few 
problems. 


“It means if we are dealing with 
someone who’s had too much 
to drink, that ambulance is tied up so we 
can’t get to the people who really need 
help, such as breathing difficulties, just 
around the comer. 

' ‘People often think it’s just 
teenagers but it’s not. It’s a 
whole age range. 

“We see 12-year-olds who 
have had alcohol up to 
70-year-olds who have had 
too much to drink, so it’s a 
very broad spectrum. 

“We’re dedicated to 
helping all patients and we 
treat people who are alcohol 
dependent every day, and 
are able to help direct these 
patients to the specialist help 

they require. 

‘ ‘We urge people to be aware of the 
impact drinking to excess has on the 
ambulance service. 

“We want people to enjoy themselves 
but also to know their limits, look out for 
others they are with and be sensible." 



EXPERT VIEW: 
LEE ROSE, KENT 
FIRE AND RESCUE 
SERVICE’S HEAD 
OF COMMUNITY 
SAFETY 


“WE have had quite a busy Christmas, as we do every 
year. The good news is we have had no fatalities this 
year. The alcohol-related issues for us really are around 
drink driving.” 

Mr Rose said that fires in the home were also a 
problem during the festive period. 

“We attend many kitchen and house fires that have 
started through people not paying attention or because 
they have left cooking unattended. 

“There’s no doubt that alcohol plays a part in those 


distractions - fire starts when people’s attention stops. 
Alcohol can make it harder for people to wake up and 
realise what might be happening in their home, making 
it difficult to escape. 

“Alcohol can alter judgment and may cause people to 
make bad decisions. We would always urge people to 
consider fire safety in their homes and watch how much 
they drink. 

“We don’t want to stop people having a good time, but 
make sure you do have a working smoke alarm." 




kent.gou.uk 






Keep Worm, Keep Well 


Spending over two hours at 12°C raises blood 
pressure, increasing the risk of heart disease and 
stroke, especially for people over 75, or with health 
problems. 

Look out for others who are alone this winter 
18°C - 21 °C is the ideal room temperature 
Check your heating system is working 
Stock up on basic food items 
Wrap up with lots of thinner layers of clothing 
Ask your GP about free flu and pneumoccal jabs (over 
65s and at-risk groups) 

Ask your pharmacist about repeat prescriptions and 
home delivery 


Find out if you're entitled to free help to keep warm 

Call 08000283172 

or, if you live in Swale 01795 417131 
www.kentgov.uk/health 


W Follow us on Twitter 

@Kent_cc and #beawinterbuddy 
or join #winterfriends 


4 


PASSIONATE ABOUT KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 

www.m-b-k.co.uk 


Kent 

County 

Council 


TRADING 

STANDARDS 


^ Call us to make your dreams a reality 

& SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL TRADER 


IAPPROVEDI 


working in partnership with 

Checkatrade 


Survey, 

01622 619876 

The Oast, Clock House Farm Heath Rd, 
Coxheath, Maidstone ME17 4PB 


Design, 

■ A 


Quotations 


:St 1987 Jl/ 
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Ideal 


Plumbing & Healing 
Centre Ltd 

swB 

ideal ^ 


Ideal 

Independent 

Combi 


INDEPENDENT C24 (2 year warranty).£550.00 INC VAT 

INDEPENDENT C30 (2 year warranty).£600.00 INC VAT 

LOGIC PLUS 24KW (7 year warranty).£740.00 INC VAT 

LOGIC PLUS 30KW (7 year warranty).£820.00 INC VAT 

LOGIC PLUS 35KW (7 year warranty).£920.00 INC VAT 

\ 



HEATING SUNDRIES 

MAGNA CLEAN PROFESSIONAL 2.£80.00 

22MM MAG FILT.£65.00 

15MM SCALE REDUCER.£12.00 

WIRELESS ROOM STAT.£30.00 

PROGRAMMABLE WIRELESS ROOM STAT.£42.00 

INHIBITOR.£7.20 

SLUDGE REMOVER.£7.20 

15MM TRV & L/S PACKS.£7.50 


fc ^ ; criiMIL itr 


r fw *\ u _I 



All prices include VAT 



15mm c 
22mm co 


600X600 SC.£21.42 

600 X 700 SC.£23.41 

600 X 800 SC.£26.62 

600 X 900 SC.£29.82 

600X1000 SC.£32.99 

600X1100 SC.£36.13 

600X1200 SC.£39.59 

600X1300 SC.£44.51 

600X600 P+.£31.36 

600X700 P+.£23.41 

600X800 P+.£41.70 

600X900 P+.£46.82 


600X1000 P+.£52.08 

600X1100 P+.£57.19 

600X1200 P+.£62.46 

600X1300 P+.£70.18 

600 X 600 DC.£37.97 

600 X 700 DC.£44.29 

600 X 800 DC.£50.56 

600 X 900 DC.£56.82 

600X1000 DC.£63.12 

600X1100 DC.£69.41 

600X1200 DC.£75.76 

600X1300 DC.£86.96 


ALSO 300,400 & 500 HIGH RADS AVAILABLE UPT0 2400MM IN LENGTH 


FITTING SERVICE ALSO AVAILABLE DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PLEASE CALL FOR 


s ^?^„ srER GRASSLIN IPBtl MagnaClean 


a a 


Please Call 01634 300044 to order 

email: sales@j-splumbing.co.uk www.tapintoquality.co.uk 
413 Luton Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 5BH 
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WINTER SALE NOW ON 


BEDSTEADS - MATTRESSES - DIVANS * FURNITURE • BEDUNEN • ACCESSORIES 



And so to Bed vispring 

- LONDON - 


5 THE PANTILES ■ TUNBRIDGE WELLS ■ KENT TNI STZ - TEL Cl B?2 5 I S099 
OPEN I Oa m-6 p m MON-SAT ■ STORES NATIONWIDE ■ andsoiobccl.Lo.uk 
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Testing time for relationships 

For many Christmas is a time of joy wonder, togetherness and love but for some it is a time of stress 
and strain when emotions run high and any fault lines in a relationship are tested to braking point. 
It’s no wonder then that the first week of January sees a big increase in calls to family lawyers and 
relationship counsellors. Sarah Linney reports... 



DIFFICULT DECISION: The advice is take a ‘rain check and think, is it really over - is it about high expectations...’ 


He festive season is official¬ 
ly over (sorry, everyone). 

But for many couples, 
along with the decorations 
and cards and endless tur¬ 
key leftovers, another thing will be 
coming to an end: their relationship. 

The first week of January has be¬ 
come a time each year when family 
lawyers and relationship counsellors 
see a big increase in calls from cou¬ 
ples whose new year resolution isn’t a 
detox or a diet, but a divorce. 

But can such an upsetting situa¬ 
tion be made less upsetting - and 
even resolved in ways those involved 
might not have thought possible? 

Kirstie Law, a partner in the family 
law team at Kent solicitors Thomson 
Snell and Passmore, which has offices 
in Tunbridge Wells and Dartford, 
says the post-Christmas surge in 
splits is not hard to explain. 

“It’s partly that in November and 
December people put their to-do lists 
on hold while they are getting ready 
for Christmas - even people who have 
been separated for a year or two,” she 
said. 

“And it’s partly that people have 
difficult Christmases. They feel let 
down by arguments and plans not 
living up to expectations, and they 
think everyone else has a perfect 
marriage - no one else seems to be the 
couple that’s arguing on the way to 
the party.” 


Jo Brown, from Relate Medway and 
North Kent, agrees. “When families 
and couples spend substantial 
amounts of time together, that’s 
when they decide they want out of 
their relationship - the second busiest 
time for us is after the school summer 
holidays,” she said. 

“Problems can be covered up in the 
normal routine. People are busy and 
they can get away without really ad¬ 
dressing issues, but when they are 
spending time together, it may be 
harder to ignore them. 

“And if these issues have been bur¬ 
ied for ages, when the arguments 
come they can be quite explosive. 

“A lot of problems start after babies 
have been born. People don’t realise 
how much time children are going to 
take up and how their lives are going 
to change.” 

However, Miss Law says that these 
problems aren’t always a sign that 
the marriage is doomed - and urges 
people to think very, very carefully 
before deciding to split. 

“Do take a rain check and think, is 
it really over - or it is it about the high 
expectations of Christmas, compar¬ 
ing one’s life to everyone else’s and 
feeling dissatisfied?” she said. 

“Is your marriage really worse, or 
are you imagining that everyone 
else’s is better? 

“As human beings we are very 
good at getting on a conveyor belt and 


not stopping to think about it. But 
you don’t want to look back in two 
years’ time and think, we should 
have tried counselling. 

“If I see a couple and it is clear that 
they have issues, I would suggest re¬ 
ferring them to a counsellor to see if 
the relationship could be saved first.” 

Couples or individuals who get in 
touch with Relate are offered an ini¬ 
tial consultation, when they talk 


through the issues with a counsellor. 

If they decide to go for regular ses¬ 
sions, they will see the same counsel¬ 
lor each week or each fortnight, at the 
same time. 

“It does work a lot of the time. The 
counsellors are all well-trained and 
specialised in their areas,” Mrs Brown 
said. 

“Even if only one person wants to at¬ 
tend, often the other might join later. 


“Ultimately it’s about learning how 
to listen to each other and recognise 
what each other is thinking, feeling 
and saying. 

“A lot of the time people don’t listen 
to each other - and jobs can be very 
demanding, and their lives get very 
full up. 

“It’s also about learning how to 
compromise and remember what you 
love about each other. A lot of it is of 
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THINK OF THE CHILDREN 



FOR unmarried couples, the 
situation is simpler as neither 
party has the right to make a 
financial claim from the other. 

However, if the couple have 
children, both have parental 
responsibility as long as they 
are named on the birth certifi¬ 
cate - which means a responsi¬ 
bility to take care of the children 
financially as well as a right to 
time with the children. 


ten just normal irritations - money 
worries can be very powerful. Those 
Disney-perfect happy-ever-afters 
probably would get into difficulties if 
they had to face what most couples 
face.” 

She says that even if the couple do 
decide to split, going through coun¬ 
selling first will often still turn out to 
be beneficial. 

“Hopefully there might be less ani¬ 
mosity and they might be able to do it 
in a more friendly way,” Mrs Brown 
said. 

“When children are involved, it’s 
all about how you separate. 

“With all the emotional upset that 
separation inevitably causes to fami¬ 
ly and children, there are some cases 
where the family is better off, but it 
should be a last resort.” 

For a couple who have definitely de¬ 
cided to split, a bitter battle in the 
courts is far from the only option. 

Couples can opt for mediation - 
where they work together with a me¬ 
diator to come to an agreement - or 
collaboration, where they each have 
their own lawyer but all four parties 


This will probably involve one 
parent paying maintenance for 
the children to the other - an 
amount which you can calculate 
online yourself, or through the 
Child Maintenance Service. 

Even if the father is not named 
on the birth certificate, he and 
the mother can agree that he is 
also responsible for the children 
- or he can apply to the court for 
a parental responsibility order. 


still sit down together to work out ar¬ 
rangements. 

Both of these are less expensive, 
stressful and time-consuming than a 
legal battle decided by a judge - in 
fact, a couple can end up working so 
much out between them that they 
barely need a lawyer at all. 

Mediation also offers an opportu¬ 
nity for the couple’s children to be in¬ 
volved - if they choose to use a media¬ 
tor who is qualified to work with 
children (which Miss Law recom¬ 
mends), that person can talk to the 
children and find out how they are 
feeling. 

“The children can often say what 
they would like to happen or what 
they feel the problems are. Often chil¬ 
dren are very perceptive,” Miss Law 
explained. 

“They can feed back to the parents 
about the children’s feelings and 
wishes - they will agree with the 
child what they are going to say. The 
child can also tell them things they 
don’t want to tell their parents, which 
the mediator won’t relay back, unless 
the child is at risk of harm.” 


The most important thing, she 
says, is to aim to make the whole 
process as painless as possible. 

“If you are going to end a relation¬ 
ship, you want to do it in a way that 
isn’t going to have a big fallout for 
everyone else,” Miss Law said. 

“Don’t go into it thinking you want 
to take the other person to the clean¬ 
er’s. Think about the fact that you 
want to be able to co-parent with that 
person, maybe keep them as a friend 
and keep in touch with their extend¬ 
ed family, and you don’t want your 
mutual friends to feel awkward about 
it all. 


“If you can work things out be¬ 
tween you, you are more likely to 
come out with a reasonable relation¬ 
ship and a better settlement than if 
you went to court and spent tens of 
thousands of pounds.” 

But she says that, conversely, if 
someone does want to split from their 
partner but feels they can’t face doing 
so, it’s important to think that deci¬ 
sion through too. 

“I would say go and see a counsel¬ 
lor and talk through with them why 
you don’t feel able to do it,” Miss Law 
said. 

“It could be for religious reasons or 


because of family pressure, or out of 
fear of what will happen to the chil¬ 
dren, the business or to you if you are 
on your own. 

“But I know one couple who have 
continued running a business for 20 
years together since they separated. 
You get people who keep jointly- 
owned holiday homes. It depends on 
the emotional involvement. 

“Sometimes people say they are 
staying together for the sake of their 
children - and some people wish their 
parents hadn’t stayed together for 
their sake. You’ve got to get to the bot¬ 
tom of what’s holding you back.” 


THE FRANCE 
B SHOW 2015 

23-25 January 2015 | Olympia, London 
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If you love France, why not 
visit The France Show 
at Olympia, London 

The France Show is back in January 2015, bringing you the 
very best of France - food, wine, property, holiday ideas, 
travel offers and entertainment - all under one roof. 

For three days in January, Olympia in London is the place to be 
for a flavour of France. Watch cookery demonstrations from 
top chefs, listen to best-selling author Carol Drinkwater, sample 
fine French wines at the tutored wine tastings, brush up on your 
French skills at the language seminars and pick up some local 
specialities at the French market. 

There's so much to experience; we look forward 
to seeing you there! 


Book your tickets for just £10 and save 35% 

at www.thefranceshow.com/tickets 
or call +44 (0)1242 264777 - promo code KSS42 

www.thefranceshow.com 













Manager’s pride in 
his battling Whites 

Dover Athletic’s FA Cup dream ended 
at the hands of Premiership side 
Crystal Palace last Sunday at The 
Crabble. The Conference side were 
beaten 0-4 but won praise around the 
county for their brave display against a 
team nearly 90 places above them in 
the league. Jamie Weir looks back at 
the Whites’ unforgettable day... 

MANAGER: Chris Kinnear 0 J 




D OVER Athletic were 
‘caught in a perfect storm’ 
during their defeat at the 
hands of Premiership side 
Crystal Palace, according 
to their manager Chris Kinnear. 

The Whites had managed to make 
it through to the third round of the 
FA Cup after solid performances 
against two teams which, on paper, 
were stronger than them. 

And hopes were high that with 
Crystal Palace in a state of flux fol¬ 
lowing their manager’s departure 


and close to the relegation zone, that 
Dover might be able to continue their 
run of giant-slaying and claim the 
Premiership team’s scalp. 

But it wasn’t to be, and when the 
two teams clashed, at Dover’s Crabble 
Road stadium, the brave Whites were 
simply outclassed by Palace - who sit 
86 places above Dover in the league 
ladder - eventually losing 4-0. 

Whites manager Kinnear said that 
while he was disappointed, he was 
still proud of the team despite the re¬ 
sult. 


He said: “I am disappointed that we 
did not play as well as we could do, 
but realistic that we have just faced a 
massive club. 

“They played a full Premiership 
side and four weeks ago a team simi¬ 
lar to that beat Liverpool. 

“The lads may have their heads 
down, but I have said to them that 
they have achieved a lot and I’m sure 
a lot of their friends would have liked 
to have been playing here today.” 

The game didn’t start well for the 
Whites, as Palace managed to snatch 


a couple of early chances at goal. 

Dover, meanwhile, looked nervy in 
their defence, and were unable to 
take the ball close to the Palace goal 
line. 

When Palace drew first blood just 
nine minutes into the game, Dover 
looked despondent, becoming even 
more cautious in their approach. The 
Whites had conceded a corner which 
eventually ended up at the feet of Pal¬ 
ace centre back Scott Dann; the de¬ 
fender smashed the right-footed shot 
from the six-yard box to put Crystal 


Palace in the lead. 

Dover’s fate was sealed around 20 
minutes later when, in the 33rd 
minute, Dann made it a brace with an 
on-target header from close range. 

After that goal, the writing was on 
the wall for the Whites, with little 
hope of them getting back into the 
game. 

To the team’s credit, they didn’t 
give up and crumble, but battled on, 
trying to minimise their losses. 

And they managed to hold off the 
Premiership team’s onslaught for the 



WINNING A VIKING 


CRUISE 


I 



Come and visit Viking Cruises at Lower Guildhall, 
Bluewater shopping centre between 23 December 
and 22 January. It's a great opportunity to meet the 
Viking team, and enter our competition to win one 
of two fabulous prizes - a 15-day Grand European" 
Tour river cruise and a 15-day Viking Homelands 
ocean cruise on the brand-new Viking Star. 

See you there! 

Find out more about our exciting journeys 
at www.vikingcruises.co.uk or call us 
on 020 8780 8586 for a free brochure. 


VIKING 

CRUISES 

Exploring the World in Comfort ® 
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CRABBLE’S HEROES: Despite going behind to the Eagles early in the game, the Whites commitment to the cause was obvious and they kept on trying and earned praise from their manager 


remainder of the first half, finally 
making their way to the dressing 
room nursing a 2-0 deficit. 

Whites defender Richard Orlu ad¬ 
mitted that Crystal Palace had man¬ 
aged to take control of the game with 
the early goal, never really allowing 
Dover to get back into it. 

He said: “It was excellent to play in 
front of so many people against a 
team like that. 

“It is just a shame about the first 
two goals we conceded as they were 


set pieces - we wanted to stay in the 
game a little bit longer.” 

After half-time, the performance 
was lacklustre from both teams, with 
Dover failing to really get into attack 
mode and never troubling Palace’s 
keeper, Wayne Hennessey, who 
seemed at times more like a spectator 
than an active player. 

In fact, the Whites only managed 
one shot at goal in the 90 minutes, 
compared to Palace’s 28 shots. 

The third goal for the Eagles came 


in the 67th minute, with the fourth 
and final goal close to the end of the 
match, in the 86th minute, underlin¬ 
ing Palace’s dominance throughout 
the game. 

Despite Dover’s bravery through¬ 
out, the fourth goal illustrated why 
Palace sit four leagues above Dover 
Athletic, with a short-range shot 
punching through the Whites’ de¬ 
fences. 

Kinnear said it best, stating that al¬ 
though the team had lost, he was still 


happy with what his players had 
achieved this season. 

He said: “We were caught in a per¬ 
fect storm with their new manager 
coming in and they did not take liber¬ 
ties with us. We started really nerv¬ 
ous and they went for us. 

’’From being on a great unbeaten 
winning streak, it is definitely disap¬ 
pointing, but the players all had a re¬ 
ally busy festive period, with a bundle 
of games, and we have done incredi¬ 
bly well. 


“I can’t be disappointed with the 
players and what they have achieved 
recently. People were saying we were 
going to get relegated this season, but 
we have reached the third round of 
the FA Cup, and a game which every¬ 
one else in Kent would have loved to 
have been playing. 

“There are disappointments, but if 
there is only one in 17 games, then 
that is not bad going.” 

■ Line-up, bookings (1) and substi¬ 
tutions (6): 



THE ADULT PANTO: 
ALADDIN TROUBLE 

5UN Id JANUARY 


CALAMITY JANE 

tut JT SAT JlJANUARY 


u<>v»*4iTruufTPmfifn SING A LONG A 

SWAN LAKE SOUND OF MUSIC 

TUE20 SAT 2* JANUARY SUN J5 JANUARY 


rajhor, p 

ItCTTTODM^ ■ 


RUMOURS OF 
FLEETWOOD MAC 

SUN 1 FEBRUARY 




RETURN TO THE 
FORBIDDEN PLANET 

*ta*t ? - SAT 7 FE 


BOOK ONLINE: ORCHARDTH EATRE.CO. UK 
TICKET OFFICE: 0132? 220000 


DART FORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 




PETER JAMES 


WED 14 - SAT 17 JANUARY 


AT STAGECOACH CANTERBURY 


The original largest and still the best network of 
performing *arts sbhools in the world 

Nurturing and developing young peoples ' 
potential through dance, drama and singing 


Enrol now online at stagecoach.co.uk/ 

canterbury or call 

01732 824758 or 07944736610 


it* Th* 11 !** Alla BctiEMil., 

Stagecoach 
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~Welcome"oO-abble the home ol 

Dover Athletic FC 


Dover Athletic: Andrew Rafferty 
30, Sean Raggett 5 (Christian Nan- 
etti 20 57mins), Richard Orlu 6, 
Liam Bellamy 8 (Tom Wynter 3 
69mins), Tom Murphy 10 (Ricky 
Modeste 7 82mins), Barry Cogan 11. 
Stefan Payne 14, Tyrone Sterling 16, 
Nick Deverdics 10, Tom Bonner 26 , 
Connor Essam 29 (Booked, 45mins, 
foul). Subs: Sean Francis 15, Jake 
Reid 19, Lee Hook 22, Matt Lock 12. 

Crystal Palace: Wayne Hennessey 


13, Joel Ward 2 , Scott Dann 6, Wil- 
fried Zaha 11, Stuart O’Keefe 12, 
Dwight Gayle 16 (Jerome Thomas 14 
73mins), Glenn Murray 17 (Kevin 
Doyle 9 46mins), Barry Bannan 25, 
Damien Delaney 27, Joe Ledley 28 
(Adrian Mariappa 3 76mins), Mar¬ 
tin Kelly 34. Subs: Brede Hangeland 
4, Adlene Guedioura 8, Chris Ket- 
tings 26, Jason Puncheon 42. 

Referee: Andre Marriner 

Attendance: 5,645. 




HIGHS AND LOWS OF THE CUP : Dover's dream is over... until next year! Pictures by ADY KERRY 


WHAT ARE DOVER GOING TO DO WITH THEIR WINNINGS? 


THE game is likely to have been 
the highest-earning ever played 
by Dover Athletic. Television 
rights alone netted the Whites 
£144,000 from the Football Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Dover also took a chunk of the 
gate receipts, which, with a 
packed Crabble stadium, would 
have been significant. Tickets 
sold out quickly and, with mer¬ 
chandise available, the Whites 
could quite easily have made 
£250,000 from the match - a sum 
which would have been likely to 
dwarf their previous paydays. 

The team’s chairman, Jim Par- 
menter, says the money should 
help the club rise up the ranks - 


but only if spent on the right things. 

He said: ‘“It was a great occa¬ 
sion with a full stadium and it was 
nice to see the supporters cheer¬ 
ing us on. Hopefully some will be 
back for the league games. It was 
great for us to have a TV game. 

“The money will be invested in 
making us more competitive 
over the next couple of years. It is 
up to me and the board to spend 
the money wisely.” 

While it’s likely to be the board 
and chairman calling the shots 
on where the cash goes, manag¬ 
er Chris Kinnear knows what 
he’d like to see the money spent 
on. 

He told KoS: “We never really 


needed the money, and I think 
that’s why we’ve done well. We’re 
playing for the glory rather than 
the cash as we haven’t been in 
any financial difficulties. 

“But, saying that, the money is 
great. I’d like to see it being spent 
on strengthening the squad, with 
money pumped into training and 
maybe better facilities too. 

“New players could also be on 
a wish list, but really it’s just eve¬ 
ry little aspect of the club. 

“Everything we will do with 
the money will help to build the 
squad up, and that’s what we 
want really, to keep playing the 
big games and succeeding as a 
club.” 
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Medieval wife 
and moden 
woman share 
same fears for 
kids and work 


‘Sometimes the problem with history 
taught in schools is that it looks at 
dates, and battles and so on, rather 
than how real, everyday people lived 
through these events.’ But that’s not 
the case with a new book by a 
Gravesend author and historian called 
The Medieval Housewife, writes 
Maria Chiorando... 


J UGGLING work and childcare 
may seem like a modern dilem¬ 
ma, but the housewives of me¬ 
dieval Britain have more simi¬ 
larities to modern women than 
many might initially think. 

This is according to Toni Mount, 
author of a book called The Medieval 
Housewife And Other Women Of The 
Middle Ages. 

Ms Mount, who teaches history 
classes in Rochester and Gravesend, 
wrote the book after doing research 
for a novel. 

She said: “I found the subject fasci¬ 
nating, and while I was researching I 
made lots of notes that I shared with 
some of my students. 

“They loved the notes, and asked 
me to put together more for them. I 
did that, and then we self-published a 
book. 

“I was talking to my publisher, and 
they asked about other projects I’d 
worked on - I told them about the 
book, and they asked me to produce a 
longer version.” 

The book has gone down well, with 
many people finding the subject in¬ 
triguing. 

She said: “I think what people find 
interesting is to look at how ordinary 
people lived long ago. Sometimes the 
problem with history taught in 
schools is that it looks at dates, and 
battles and so on, rather than how 
real, everyday people lived through 
these events. 

“As soon as you look at how the 
normal people lived, people are inter¬ 
ested in making a comparison to our 
own lives, and often there are simi¬ 
larities - people are people.” 

In medieval times, the role of 
housewife was a very respectable one. 

Ms Mount, who lives in Gravesend, 
explained: “It was what every woman 
expected to be, unless she went into 
the church and became a nun, or her 


The llkdieual 

Housewife 
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WELL RECEIVED: The book 

family was extremely wealthy and 
she wed for money and position. 

“The average woman would expect 
to get married - but that didn’t mean 
that she wouldn’t work elsewhere. 
Many women had jobs as well as their 
duties in the home, often working 
with their husbands. Workshops 
could be part of the home, so child¬ 
care would not necessarily be the 
same issue that it is today. 

“Women could even run a business 
and keep the profits, but then could 
not hide behind their husbands if 
their businesses incurred debts. 

“There was more independence for 
women at this time than we might 
think. Things then began to change 
in the Tudor period - Henry VIII cut 
down on war, he didn’t like it as it was 
so expensive. This meant that there 
were more men around, so many jobs 
that women would have been doing 
started to go to men. Many employers 
liked hiring women as they could pay 
them less than men to do the same 



THROUGH THE AGES: Toni Mount says medieval women had a lot of independence and could run businesses 


job, but after some law changes, men 
would be given jobs ahead of women 
in some cases.” 

The grooming habits of medieval 
women is another area that shares 
similarities with our own habits. 

Ms Mount says: “They would have 
found hazel twigs and frayed the ends 
to brush their teeth. There was also 
something called alum [a chemical 
compound in the form of crystals] 
which was used to put on insect bites, 
and was also quite effective as a deo¬ 
dorant. 

“Women at the time also used tam¬ 
pons. Most women would use rags, 
which they would then wash and re¬ 
use, but some women were able to get 
hold of silk sponges from the Mediter¬ 
ranean, which are very soft. They 
would cut them to the right size and 
they could be washed and re-used. 
Women were still women - and they 
had the same concerns that we have 
now, of course. 

“Hands and face were washed eve¬ 
ry day, and hands were definitely 
washed before every meal. Bathing 


also happened, but it was very time- 
consuming so the poorer people 
would not have had many, as their 
work would have taken up most of 
their day. They would have changed 
their undergarments daily, to stop 
their bodies and sweat coming into 
contact with their gowns, which were 
often woollen and hard to wash.” 

Other fashions of the time included 
aprons. 

“Everyone - including men - wore 
them,” said Ms Mount. “Women wore 
them as a badge of respectability - 
they would even wear them to 
church. King Edward IV even passed 
a law forbidding prostitutes from 
wearing aprons.” 

In terms of the food they ate, it 
seems that medieval people had a 
sweet tooth. 

Ms Mount said: “The poor people 
didn’t have much choice - it’s hard to 
work out exactly what they did eat. 
We think it’s lots of cheese, vegeta¬ 
bles, bread, ale and, if they were lucky, 
bacon. 

“The wealthier people would have 


had potatoes, turkey, tomatoes and 
aubergines. They ate a surprising 
range of food, including rice and pas¬ 
ta-type foods. They also enjoyed some 
really strange combinations, mainly 
sweet things alongside savoury 
things - that’s where we get things 
like pork and apple sauce from. 

“They loved sugar, and would use it 
often - one of their recipes was to coat 
salmon in sugar, then bake it. They 
would peel off the sugar crust, and in¬ 
side would apparently be a perfectly- 
cooked salmon. 

“Their love of sugar and lack of 
toothpaste meant that by Tudor 
times, when sugar was cheaper, the 
rich had terrible teeth. Elizabeth I had 
the most dreadful rotten and black 
teeth - this started a trend among 
women to blacken their own teeth as 
it became fashionable.” 

Following the interest in the book, 
Ms Mount has already finished her 
latest offering - a book about unravel¬ 
ling the mysteries of medieval medi¬ 
cine called Dragon’s Blood and Wil¬ 
low Bark, which is out in April. 
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7 miles of beautiful sandy 
beaches... The premier park on 
the south east coast. 

own your holiday own from 
£9995 or £1000 deposit and just 
£163 per month 

Finance guaranteed (Subject 
to status and deposit), holiday 
homes are all inclusive of site 
fees, connections and safety 
checks, all ready to move in... 

why not come and have a visit 
for yourself? 

Make a day of it, have a bite to 
eat, enjoy the stunning beach 
^or go swimming with the kids! 


£13,995 

CASH PRICE 


iS paid until 2016 

| ur, W the summer 
s cheaper now? 


Camber Sands Holiday Park, Park Resorts 


Ever Thought of Owning A Caravan 
To Use Whenever You Wanted? 

Or Just A Quiet Break To Get Away? 


Charlotte 07446111787 


for your VIP Pass or to find out more 

Camber Sands Holiday Park, New Lydd Road, Camber, Near Rye, East Sussex TN31 7RT 

| £1,000 Off Static Caravan @ Camber Sands j 

i Call Charlotte to arrange your VIP appointment 07446 111 787 Camber Sands is open ^ 
i 12 months of the year! Own your own caravan from as little as £9,995 or £1,000 deposit & i 
£163 per month Voucher only valid with Charlotte at Camber Sands TN31 7RT 

^ Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer i 

! Camber Sands Holiday Park, Park Resorts ! 
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Meet the top dog 
of canine agility 



Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


DOG trainer has made 
history at one of Britain’s 
top agility contests. 

Alan Bray, from Dart- 
ford, took the top prize 
for the second year running in the 
prestigious final for large dogs at the 
Kennel Club Olympia Agility Stakes 
- the first time it has ever been done. 

And to cap off an amazing day, he 
even took third place too with a 
second dog. 

He and prizewinning pet Indianna, 
known as Indie, beat hundreds of 
others and their handlers to win the 
final. 

The six-year-old Border Collie has 
competed in agility contests with 
great success before. 

He took part in qualifying heats 
across the country before winning 
the final, which is part of the London 
International Horse Show at 
Olympia. 

Mr Bray also competed at the com¬ 
petition with Indie’s mum Tayla, who 
at nine-years-old came in third place. 

Afterwards, Mr Bray said: “Gain¬ 
ing two top three places for the first 
time ever in the history of agility at 


Olympia is a remarkable achievement 
especially as I am not getting any 
younger at 39. 

“I’m very proud to make history, it 
feels unbelievable. I’m very proud of 
both my dogs and I couldn’t do it 
without my partner Louise’s support 
and thanks to my late wife who bred 
Indie.” 

He told us: “Winning Olympia is 
the pinnacle of dog agility sport, and 
is akin to winning the FA Cup. 

“My partner Louise Challis and I 
are members of the Dartford Dog 
Training Club - we are immensely 
proud of this achievement to say the 
least.” 

He added: “The main difference in 
winning it this year over last year is 
that we have made agility history in 
first of all qualifying two dogs for the 
final for the first time ever, and then 
both finishing on the winners ros¬ 
trum in front of 12,000 screaming 
fans. 

“The noise when you are compet¬ 
ing is like a football crowd inside the 
arena you just can’t hear yourself 
speak so it’s all done on body lan¬ 
guage and a good rapport with the 
dogs. 

“To qualify for the final is a major 
achievement in itself as there are over 
10,000 dogs from all over the world 


trying. You have to finish in the top 
five of a qualifying heat. 

“And there are 10 heats held 
throughout the country and the 50 
qualifying dogs from the 10,000 en¬ 
tered go onto a quarter-final held at 
the Kennel Club International Show 
in Northamptonshire in August. 
Then the top 35 go forward to Olym¬ 
pia for a nerve racking semi-final 
where the top 10 go through to the 
final on the Saturday night in front of 
a packed crowd who are encouraged 
to shout their support.” 

Mr Bray continued: “Indie is aged 
six and won it with her mum Tayla 
coming third. And this after having 
three litters which is a remarkable 
achievement.” 

Mr Bray has competed since dis¬ 
covering agility with his daughter 
Selena in 1990. Selena also competed 
at the recent Olympia event and so 
did Alan’s youngest daughter Hayley. 

Selena runs her own club called 
Fox Agility in Leicestershire and is a 
top handler and trainer in her own 
right. Alan’s late wife Jayne bred all 
their dogs under the “Upanova” 
name, with many having gone on to 
become agility champions. 

Mr Bray was awarded the top dog 
agility handler of all time recently by 
the Kennel Club having won more 


than 1,000 classes with several dif¬ 
ferent dogs and all the available finals 
several times over, including Crufts 
and international events represent¬ 
ing England and Great Britain. 

Mr Bray will be the Crufts Champi¬ 
onship judge this year which pre¬ 
vents him from representing England 
in the competitions there, but says he 
will be back in 2016. 

Kennel Club secretary Caroline 


Kisko said: “The Olympia agility 
stakes are one of the highlights of the 
dog agility calendar and have a very 
high level of talent competing each 
year. 

“This year was no exception and 
we were impressed with the quality of 
the performances of all the dogs and 
handlers taking part. Congratula¬ 
tions to Alan, Indie and Tayla for 
their wonderful achievement.” 
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Nash Road, Margate, Kent, CT9 4BX 
www.salmestonegrange.co.uk f 


ALL your 
vehicle 
needs... 


Thfl Q*d Station. PtthSiitf Read. HtfN. Kent CT 21 

01303 268100 


Unique 14th Century venue set in stunning grounds, 
the perfect setting for your wedding, private party or special 
occasion. Were also open every Sunday for our famous 
Carvery luncheons. 

For more information, please call 01843 231161 
or email us on salmestonegrange@aol.com 
www. salmes tonegrange. co. uk! 
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MAKE SUAE YOU ARE SAFE ANO PREPARED 
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PATRICK LAMB : Missing since the early hours of Saturday, December 13 CCTV: Patrick’s last known movements in Maidstone town centre 

Come home; or tell us you’re okay 

A heartfelt plea for information on the possible whereabouts of a Greenhithe man who went missing 
in Maidstone on December 12 has been made by his distraught girlfriend. She spoke to reporter 
Molly Kersey about her gratitude to the public and her devastation at his disappearance... 



T HE girlfriend of missing 
man Patrick Lamb has 
thanked the public for 
their help searching for 
him, and urged anyone 
with information to come forward. 

Mr Lamb, who lives in Greenhithe 
with his partner, went missing after 
a night out with two friends in Maid¬ 
stone on Lriday, December 12. 

He had booked a room at the 
Grange Moor Hotel in St Michael’s 
Road, Maidstone, but never returned. 

His girlfriend Natasha Morgan 
said that as soon as she was told the 
28-year-old had not come back, she 
knew something was wrong. 

She told KoS: “I came down 
straightaway on the Saturday. I left 
work and I knew something wasn’t 
right. 

“We are searching anywhere. He 
could be anywhere by now, because 
it’s completely out of character. You 
can’t even think where he would go.” 

The couple met almost a decade 
ago. 

“We have known each other for 
nine years, we went to university to¬ 
gether and in the first year we lived 
together, and we have been together 
as a couple for six years,” she said. 

Since his disappearance, Mr 
Lamb’s loved ones have been search¬ 
ing tirelessly. 


Kent Police, Kent Search and Res¬ 
cue, family, friends and even stran¬ 
gers have been helping. 

A ‘Help Lind Patrick Lamb’ Pace- 
book page, which now has some 
24,000 likes, is encouraging people 
across the county to put up posters in 
their area. 

“The public have been amazing, 
overwhelmingly helpful and really 
lovely. Thanks from the bottom of my 
heart, from me and Pat’s family,” Ms 
Morgan said. 

“It’s the search team and the public 
that have been helping us most.” 

And Ms Morgan is determined to 
carry on looking. 

“If anybody has information, come 
forward,” she said. 

“If he’s listening - all his family and 
I love him very much and want him 
to come home, but if he can’t come 
home, let somebody know that he’s 
okay. 

“If people are looking for him, by 
now he would probably have quite a 
full beard rather than being clean 
shaven.” 

Ms Morgan also said that if people 
thought they had seen Mr Lamb, tak¬ 
ing a photograph would be very help¬ 
ful. 

CCTV captured a number of imag¬ 
es of Mr Lamb, who was last seen in 
Pairmeadow at around midnight on 


Saturday, December 13. 

The images show him stumbling, 
sparking fears he may have hit his 
head and could be hurt. 

An online petition has since been 


created to get the CCTV footage of Mr 
Lamb’s last known movements onto 
television programme Crimewatch, 
which has garnered more than 
5,000 signatures. 


Ms Morgan said that previous at¬ 
tempts to get it featured on the pro¬ 
gramme had been unsuccessful as 
his disappearance is not being treat¬ 
ed as a crime, but she is hoping that 
an exception can be made. 

“A lot of people will watch some¬ 
thing like Crimewatch and I believe 
we should get the CCTV everywhere,” 
she said. 

A spokesperson for Kent Police 
said: “Should Crimewatch want to 
run an appeal to find Patrick Lamb 
we can provide the relevant images 
and information. 

“However, at this stage there is 
nothing to suggest a crime has taken 
place and Patrick’s disappearance is 
not being treated as a criminal inves¬ 
tigation.” 

Gareth Johnson, MP for Dartford, 
said: “I have met with Natasha, who 
is understandably devastated by 
Patrick’s disappearance. 

“It is good to see local people com¬ 
ing together to help try to find 
Patrick. This is an incredibly worry¬ 
ing situation for his whole family 
who desperately want to locate him.” 

Anyone with information can con¬ 
tact police on 101, visit www.ab- 
batalk.com/pat or the Pacebook 
group Help Lind Patrick Lamb. Alter¬ 
natively, contact family searching for 
Mr Lamb on 07979 048416. 
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At Britelite we pride ourselves on the quality of our products and the 
service we provide. We take the feedback we receive very seriously. 
Please take a look at our website to see the feedback we receive daily 
from more of our happy customers. 


/[.rated court# 

/[.RATED WINDOWS 4 


"Following a call to your office for a quotation 
we had visits by sales representative, surveyor, 
followed by the installation team, all behaved 
in a very professional manner. The installation 
team arrived on time, carried out the installation 
without problem or mess. We are very satisfied 
with the work. Well done." 

Mr & Mrs Davis, Snodland 


/[.RATED FITTERS 


^.rated service 


"Sales representative was knowledgeable and 
helpful. Surveyor prompt and efficient. Fitters 
polite, personable and prompt. Standard of work 
first class. Very satisfied with our new windows." 

Mr Brill, Ramsgate 


"The initial sales representative was non pushy, 
explained the product and quoted exactly what 
we wanted. The surveyor was friendly and easy 
to chat too so there was no confusion over 
what we had ordered, he even suggested an 
improvement to make the visual appearance 
better. The fitters worked hard and cleaned up 
well after their days work. Really pleased with 
our new windows and they are so quiet. A well 
co-ordinated, professional company. Thank you." 

Godden, Chatham 


"Sales representative explained 
everything very well, very 
friendly. Surveyor was friendly 
explained things we needed to 
know. Fitters were very friendly. 
Did a great job overall. Cleaned 
up very well before they left." 

Mr & Mrs Robinson, Gillingham 


"Overall excellent service, from sales 
representative to fitment and aftercare. 
Windows and doors look great and we are 
both extremely happy and would definitely 
recommend Britelite." 

Mr Davis, Woking 

"A big thank you to everyone at Britelite 
especially our salesman, and the fitters who 
installed our windows. They were hard-working, 
professional guys. They are a credit to your 
company and our house now looks lovely and 
feels very secure. Many thanks." 

Mr Speer, Slade Green 


"A company is as 
good as the operatives 
who undertake 
the work to the complete 
satisfaction of the customer! 

The Britelite fitters fulfilled 
that role admirably, when they 
installed 10 windows and 2 patio 
doors for us. They were polite, 
accommodating, energetic, 
competent, humorous, worked 
efficiently as a team, paid 
attention to detail, were tidy and 
completed the work to our total 
satisfaction despite the inclement 
weather. We whole heartedly 
recommend their work." 

Mr M. Maidstone 


"Punctual; Weather was bad on the day but 
great care was taken to prepare and all floor 
surfacing was protected. Work was carried 
out quickly and efficiently. Fitted inner 
windows sills to width of our choice rendered 
and made good outside. Floovered up and 
cleaned windows before leaving very pleased 
with workmanship." 

D Lawrence, Mitcham 


Z&Ci&mBm 


"The fitters were very good at explaining 
what they were doing and they were also very 
helpful. They worked extremely hard and the 
end results were brilliant. It was surprising how 
the house looks transformed when finished. Our 
whole experience with Britelite was very good. 
We are very pleased with the results." 


Mrs Davidson, Chatham 


"Overall the quality of the product and the 


installation is very good. The installation was 


carried out with the minimum of disruption 


given the extent of the works. It was really 


appreciated that your fitters explained how 


they proposed finished the trims etc. and 


sought our approval first rather than just doing 


it. Very pleased and would use you again. 


Mr & Mrs Edwards, Bexhill on Sea 


"We are very satisfied with 
the service we received from 
the Britelite staff, in particular 
from the two fitters. They were 
very quick workers, who were 
very polite, helpful, efficient 
and friendly. Both my wife and 
myself are very pleased with 
the 7 windows they fitted and 
friends are asking about the 
triple glazing." 


"I have used Britelite three times now and 
have recommended their services to a friend. 
You can tell when a company invests in it's 
staff. I really value excellent service. I like to 
do business with Britelite as all their staff value 
your custom and are courteous and efficient. 
Thank you Britelite." 

Mr Gordon-Hughes, Ashford 


Photos used in this advert are models. 
All testimonials are available to view at head office. 


"Very professional service from start 
to finish. Would definitely recommend to all 
friends and family and will use again when 
we have built our extension." 

Mr & Mrs Grout, Sittingbourne 


"I was very pleased with 
everything and the quality of service 
throughout was exceptional." 

Mr Parish, Maidstone 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


Call 0800 SO 70 


Some kind 
words ... 

Received from our customers the past month 
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Visit our website for q^^^pnline quote 

www.windows.co.uk Call m080dm5070 


*Off list price for orders placed by midnight 31/01/2015. Cannot be used in conjunction with any 
other offer. ** Internal Survey. "Buy Now Pay Later Example: example, £2,500 less £100 deposit, 
balance £2,400 nothing to pay until February 2016, £70 admin fee on settlement. 


Britelite is now a 
Trusted Trader 


BRITELITE'S AMAZING JANUARY OFFER 

BUYNOW 


PAY IN 2016! 




AM members of staff we 
had contact with were 
pleasant and went out 
of their way to be helpful. 
The work was carried out 
with minimum of fuss 
and a great deal of care 
was taken ensuring my 
carpets were covered. 

The installation team also 
cleaned up afterwards 
leaving me little to do. 
Highly recommend. 
Thank you." 


a ^8 MR 


Mr & Mrs Gilbert, Chatham 




Chetkatrade.com 

WhF! rtpualfliniijOT 


We are very proud of our 9.6 out of 
10 rating on checkatrade.com for our 
outstanding product, value and service. 


Amazing Offer! 


This January take advantage of Britelite's 55% 
OFF* of all windows. Triple glazing fitted as 
standard saves you money off your heating bills. 
AND to top it all, pay a small deposit and PAY 
NOTHING until February 2016 # 


Britelite are the South East's leading double and 
triple glazing suppliers and here's why: 


windows this January! 

Massive saving off list price with A+10 rated triple 
glazing fitted as standard featuring top security SAC 
Shootbolt locking system! 


✓ Nothing to pay 


know? 


L/fU 


✓ A 


off all 




/ A 


Small deposit and NOTHING further to pay until 
February 2016 with Britelite's BUY-NOW-PAY-LATER 
Scheme*. 

✓ Save money off your 

bills 

Our triple glazing is 40% more efficient than standard 
double glazing and could save you hundreds of pounds 
each year on your heating bills! 

✓ m Guarantee 

We won't be beaten on quality or price, if you find an 
equivalent specification including safe guards, cheaper 
elsewhere, we will match the price! This is BRITELITE'S 
PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE. 

✓ Fantastic 
recieved daily! 

You can see a selection of our fantastic testimonials on 
the left which we receive daily from our happy customers. 
97.3%** of our customers rate us as good or very good 
and many recommend us to their family and friends. 

Trusted Trader 

Britelite are now recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, meaning we are endorsed as a great company 
that you can rely on. We are also 'Check-A-Trade' supported. 

Fitters 

Our'A'-rated fitters are not only highly 
commended on their tidiness & quality fitting, 
they are fully trained at NVQ (level 2) to install 
to BSI Kitemark! And our unique'Gold Seal' 
installation service for guaranteed installation 
dates (or we pay you!) and a £1,000 anti¬ 
intrusion cover, ensures total satisfaction. 
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Example: 


A Denver Log Cabin 

5m (16’5”)x4m (13’1”) 
Double glazed, 

45mm timber & Platinum Package 

comprising of 


All this for £8,749 

NOW...£6,999 ...SAVING £1,750 


AN Cabin Packages include FULL INSTALLATION 


cabin shown is Eldorado 


• Log Cabin 

• Delivered 

• Full construction 

• Felt shingle roof 


• Structural timber base 

• Supply of paint treatment 

• Roof insulation 

• Laminate flooring 


Visit our website or call us now for a brochure 


www.needextraspace.co.uk 

0845 4599444 

Johnsons Nursery, Chestfield, Kent, CT5 3JD 

Polhill Garden Centre, Halstead, Sevenoaks, Kent, TNI 4 7AD 
Newnham Court Shopping Village, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 5LH 
Bybrook Barn Garden Centre, Ashford, Kent, TN24 9JZ 

Elm Court Garden Centre, Gillingham, Kent, ME7 3JQ 

Hawley Garden Centre & Nursery Ltd, Dartford, Kent, DA2 7RB 

01227 793717 

01959 533466 

01622 730777 

01233 878412 

01634 405859 

01322 294560 

chestfield@needextraspace.co.uk 

polhill@needextraspace.co.uk 

maidstone@ needextraspace.co.uk 

ashford@needextraspace.co.uk 

gillingham@needextraspace.co.uk 

dartford@needextraspace.co.uk 
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THE WRITE WAY: Peter James 
has sold over 15 million novels 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


a bestseina crime novels 


Critically-acclaimed author Peter James to host post-show talk at Orchard Theatre 


T HE work of bestselling 
author Peter James will 
be making its way to 
Dartford this month (see 
next page). 

The national tour of the 
stage-adaptation of his novel Dead 
Simple comes to The Orchard 
Theatre from January 14-17, and 
fans of the writer will be given the 
opportunity to attend an exclusive 
question and answer session with 
him. 

This 0 and A session will take 
place following the matinee 
performance on January 15. 

Mr James has written 26 novels. 
Dead Simple, often considered to 
be his most popular work, was the 
first book to feature the character 
of Detective Superintendant Roy 
Grace. 

The Roy Grace series has sold 
over 15 million copies, and has 


been translated into 36 languages 
worldwide. 

This series has spawned seven 
consecutive UK Sunday Times 
number ones, as well as number 
ones in Germany, France, Russia 
and Canada. He is also a New York 
Times best-seller. 

Mr James has served two 
consecutive terms as chairman of 
the UK Crime Writers’ Association, 
and is currently Overseas Vice- 
President of International Thriller 
Writers in the USA. 

Dead Simple play tells the story 
of Michael Harrison. He thinks he 
has it all; great career, good friends 
and a beautiful fiancee. 

But when his stag night prank 
goes horribly wrong, Michael finds 
himself alone, buried alive and 
staring death in the face. 

As time runs out and the terror 
grows, Detective Superintendent 


Roy Grace tries to solve his 
mysterious disappearance, but 
begins to fear that Michael will 
never be found in time. 

Olivier Award winner Ian Talbot 
directs. 

The recognisable faces coming to 
Dartford include Tina Hobley who 
has graced TV screens for the last 
12 years as ward sister Chrissie 
Williams in Holby City as well as 
roles in Coronation Street and 
Harbour Lights and was seen 
earlier this year in Celebrity Master 
Chef. 

Joining her is award-winning TV 
actor Jamie Lomas who has starred 
for the last year in EastEnders as 
the murderous Jake Stone and 
before that as bad boy Warren Fox 
for five years in Hollyoaks. 

Also on stage is Rik Makarem, 
best known for starring for four 
years in Emmerdale as well as 


Torchwood and who is a previous 
winner of the prestigious Laurence 
Olivier Bursary. 

Michael McKell who starred for 
three years in Doctors as well as 
Emmerdale, MIT and on stage in 
Blood Brothers, Tonight’s the Night 
and the Olivier winning Crazy for 
You also joins the cast at The 
Orchard. 

And finally, Gray O’Brien, 
award-winning star of Coronation 
Street, Peak Practice and Casualty 
as well as Sleuth in the West End, 
will play the famous Detective Roy 
Grace. 

Dead Simple promises to be a 
chilling, thriller that has all the 
classic suspense, twists and turns 
of a best-selling Peter James novel. 

For more information or to book 
tickets, visit orchardtheatre.co.uk 
or call the ticket office on 01322 
220000 . 
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bespoke interiors 


www.ianpennick.co.uk 


Whatever your budget, we can provide the perfect kitchen, bedroom or bathroom without compromising on quality. 
Pop into our showroom, no appointment needed, and parking right outside the door! 
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telephone 01 227 283850 


for free advice 7 days a week 


Studio adjacent to Canterbury Garden Centre 

Canterbury Road, Herne Common, Kent CT6 7LJ 


ian pennick 
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Darkness and plenty of 
plot twists on stage 


By Maria Chiorando 

m a 


THE audience can expect a dark 
script, and lots of unpredictable 
twists and turns in Dead Simple, 
according to leading man Jamie 
Lomas. 

The star - best known for his 
turns in EastEnders and Hollyoaks 
took some time away from the 
rehearsal room to talk to KoS 
about the upcoming production, 
which opens on January 14 at 
Dartford’s Orchard Theatre. 

Dead Simple, which is adapated 
from the bestselling Peter James’s 
novel, has a huge fanbase. 

Mr Lomas says: “The script is 
brilliant, and very very dark, 
which is what attracted me to it. 

“The producers got in touch 
with my agent, and said they’d like 
me to read for the part. 

“I read the script, and knew that 
I had to be involved in it. It all 
clicked during the audition 
process, and I’m so happy to be 
onboard. 

“It’s a fantastic cast and 
anamazing director (Ian Talbot). 

“With the success of Peter 
James’s writing, there is some 


pressure to do the material justice, 
but J’m confident that it’s all 
coming together well.” 

Better known for his small 
screen roles, stage is a new 
experience for Mr Lomas. 

But the actor, who trained at the 
Manchester School of Acting, as 
well as in Canada, has always 
wanted to do it. 

He says: “Switching from 
screen to stage is quite a big 
transition - the performance has 
to go from being as small as 
possible to being as big as possible, 
while still being real. 

“It’s a tough skill, but after 
coming out of a soap, I wanted to 
tackle a different challenge. 

“With the national tour, I am 
throwing myself into the deep end 
a bit, but that’s the life of an actor 
- and it’s never boring. 

“The rehearsal process is going 
really well, and the whole cast has 
gelled, which is good news, as we’ll 
be touring together. 

“They are all brilliant actors, 
and there is a lot of mutual 
respect.” 

Writer Peter James has also said 
how pleased he is with the casting 
of the play. 

He said: “As a writer, all my 


characters begin in my mind. I 
flesh thgm out for the printed 
page. 

“But nothing can compare to 
the joy of seeing them turn into 
real flesh and blood. 

“All of them are actors I really 
admire and respect, and to see 
them come together, for the first 
time, at the read-through of the 
play was a truly magical experi¬ 
ence for me.” 

With little time to go until 
opening night, the cast and crew 
are now putting together the 
finishing touches for the upcom¬ 
ing production according to Mr 
Lomas. 

He says: “I hope people come 
down and support the production 
and support the venue. 

“There’s a great team behind it, 
so hopefully audiences will enjoy 
the play. 

“The main thing I would say to 
anyone coming to see it is this: 
Expect the unexpected.” 

Dead Simple opens at The 
Orchard Theatre in Dartford on 
Jauary 14 and runs until the 17. 

For more information or to book 
tickets, visit orchardtheatre.co.uk 
or call the ticket office on 01322 
220000 . 



BEHIND THE SCENES : The team at a read through Inset : Jamie Lomas 



ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 

8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 

01732 456196 • 07798876857 

email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 



Cheap static 
caravan for sale 

• Sited on 4 star seaside 

holiday park 

• Site fees paid until 2016 
• Park open 12 months 

Call Charlotte on 07446111787 
for more info 


Get safe 


for the Summer p 

uition for all the family ' ^^irnnAl 

ble, parent and baby, beginners to improvers. 


Swimming tuition 

New Classes available, parent and baby, beginners 
Also Rookie Lifeguard for teenagers. Small classes. 

Calling all adults, learn a new skill in the New Year! 

Classes from beginners right through to triathlon training! 

Get your Kids Safe for 
Summer Swimming Now 



x ' F,RST 

\ LESSON 

FREE* 


Gravesend, Northfleet, 
Dartford, Cobham, Otford, 
Sevenoaks.Medway, 
Maidstone, Ashford. 

Franchise options available! 


PLACES LIMITED CALL TODAY 

01474 878248 

*FREE lesson subject to course booking 


angelasswimschool.co.uk 
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23Ioomers Restaurant 

Cosy, intimate, candlelit, romantic 
AS SEEN 


BOOK NOW ._- 

01474 322131 ™ 

15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA 11 OEF 

www. over cliffehotelkent .co.uk 


r -\X\e Loca/ 

Handyman 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

VCall Clive: 07765 663322/ 


mn, vm & sm 



No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour service 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 


01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 


5 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £185 

THURSDAY 5 th 

Loch Tummel Hotel Perthsl 

STB ★ ★ ★ 

MARCH 1 

] 

lire 1 

SPRING 

TOUR INCLUDES: 

CEILIDH BREAK 

•4 Nights Half Board 
. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 

This 5 day coach break 
staying at our Loch Tummel 
Hotel includes a “Ceilidh 
Night” (Kay-lee), when you 

will enjoy typical Scottish 1 
entertainment with foot * 

PICKUP FROM: 

tapping music provided by 
accordionists, pipers and 
highland dancers. There 
will also be an excursion 
everyday including 

Balmoral, Braemar, Ballater, 

St Andrews and entrance 
into Blair Castle. 

LOCHS 
W GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 

Orpington, 

Locksbottom, 

Bromley, 

Chislehurst, 

Sidcup, 

Bexley, 

Dartford, 

Birchanger 

Services 

Holidays are fully bonded. 

School Road, Gartocharn, 

G83 8RW 

| wwwLOCHS.COM 01389 713713 | 



We specialise in Spanish and traditional 
Childrens’ wear 0-12 years 

HALF PRICE SALE IN STORE 

Royal Star Arcade, Maidstone | Tel: 01622 754115 
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Roll up for an ale of a time 


THANET will be hosting its 
10th annual beer festival on 
April 3 and 4 at Margate’s 
Winter Gardens. 

Call 01843 292795 or visit 
www. margatewintergardens. 
co.uk for information. 



A super children's show 


CBEEBIES superhero Tree Fu Tom is coming 
to the Winter Gardens in Margate. This new 
show is full of music and participation. 

The performance, which takes place on 
April 19, is suitable for all ages. 

Call the box office 01843 292795 or visit 
www. margatewintergardens .co.uk. 


Putting on the 20s glitz 


A MUSIC-filled adaptation of F 
Scott Fitzgerald’s novel The 
Beautiful and Damned is 
coming to Charlton Park on 
February 7 at 8pm. 

Call 01227 831355 or visit 
www.charlton-park.org. 



Row, row, row your boat 

PUPPET show Arthur’s Dream Boat comes to 
the Gulbenkian in Canteurbury on January 24 
at 2pm. The show is suitable for all ages. 

Tickets are £7.50 (Baby on lap (0-18months) 
tickets £1). For more information and tickets, 
visit www.thegulbenkian.co.uk, or call 01227 
769075. 


A touch of culinary magic in this 
delicious children's puppet show 



By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


THEATRE of Widdershins brings 
new show - The Magic Porridge 
Pot and Other Tasty Tales - to the 
Gulbenkian Theatre in Canter¬ 
bury later this month. 

This show has three courses, 
the starter is the magic pot which 
won’t stop producing porridge. 

The main course is soup made 
from the most delicious stone in 
the world. 

For pudding there is the very fa¬ 
mous walking talking Ginger¬ 
bread Man. 

Accompanying these three pop¬ 
ular stories is puppetry, pop-up 
sets and original music. 

The Magic Porridge Pot and Oth¬ 
er Tasty Tales follows Theatre of 
Widdershins’ other productions 
The King’s Got Donkey Ears, Ara¬ 
bian Nights, The Elves and the 
Shoemaker and Rapunzel and the 
Tower of Doom. 

The company was formed in 
1993 by Andy Lawrence and Pen¬ 
ny Earey. 

Mr Lawrence had been a props/ 
costume designer and maker, 
mainly for the BBC, making such 


memorable costumes as a codpiece 
for ‘Blackadder’, a Tutankhamun 
headdress for Lenny Henry, and a 
two-legged camel for Little & 
Large. 

Ms Earey had just finished run¬ 
ning a nature reserve in London. 

Theatre of Widdershins aims to 
creating high quality puppet thea¬ 
tre for children and their families. 

The combination of table top 


puppetry, pop up set, storytelling 
and original music used in their 
productions has become their 
trademark. 

The Magic Porridge Pot and Oth¬ 
er Tasty Tales will be at Gulbenki¬ 
an January 17. 

The show starts at 2pm. 

Children will have a chance to 
meet the puppets after the produc¬ 
tion has finished. 


The production lasts for around 
50 minutes. 

It is suitable for ages 3+ and tick¬ 
ets are £7.50 

Baby on lap (0-18months) tick¬ 
ets cost£l. 

For more information and tick¬ 
ets please visit www.thegulbenki- 
an.co.uk. 

You can also call the box office 
on 01227 769075. 
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DAY OUT 
THOMAS 


MAKE THEIR DAY 


Join Thomas & Friends 1 ™ • 
at a Heritage Railway near you. 
Experience a ride on a real steam 
train and take part in 
Thomas-themed activities. 

Kent & East Sussex Railway 
* Tenterden. Kent TN30 6HE * 


M/iuhuj/yym/i uftik 


www.dayoutwiththomas.co.uk/kentandeastsussexrailway 


Kent & East Sussex Railway 

TENTERDEN TOWN STATION 

Telephone 01580 765155 • kesr.org.uk 



Come along to Just 
the Ticket cafe at Hornby 
and support your 
local students from 
East Kent College 


Open 10am-3pm 
7 days a week 



Have you visited 
our Cafe yet? 


Set menu and 
specials board 

No admission charge 
to the Cafe and 
Hornby Retail Shop 


I 

I 



This voucher enables you to buy 
any hot food or special board main 
course at Just the Ticket Cafe and 
receive a second meal for free. 


Valid until 31/01/2015 

You must bring this voucher with you. 



East Kent 

College 



WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT? 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 

[jy&dMg] CORGI a«Humbrol' 


34 Week ending January 11,2015 


NTW 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 




































hink about makina fish the catch of the da 


Many people avoid eating fish, but with the wide variety available in the UK, it’s worth giving it a try... 


SMELLY, expensive, bony... fish 
doesn’t always have the best reputa¬ 
tion, but it’s packed full of nutrients 
and there are many flavours to try. 

Whether it was a whiffy, over¬ 
cooked piece of haddock as a child 
that’s put you off, or a plate plagued 
with bones, many people simply 
won’t touch fish, no matter how 
many delicious-looking seafood dish¬ 
es grace our TV screens on 
MasterChef. 

As an island nation, we have a wide 
array of flavours swimming locally 
on our doorstep. It’s high in protein, 
low in fat and needn’t be too expen¬ 
sive or tricky to cook. And with so 
many different varieties, it’s impossi¬ 
ble to get bored. 

So it’s a wonder why, compared 


with our Mediterranean friends, 
we’re a bit unenthusiastic about fish 
in Britain. I have several friends who 
won’t touch it unless it’s covered in 
breadcrumbs, chopped into familiar 
rectangle shapes and deep-fried. 

A recent survey by Fish of the Day, 
the consumer face of the industry 
body Seafish, found most people in 
the UK (56% of adults) are falling 
short of the recommended two por¬ 
tions of fish per week. 

Despite that, lots of people say look¬ 
ing after their health is a priority, 
with 39% planning on kicking off a 
better eating regime in the New Year. 

If eating for health is your goal, 
looking to the seas for inspiration is a 
great place to start. 

Known as ‘brain food’, oily fish like 



OILY: Full of omega 3 


sardines, mackerel and salmon are 
packed full of Omega 3, and all types 
of fish and seafood are nutrient rich. 

As well as Omega 3, vitamin D is 
another key components and in win¬ 
ter we can’t rely on sunlight to keep 
levels topped up so it’s essential that 
our diets contain it too. 

Vitamin D is crucial for healthy 
bones, muscles and the immune sys¬ 
tem, while it’s also been linked with 
helping prevent diseases like heart 
disease, bowel and breast cancer. 

According to nutritionist Juliette 
Kellow, making this a reality needn’t 
be too hard. 

“Find the fishmonger counter at 
your local supermarket, they’re the 
best people to give advice on all the 
different types of fish, and how to 


cook it,” she says. “If you’ve never re¬ 
ally cooked fish before, start with 
something familiar like cod, haddock 
or plaice, making sure it’s responsibly 
sourced.” 

Most fish comes in handy, single 
portions or can be filleted by a fish¬ 
monger, so it won’t take much, if any, 
preparation, and it can be cooked in 
mere minutes. 

“Get experimenting, have a play, 
and build your confidence,” Kellow 
says. 

“If the kids are a bit resistant, start 
with homemade fish fingers or 
fishcakes. 

“I used to make my little one a bit of 
mackerel mashed into some white 
fish, so he’s growing up used to the 
taste offish. Now he’ll try anything.” 


A sticky adaptation 


FOLLOWING a West End season, 
Scamp Theatre’s adaptation of hit 
children’s book Stick Man is coming to The 
Theatre Royal in Margate in April. 

This show is most suitable for children 
aged 3+ with their friends & families. 

Stick Man takes place on April 18 at 2pm. 

Tickets cost £10, concessions £8 and a 
family of 4 is £30. Call 01843 292795 or visit 
www.theatreroyalmargate.com. 


Sex, Baroque and roll 

I ROCKERS The Tiger Lilies will go on a 
national tour this year - and will be 
stopping off in Canterbury for a gig at the 
Gulbenkian Theatre on March 23. 

The Grammy-nominated band, who count 
Simpson’s creator Matt Groening amongst 
their fans are well-known for the Baroque 
performances and stage presence. 

Call the box office on 01227 769075 or go 
to www.thegulbenkian.co.uk. 


Right side of the tracks 

THE City of Canterbury Model Railway 
Society presents its 26th model railway 
exhibition at St Anselm’s School, Old Dover 
Road, Canterbury, CT1 3EN, on January 17 
and 18, from 10 until 5 on Saturday and 10 
until 4.30 on Sunday. 

Tickets cost £5 for adults, £4 for seniors 
and £3 for children (under fives are free). 
Family tickets (2+2) are £13. 

Visit www.ccmrs.co.uk for information. 


Just clowning around 

CIRQUE Berserk will be coming to the 
Assembly Rooms in Tunbridge Wells 
on February 7 and 8, with two shows a day. 

The group’s performers combine 
contemporary “cirque’’-style skills with stunt 
action. 

Tickets cost £28 or £24, with concessions 
at £25 and £21. 

For more information, visit www.assembly- 
halltheatre .co ,uk. 
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Chatback Comedy keeps laughs coming 



LUCY DANSEN: One of the founders of Chatback Comedy 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


THIS year marks Chatback Comedy’s 
fifth birthday. 

This comedy night began when a 
couple of students who were big 
comedy fans were invited to put on a 
one-off show at Canterbury’s Parrot 
Pub. 

Founder Lucy Dansen says: “We 
made the decision to create a 
professional comedy night featuring 
comedians we’d handpicked on the 
London comedy circuit. 

“We decided the night should 
feature a local newcomer at every 
single show. 

“Partly we wanted to start the 
company because I’m from London 
and missed going out to live comedy 
nights. 

“We felt that such an enjoyable 
and affordable form of entertainment 
should be more present in 
Canterbury. 

“Also the University of Kent 
features the only MA course in 
stand-up comedy in the UK. 

“It seemed natural to us that there 
should be a night locally which 
allowed students on the course to 
hobnob with and watch comedians a 
step up the ladder from them.” 

Comedy, like all of the entertain¬ 
ment genres, is particularly difficult 
to crack, so it’s no surprise to hear 


that those early days were plagued 
with doubts. 

Ms Dansen says: “Despite all those 
lofty ideas we had no idea if we’d stay 
the course so it’s unbelievably 
wonderful to find us doing just that 
five years on. 

“The Parrot pub was our original, 
and remains our main, residency in 


Canterbury although we’ve also run 
shows on the Canterbury Fringe, at 
the Horsebridge Arts Centre in 
Whitstable, on the UKC campus and 
at the Gulbenkian Theatre. 

“Last year we finally expanded to 
London where we also have a 
residency now. 

“There have been lots of challenges 


over the past five years but we’re 
lucky to have had a lot of support 
both from local audiences and also 
from students past and present at 
UKC. 

“We’ve had lots of students from 
the MDrama and Theatre course 
doing work experience with us. 

“Two of them, who have since 


graduated, now work for the 
company.” 

Over the five years, Chatback 
Comedy has experienced a series of 
unique challenges. 

Ms Dansen says: “Some of our 
highlights have included running a 
festival featuring Milton Jones on the 
UKC campus. 

“We also created our own show 
Stand Up & Slam and were invited to 
be a regular guest on BBC Radio 
Kent’s The Conversation. 

“We were shortlisted for two 
Canterbury Culture Awards, to 
mention just a few. 

“At the moment we are looking 
forward to another five years in 
Canterbury. We hope to become 
more involved than ever with the 
local community and events. 

“On January 22 we’ll have our first 
gig of 2015 in Canterbury. 

“This will also be five years (and 
three days) from our first ever gig in 
the very same room. 

“We have an outstanding line up 
featuring Mae Martin, who has 
starred on Russell Howard’s Good 
News, Archie Maddocks who was a 
finalist in the New Act of the Year 
category in Broadway Baby’s 2014, 
awards” 

■ Chatback Comedy’s next 
Canterbury gig is at the Parrot Pub 
on January 22. Tickets cost £8 plus 
an 80p booking fee. Visit chatback- 
comedy.moonfruit.com. 



I Sissinghurst Castle 

Shake off the cobwebs and kick the leaves with a 
visit to Sissinghurst Castle Garden this January and 
February. Learn more about the history hidden in the 
walls and see behind the garden gate with a Winter 
tour or pop in for some retail therapy and a cuppa. 

Tours run at weekends from 3 January until 8 March 
between 11 am - 3pm. 

The Old Dairy coffee, book and plant shop is open 
seven days a week for you to warm up after a long 
walk around our estate too. 

Sissinghurst Castle Garden, Biddenden Road, Cranbrook, Kent, TNI 7 2AB 
01580 710700 | www.nationaltrust.org.uk/Sissinghurst-Castle 

National Trust 
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That Italian zest 



WHEN LIFE GIVES YOU LEMONS: The Italians make limoncello 


TRAVEL REVIEW: Sorrento 

By Sarah Marshall 


USING the same care and attention a 
jeweller might employ to handle pre¬ 
cious stones, 68-year-old farmer Pep- 
pino Nunziata examines the plump, 
waxy lemons hanging from wooden 
pergolas in his 10,000 square metre 
garden. 

“Lemons are very delicate, so they 
need a lot of looking after,” he tells 
me, after deciding this particular 
bunch are not yet ready to be picked. 

Every day, from 6.30am, Peppino 
works in his garden, preparing for a 
marathon seven harvests, which pro¬ 
duce an impressive 2,500kg of lem¬ 
ons per year. 

The only days he doesn’t work are 
when it rains, he proudly tells me. 
And judging by the blinding sun¬ 
shine seeping through gaps in the 
pergolas, that doesn’t happen very of¬ 
ten in this part of southern Italy. 

Sadly, though, these fragrant, gold¬ 
en gems are no longer the high value 
commodity they once were; at one 
time Sorrento lemons were a lucra¬ 
tive export, but today the price is 
much lower. 

In order to keep their business go¬ 
ing and preserve an important part of 
the region’s history, Peppino and his 
family have been forced to diversify, 
opening their property up to tourists 
as an agriturismo - a working farm 
where guests are literally granted a 
taste of local life, with many home¬ 
grown products served at the deli¬ 
cious dinner table. 

The Italian government set up the 
concept in the 1980s, to give farmers 
a secondary source of income, thus 
maintaining the existence of farms 
and stopping a mass exodus of people 
from the countryside. 

Set in the hills above Sorrento, with 
views of the island Capri and a coast¬ 
line dotted with umbrella pines, it’s 


hard to imagine that life here is ever 
hard graft. 

Owned by the Nunziata family for 
four generations, the garden was first 
planted in the 17th century. Ida, Pep- 
pino’s wife, tells me that lemon pro¬ 
duction in this region was started by 
the Jesuits in the 16th century, al¬ 
though the fruit was popular as far 
back as Roman times. 

Now, most of the lemons the family 
produce are sold to a limoncello fac¬ 


tory in Capri, one of the first places to 
bottle the syrupy, sweet digestif 20 
years ago. 

Sat on the terrace of the 15th cen¬ 
tury stone farmhouse, I’m given in¬ 
struction on how to properly savour a 
shot of the drink, which I’ve always 
(apparently mistakenly) served 
straight from the freezer. 

“Good limoncello should be cold 
but not freezing,” Ida explains. 

Naples, the gateway to Italy’s en¬ 


chanting southern coastlines, the 
city has - quite unfairly - been tar¬ 
nished with a reputation for being 
dirty, rundown and dangerous. But 
for me, the former Spanish-ruled 
kingdom is the beating heart of Italy. 

Giambelli coffee machines grind 
into action as baristas serve viscous, 
explosive strength espressos to loud, 
boisterous Neapolitans - no doubt 
providing rocket fuel for their wild 
gesticulations. 


living 


TRAVEL FACTS 

G ADVENTURES (0844 272 
2040; www.gadventures.co. 
uk) offer their seven-day 
Living Local Sorrento group 
tour exploring Pompeii, Capri, 
the Amalfi coast, Sorrento and 
Naples, from £999pp. 

Price includes most meals, 
accommodation, transport and 
local guides (flights extra). 


I walk along Spaccanapoli, the 
street which famously splits Naples in 
two. Some of the tufa-brick buildings 
are so close, residents can even reach 
out and touch their neighbours. 

To my amusement, one souvenir 
stall I pass sells toilet rolls embla¬ 
zoned with pictures of Silvio Berlus¬ 
coni - proof, if ever needed, that the 
shamed former PM’s career is head¬ 
ing down the toilet. 

The street is also famous for stock¬ 
ing Christmas decorations year- 
round, with artisans making minia¬ 
tures for the popular Italian presepe 
(nativity sets). Alongside Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph, I’m surprised to find mod¬ 
els of that other revered deity, Mara¬ 
dona, who once played for Napoli. 

As I sit down for another pizza, an 
eccentric performer turns up on a 
customised Tim Burton-esque scoot¬ 
er to entertain diners. He’s the epito¬ 
me of Naples’ often offbeat, humor¬ 
ous charm. 

I remember Ida’s advice and order 
my shot of limoncello chilled but not 
frozen. 

Despite my self-consciousness, 
sunburned shoulders and fragment¬ 
ed Italian, I’m confident I might just 
have passed for being a local. 


Film Reviews by Damon Smith 




INTO THE WOODS 

(PG, 125 mins) Musical/Comedy/ 
Drama/Romance 


TRADITIONALLY in fairy tales, the 
bedraggled heroine wins her dash¬ 
ing prince, evil stepmothers get 
their comeuppance and abducted 
children escape the clutches of a 


witch by pushing the treacherous 
hag into her oven. 

Into The Woods keeps turning 
the pages on these archetypal 
characters, imagining what might 
happen as they come to terms with 
their actions and - in most cases - 
suffer the repercussions. 

Everything has a price, espe¬ 
cially your heart’s desire, so be 
careful what you wish for. 

Rating 7/10 


FOXCATCHER 

(15, 134 mins) Drama/Romance 


FOXCATCHER (see picture) is a 
dark and unsettling character 
study, in which the American 
dream turns rancid and a mentally 
unstable man with money becomes 
a wrecking ball in the lives of 
unsuspecting bystanders. 


The leading man, Steve Carell is 
impressive but arguably the more 
compelling performances come 
from Channing Tatum and Mark 
Ruffalo as the siblings corrupted by 
a millionaire’s insidious influence. 

The homoerotic undertow of Du 
Pont’s fascination with Mark is 
subtly addressed in a script that 
doesn’t quite make sense of the 
complex emotions churning 
beneath the surface. 

Too much is left unsaid and with 
a running time of 134 minutes, 
director Bennett Miller leaves us 
with a lot of unanswered questions. 

Rating 7/10 

TAKEN 3 

(12A, 109 mins) Action/Thriller/ 
Romance 


HISTORY repeats with predictably 
calamitous consequences in 


Olivier Megaton’s high-octane 
thriller Taken 3. 

In previous films, former Special 
Forces operative Bryan Mills (Liam 
Neeson) single-handedly brought 
down an Albanian human traffick¬ 
ing ring and its underworld 
offshoots. 

He left devastation and an 
impressive double-digit body 
count in his wake. 


Surely, the east European 
criminal fraternity would have 
learnt that Mills and his family are 
off-limits. Alas, the Russians 
haven’t received that memo 
because they foolishly try their luck 
against the hulking avenger in this 
frenetically edited instalment. 

Taken 4 A Ride is surely just a 
matter of time. 

Rating 5/10 
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Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



YOUR local dating service, run by the 

dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


biggest UK on-line database of 17 million 


Date ONLINE * Been left a message? 

. Pickup your replies 

YOU can now orv 

date online or i™ j ^j ^ m 

via your mobile 0906 515 7114 

Simply VISIT “"*«««■= p-""" 

us at: 

www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


users waiting to meet you., visit., www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


For a quicker service from your 

moblie call: 0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.53 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text.. REPLY2 (leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch ... then send to 80098 Success¬ 
fully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


SARAH 29yr old pretty slim 
single mum of one, interesting, 
lively, good fun, enjoys nights 
in/out, music, seeking similar 
easy going, genuine, honest 
man/dad to get to know. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415841 | 

ATTRACTIVE female, seeking 
single male to enhance my 
happy life. Enjoys travel, good 
conversation, walking and 
music. Text Only Mailbox Box 
No: 4564712| 

ANGIE attractive nurse 39yrs, 
new to area/advertising, likes 
dog walking, being sociable, 
meals in/out, WLTM honest, fun 
male for possible Itr. looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4158271 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls 

answered. Tel No: 0905 002 
1883 Box No: 413399 
LISA attractive petite Filipino 
female, very lonely, wanting to 
find love, companionship and to 
be happy, looking for friendship 
and more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4155491 
LUCY, 32yrs, blonde lady 
seeks naughty boys of any age 
for no strings fun. Tel No: 0905 
002 1887 Box No: 413443 
SUE 65, 5ft 8ins, blonde hair, 
fashionable, smoker, GSOH, 
enjoys meals out, travel, 
animals, WLTM kind, shyish 
man for friendship, maybe more. 
Thanet area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4157351 
ADVENTUROUS sexy lady, 
38yrs, married but seeks no 
strings fun with discreet man, 
any age. I'm tall, slim and dom¬ 
inant. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1937 Box No: 415301 
BLONDE female, 47, looking for 
fun, sensual, experienced, 
understanding, seeking similar. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415675 § 

MELANIE, 38, slim, blonde and 
bored. Call if you want no 
strings fun. Text Only 4550198 


LUCY, broadminded 18yrs 
seeks discreet fun with men any 
age. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1941 Box No: 365051 
INTELLIGENT funny guy 
without a huge ego required for 
damaged heart. Casey 39, size 
10, curves in all the right paces, 
pretty, kind, loving, genuine, 
romantic and available. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415509 ! 

SEXY brunette, mid 20's busty, 
adventurous broad minded 
seeks no strings fun. Tel No: 

0905 002 1949 Box No: 

361739 

BLACK lady 43, sincere, down 
to earth, fun loving, likes theatre, 
cinema, meals out, walks, 
seeking white gent with GSOH, 
sincere and down to earth. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415477| 

SALLY, 38yrs large cuddly lady 
seeks slim men for discreet 
meetings. Text Only 4550193 
JENNY voluptuous blonde 
tanned well presented female, 
enjoys being and giving 
pampering, cooking, cosy 
nights, looking for some 
broadminded excitement. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415399g 

TRUDY 36yrs, wltm broadmind¬ 
ed men of any age/area for day¬ 
time meetings. Text Only 
4550194 

JOYCE 39, attractive GSOH, 
loves nights out, honest, loyal, 
fun to be with, looking for mature 
male for adult companionship, 
meals out and hopefully more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415561 | 

NICOLETTE 32 petite 
professional attractive black 
female looking for similar 
hardworking white male who like 
me loves life and is serious 
about finding a LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415545 (| 

FEMALE seeking male for adult 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 413809 g 


JENNI, 52 bored housewife wants 
no strings fun with younger chap. 
Text Only 4550197 
PAT blonde blue eyed curvy, cud¬ 
dly female, attractive, likes swim¬ 
ming, gardening, holidays, my 
job/home, looking for happiness 
with quiet content grounded male. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415533g 


[Our NEW MatchMaker service^ 
makes meeting people easy! 


TRY IT FOR FREE TODAY! 


Matchmaker does all the hard work /' ' / 

for you. We connect you with other 
members in your area who match — 

your interests to take the stress out ^'V I 
of meeting new people. ^ ^ ▼ 

^SIHWYTEXTIMTOIM^^ 

First 3 messages received are free; thereafter £1.50. 
Text STOP to 89990 to exit at any time. 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


MANDY 35, petite attractive slim 
female with very GSOH, likes to 
keep fit, meals in/out, WLTM 
genuine child friendly guy/dad for 
fun times together. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4155131 
JACKIE very pretty leggy well- 
mannered/educated 28yr old 
female, loves nights in/out, sports, 
WLTM sincere male up to 35yrs for 
friendship, hopefully Itr. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415377 g 
DONNA 36yrs un-modest but very 
attractive, nice eyes, good figure, 
GSOH, OHAC, great job, sick of 
never meeting Mr Right, looking for 
someone special. Genuine male 
please. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 415187g 
ALISON 27yr old very bored 
broadminded female with plenty of 
free time on her hands looking for 
some adult fun times. Call me, I 
won’t disappoint. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415177 $ 

DEE lonely divorced female, slim, 
bubbly, attractive redhead, loves 
cuddles, looking for a man who can , 
restore my faith in love and make 
me laugh. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 414961 g 
JACKIE extremely sensual lady 
but for your eyes only! likes horses, 
keeping fit, gardening looking for 
genuine love interest and 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414721 $ 

TERI separated single lady, 
blonde, blue eyes, slim, WLTM 
compatible male for genuine 
friendship, meals out, weekends 
away, nights out and more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 414361 g 
DEBBIE brown eyed attractive 
social female, romantic, good 
listener, loves children, looking for 
similar nice male/dad to get to 
know, hopefully leading to more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4143831 

EMMA slim 5ft 8ins, single 
employed female with OHAC, 
enjoys many interests, gym, music, 
easy-going, genuine, supportive, 
seeking similar male for a chat, 
maybe a date. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414957 $ 

JEAN slim blonde divorcee bubbly 
affectionate, romantic with lots of 
love to give, looking for man who 
knows how to look after a lady for 
meals in/out, friendship/ltr. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 414699 g 
JANINE 36, faithful, sincere, will 
never stray seeking similar male. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414629| 

JANE 48yr old young looking 
professional female, tall, green 
eyes, attractive, size 12-14, enjoys 
walking, keeping active, nights 
in/out, good wine/conversation, 
seeking soul mate. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 414729 g 
FEMALE seeking male for adult 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:413809g 


ELAINE 30, fit, sexy, curvy black 
lady, very feminine, loves wining, 
dining, nights in, seeks solvent 
white 40's male who is passionate, 
loving and caring. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 414711 | 

DAWN 34, petite auburn haired 
female, size 12, sensitive, loving, 
affectionate, WLTM similar homely 
male who will spend lots of quality 
times with me for Itr. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 414499 g 
KAREN 35 petite dark hair/eyed 
affectionate, caring, lovely female 
with many interests looking for 
genuine tic from loving soul mate, 
dark haired preferred. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4144871 
JULIE good looking 40's female, JANE 29, loves riding and 
medium build, size 12, loveable, spending time horsing around, 
considerate, OHAC, likes nights seeking non-serious kind of normal 
in/out, walking, seeking loving male guy who enjoys going out having a 
without lots of baggage. Tel No: good time. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 414387g Box No: 414205 g 
BLUE eyed slim pretty easy going KAREN young looking attractive 
hardworking lady seeking male to vibrant slim blonde, enjoys to keep 
put the spark back into my life, fit, beach walks, travel, meals 
must be honest, affectionate, have in/out, good conversation with 
a GSOH and wont to work at a pleasant company, WLTM genuine 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 sincere male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414217 § 7112 Box No: 414203 ! 


HELEN 19yr old bubbly female 
looking for male to take me out and 
show me a good time. No pressure 
just fun times, no time wasters. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414223| 

FREE single 25yr old busty curvy 
black beauty, sensual, confident, 
interesting, looking for handsome 
man to call me back. Race/age 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414219 i 
MO 36yr old slim blue eyed pretty 
blonde looking for fun times with 
non-judgemental, discreet, kind 
male. Age/status unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414215 g 


Men Seeking 

mydate24 1 



REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


74YR old retired, widowed male, fit, 
young looking, seeking younger 
female for fun and friendship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415855 

JAMES, hard working single dad, 
late 30's seeks single mum for 
family days out. Text Only 
4550196 

LONELY 75yr old male, OHAC, 
tall, medium build, genuine, loving, 
kind, seeking lovely kind lady. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415791 | 

JOHN, 42yrs professional genuine 
gent seeks caring lady to treat as 
a princess. Text Only 4550195 
MIKE Canterbury mature male, 
seeks single mum/lady, 28-42, 
slim-medium build for loving, caring 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415275 g 
BUILDER 45, tall, good looking, 
kind, considerate, easy going 
seeks female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415315 
52YR old male, seeks female for 
adult fun and friendship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415261 g 
GRAHAM tall, semi-retired, 
Piscean, likes sailing, seeks 
female, any nationality. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415463 g 
SIMON 49, actor, likes music, films, 
reading, puzzles, loop holes, 
ambiguity, seeks pretty leggy 
female , 35 plus for friendship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415447g 

MALE seeking friendship of mature 
woman, smoker. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412703 


MIKE Canterbury mature male, 
seeks single mum/lady, 28-42, 
slim-medium build for loving, caring 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No:415275g 
GRAHAM tall, semi-retired, 
Piscean, likes sailing, seeks 
female, any nationality. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415463g 
SIMON 49, actor, likes music, films, 
reading, puzzles, loop holes, 
ambiguity, seeks pretty leggy 
female , 35 plus for friendship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415447 g 

SIMON 49, actor, likes music, films, 
reading, writing, puzzles, 
loopholes, ambiguity, WLTM very 
pretty, leggy female, 6ft plus, 40 
plus for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415155 g 
PAUL early 60's, fit, smart, GSOH, 
WLTM female for some casual 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 415113 

ANDY young 66, widower, honest, 
caring, affectionate, GSOH, looking 
for LTR with lady 60's, slim and 
likeminded. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 415093| 

JOHN own business, blue eyes, 
dark hair, loving, caring, tactile, 5ft 
lOins, own home, likes to wine and 
dine, come and meet me. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 414987 g 
LADY companion wanted for older 
gent, good position in life, likes 
travel, property abroad etc. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 414821 


FEMININE 

sensual 

female, slim- 
medium build 
wanted by slim, kind 
male for daytime meets, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 414809g 
OUTGOING male, seeking 
attractive female, likes sports, 
music, cinema and nights out. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414793| 

LATE 60's male, fit, 5ft lOins, 
GSOH, usual trappings, likes 
nice restaurants etc, slim, 
reliable, seeks nice lady for 
whatever comes. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 414643 
GARETH handsome 40's pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421 g 

SINGLE male, early 50's, 
seeking female for discreet 
meets, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

414347 g 

39YR old guy, 6ft 2ins, slim- 
medium build, seeking female for 
no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414259 § 

LADY companion 60-70 wanted 
for elderly gent, likes travel with 
property abroad. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 414133 
AMIABLE intelligent male, 77, 
light smoker, seeks slim lady for 
friendship/companionship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
413127(| 

MATURE male, looking for 
discreet meetings with female. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
413039 g 

FRANK 54, 5ft lOins, blue eyes, 
blond hair, smoker, seeking 
friendship with mature female, 
40-60. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 4128931 
67YR old male, slim, 5ft 5ins, 
many interests, likes holidays, 
meals out, seeking slim female 
55-65 with GSOH to share TLC. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414023g 

BLUE eyed male, fit, toned, likes 
socialising, travel, OHAC, seeks 
female, 40-56 for loving, caring 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 413981 | 

MALE seeking Asian female, any 
age, outgoing, likes outdoors for 
fun times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 413965| 

KEEN cyclist 58, non¬ 
competitive, seeks similar female 
for sea wall, countryside ride, 
walking etc for fun, laughs and 
whatever. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 413337 g 
RETIRED engineer 67, likes 
meals out, nights in, holidays, 
seeking slim lady, 60-65, young 
at heart to wine/dine, friendship 
and more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 413161 | 


RETIRED 

male, 
seeks 
attractive 
female for 
friendship and fun, any 
age/status/colour. East Kent, 
can travel. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 413133 | 
COMPANY Director, mature, late 
50's, seeking female, any age for 
mutually rewarding friendship, 
Kent/Surrey area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412819 
IAN 5ft 11 ins, likes rock/roll, 
singing, making people laugh, 
seeking someone special. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412799f 



Then send to 

80098 


MALE 49, 5ft lOins, likes cinema, 
reading, walks, seeks female in the 
Thanet area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412235 


PAUL own business, looking for 
daytime fun with lady. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

411127 $ 


98. Sen** provided by IM 
IX Need Help’ C*U 0107 J. 

WRITER tall, slim, dark hair, 
generous, seeking broadminded 
lady for fun times. Any 
age/status. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No:412749g 
BARRY divorced, 6ft, well built, 
seeking fun time girl for good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412717| 

SINGLE young lady, slim- 
medium build, 24-38 sought by 
mature male in Canterbury. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
405697 g 

MALE 48, looking for fun loving 
female to enjoy outdoor activities, 
nights in and meals out. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

392212| 

EX headmaster, tall, dark, seeks 
adventurous lady, status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412263 g 
BESIDE the Pointe. Literate self- 
possessing, legginess, kindred 
spirit sought by white male for 
elevating the bar. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412223 
MALE 49, attractive, fit, 
spontaneous, good company, no 
ties, seeking likeminded lady for 
the road ahead, nights in and out. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411309g 


companion for 
relationship. Herne Bay 
area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411993 g 
CHIPS on the pier, walks on the 
beach/countryside, VGSOH, 58yrs 
old, fit male, seeks female for 
laughs and love and whatever. NE 
Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:411725g 

MALE 5ft 11 ins, good-looking, 
athletic build, looking for discreet 
fun times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411477 

DEREK seeking female, 50-60 for 
company, friendship and have fun 
together. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411433 

RAY 63, 5ft lOins, slim, semi- 
retired, seeking no strings discreet 
meets for adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411147 g 
WORLD war veteran seeking 
happy lady with nice conversation 
in the Kent area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411133 
DAVE 65, retired, N/S, likes 
gardening, music, meals out, 
holidays, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410971 
DAVE 62, 5ft lOins, slim, semi- 
retired builder, seeks no strings 
discreet daytime meets for adult 
fun. Surrey. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410899 g 
MALE likes outdoor life, smoker, 
seeking local female for cosy 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410755| 

BRIAN 70, Maidstone, seeking 
female, 60 plus, likes meals out, 
cinema, theatre, days out and cosy 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410611 g 
DEREK 5ft 11 ins, slim-medium 
build, loving, caring, seeking black 
lady for possible relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410511 | 


1 


Follow us 

locally 


on 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 mes¬ 
sages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. 
No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats 
Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message to opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 
7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 11/01/15 
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By Hannah Stephenson 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


AS the RSPB, birdwatchers and gar¬ 
deners nationwide gear up for the 
charity’s annual Big Garden Bird- 
watch, the organisation is warning 
that birds that have benefited from a 
mild autumn will begin to struggle as 
the weather changes. 

Findings from the 2014 event, in 
which almost half a million people re¬ 
corded the birds they saw over the 
two days, revealed some interesting 
changes among our most popular 
garden birds. 

Blue tits emerged in their highest 
position since Big Garden Birdwatch 
began and were the second most fre¬ 
quently seen species. The previous 
occupiers of the second spot, black¬ 
birds, dropped to number four. 

Goldfinches climbed another place 
since the previous year and reached 
number seven, while the robin 
dropped back to number 10. There 
was also a new entrant to the top 20 
- the great spotted woodpecker, for 
the first time ever, at number 20. 

As well as asking the public to 
record their findings - with the help of 
identification pictures available on 
the RSPB website www.rspb.org.uk - 
the organisation is also asking people 
to do their bit to protect our birds 
through the winter by topping up 
their bird feeders and providing fresh 
water and shelter for wildlife in their 
gardens during the frosty weather. 

The nature charity says there are 
three things that birds will need this 
winter: food, unfrozen water and 
shelter. 

In chilly weather, birds will appre- 



BLUE TITS: Making a comeback 


enina d 



date a variety of food, but fatty food 
will be especially helpful. For exam¬ 
ple, fat balls, or homemade bird cakes 
made with lard and packed with 
seeds, fruit or dried mealworms are 
great treats to put out in your garden. 

Kitchen scraps will work well, and 
a recipe for successfully feeding birds 
over winter might include chopped 
fat from unsalted meat, cheese, dried 
fruit and pastry. 


Unfrozen water for drinking and 
bathing may be hard for birds to find 
when there’s been a frost, but with a 
simple trick you can help to keep a 
patch of water ice-free. 

Float a small ball, such as a ping- 
pong ball, on the surface of the water. 
Even the lightest breeze will keep it 
moving and stop an area of the water 
freezing. 

Finally, provide shelter by planting 


survive 

dense hedges such as privet or haw¬ 
thorn, or letting ivy or holly grow. 
These all provide great cover for birds 
to roost in. 

Nestboxes can also be good roost¬ 
ing sites, and roofs are a popular spot 
for birds trying to keep warm. If birds 
are getting into a hole in your roof 
and you need to get the hole fixed, 
consider putting up a nestbox to re¬ 
place the gap. 



RSPB wildlife advisor Richard 
James says: “People can make a real 
difference to garden birds and im¬ 
prove their chances of surviving the 
winter. 

“Birds don’t need much and by pro¬ 
viding a supply of food, a patch of un¬ 
frozen water and somewhere to shel¬ 
ter from the elements, you will be 
rewarded with great views of wildlife 
in your back garden.” 
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Welling 020 8855 6961 

Stephenson Close, Welling, Kent DAI 6 3AT 


info@orchardfencing.co.uk | www.orchardfencing.co.uk 


Orchard Fencing 


ltd 


Catford 020 8698 4064 

Ardoch Road, Catford, London SE6 1SZ 

Erith 01322 347799 

Landau Way, Darent Park Industrial Estate, 
Wallhouse Road, Erith, Kent DA8 2LF 


today for a 
competitive 


price! 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Putting the 
record straight 


IN response to Mr Peter Medwell of 
Broadstairs and his totally 
misinformed letter of last week in 
relation to Cllr Clive Hart, the 
former Thanet District Council 
Leader. 

Firstly, Mr Medwell very cleverly 
chose not to mention in his letter, 
that during the public meeting he 
referred to, Roger Gale MP had 
wholeheartedly thanked Clive for 
his support with the Manston Task 
Force and furthermore, that Clive 
in his own speech, also confirmed 
he stood ‘shoulder to shoulder’ 
with our two local Thanet MPs to 
support Manston and its retention 
as an airport. 

However, what has really 
incensed me is that as with 
virtually every other scheduled 
council meeting or public event for 
more than a decade, my husband, 
Cllr Clive Hart, had arranged our 
own private domestic appoint¬ 
ments to fit around his extremely 
busy councillor role that day. 

He most certainly did not leave 
the meeting at the Winter Gardens 
‘early’ as Mr Medwell suggests, 
indeed, the meeting was scheduled 
to finish considerably earlier and 
was extended by an hour, the vast 
majority of which we stayed for. 
Consequently my husband and I 
left much later than we had 
originally planned and for the 
record, some considerable time 
after both MPs had actually left. 

I remember the afternoon very 
clearly because I became extremely 
concerned and distressed that we 
were getting very late to pick up 
our grandson, as previously 
arranged with my daughter. 

Clive’s undoubted commitment 
to Thanet is one thing but our joint 
commitment to our family and in 
particular the safety and wellbeing 
of our young grandchildren is also 
a major priority. 

I therefore sincerely hope Mr 
Medwell will contact my husband 
to apologise for his totally miscon¬ 
strued and now publicly made 
allegations. 

Cllr Sandra Hart, 

Margate 

NSPCC in need 
of volunteers 


I WOULD like to take this opportu¬ 
nity to thank all of your readers 
who have supported the work of 
the NSPCC during the last year. 
Without the backing of local people 
the NSPCC would not be able to 
help abused children rebuild their 
lives, or be there for parents who 
desperately need advice and 
support. 

As we move into 2015 I would 
like to appeal to your readers to 
make a very special kind of New 
Year’s resolution for the NSPCC. 
‘Just One Day’ is a call for people to 
come forward and volunteer some 
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Have a say on the 
Right to Light issue 


WHY does KCC believe one 
person’s safety is more important 
than another? 

Please sign this on-line 
petition - we need 10,000 
signatures to make KCC review 
its part street light policy and 
switch our lights back on for 
everyone’s safety - go to the KCC 
website, search e-petitions, Right 
to Light e-petition. Or visit 
https://democracy.kent.gov.uk/ 
mgepetitionlistdisplay. 
aspx?bcr=l 

Many signatures have already 
been collected, please add your 
voice to this important issue. 

KCC has switched off 70,000 of 
120,000 street lights, plunging 
many residential areas into total 
darkness, it says to save £1 
million a year, but it has cost 
£4.2 million to implement so will 
take over four years to payback, 
there are other issues to: 

What about the safety of people 
walking home or going to work, 
many work irregular hours (hospi¬ 
tal workers, emergency services, 
shift workers) and are out at all 
hours? We live in a 24-hour 
society, their safety is being risked 
by roads plunged into darkness 
from possible accidents from 
tripping on uneven pavements or 
obstacles, or from road accidents 
or crime. 

KCC’s decision is discrimina¬ 
tory - lights are off in some roads 
but not others - left on in 
shopping and town centres and 
universities, but not residential 
roads. KCC surely has a duty to 


time to support our work - even if 
people can only spare one day, it 
will be a massive help. 

There are many different ways 
that people can volunteer their 
time including helping out with 
admin at one of our offices; 
becoming an NSPCC ChildLine 
Schools Service volunteer; 
becoming a ChildLine helpline 


provide services equally as we all 
pay rates. Residents without 
lighting are subsidising those 
who do and are also disadvan¬ 
taged in health, safety and 
potential exposure to increased 
crime. 

There is also an increased 
crime potential - it is a burglar’s 
charter, encouraging criminals 
to target unlit areas to burgle 
and escape in total darkness, and 
increases threat of personal 
violence, muggings and rapes. 
Then there is increased stress 
from fear of attack with many 
elderly and disabled feeling 
unsafe in their own homes 

Residents are being forced to 
install, or leave on, personal 
external lighting at considerable 
extra cost, which again is unfair 
and discriminatory. 

Street lighting is a basic 
service and basic necessity 
- KCC’s switching it off is totally 
unacceptable. KCC has decided to 
install LED lighting, but will not 
confirm when it is installed 
whether it will switch all the 
lights back on. Installation will 
take years and people’s safety is 
at risk until then. 

Also, if the council knew it was 
going to install LED lighting, 
why has it wasted £4.2 million of 
ratepayers’ money to implement 
the ‘part light’ scheme, which it 
will never recover in energy cost 
savings during the period before 
switching to LED lights? 

J Cole, 

Broadstairs 


counsellor; getting involved in an 
event by setting up stalls or taking 
photographs, or cheering-on 
NSPCC participants in a sporting 
race or activity. 

In Kent, we especially need 
fundraising volunteers. So whether 
you’re interested in running a 
marathon, running a stall at a 
local fete, or just sparing a few 


hours to help at a collection, we 
would love to hear from you. 

Abuse ruins childhood, but it 
can be prevented. That’s why the 
NSPCC is here. That’s what drives 
our work, and that’s why - as long 
as there’s abuse the NSPCC will 
fight for every childhood. 

Please join us in the fight for 
every childhood by volunteering 
some time to support the NSPCC, 
whether you can spare a day a 
week or just one day. To find out 
more call 0203 188 3932 or log on 
to nspcc.org.uk/volunteer. 

Rupa-Dey Amin, 
NSPCC fundraising manager 

More people will 
realise the truth 


I WRITE in reply to the letter from 
Rosie Sprigg of Canterbury, KoS 
Letters 28/12/14. 

Without UKIP there would have 
been no discussion regarding the 
EU web we are entrapped within. 

Without UKIP the disguised 
deceit we are entangled with would 
not have been made manifest. 

Without UKIP, thousands of 
those who could ‘see the big 
picture’ would have had no 
representation. 

Many thank UKIP that the 
public is slowly awakening from 
their brain washed stupor. 
Realising now the truth of our 
awful situation. 

Far from praying that “they 
should be shown the door”, no 
Rosie Sprigg of Canterbury, we 
need to pray earnestly that many 
more of our right-thinking people 
will realise the truth. 

Incidentally, if UKIP could afford 
to subject parties to the same 
amount of electronic scrutiny that 
they are exposed to, I shudder to 
think of what they would turn up. 

June Moore, 

Tunbridge Wells 

Drone air threat 
poses danger 

I AM writing in response to your 
piece about possible drone strikes 
over Dungeness. 

If this is the case, why are we not 
hearing more about it? Terrorists 
are becoming increasingly 
sophisticated in their methods, and 
in this age of fear, we must do all 
we can to protect ourselves. 

I am not aware of what security 
precautions the power station has 
in place: I would expect these to 
stay top-secret. 

The drone flights mentioned in 
the article were not thought to 
have had any malicious intent: I 
hope that this is the case, other¬ 
wise the damage that unmanned 
flying objects could cause to our 
power source is truly unthinkable. 

Jim Crispin, 

Wadhurst 
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Telephone tower 
at Etchinghill 

by John White, 
Etchinghill 


If your picture is printed on 
this page you will receive an 
any-duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of... 


myFERRYlink 

Owned and run by the crew 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 


THE FRANCE 
B SHOW 2015 

23-25 January 2015 | Olympia, London 
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If you love France, why not 
visit The France Show 
at Olympia, London 

The France Show is back in January 2015, bringing you the 
very best of France - food, wine, property, holiday ideas, 
travel offers and entertainment - all under one roof. 

For three days in January, Olympia in London is the place to be 
for a flavour of France. Watch cookery demonstrations from 
top chefs, listen to best-selling author Carol Drinkwater, sample 
fine French wines at the tutored wine tastings, brush up on your 
French skills at the language seminars and pick up some local 
specialities at the French market. 

There's so much to experience; we look forward 
to seeing you there! 


Book your tickets for just £10 and save 35% 

at www.thefranceshow.com/tickets 
or call +44 (0)1242 264777 - promo code KSS42 

www.thefranceshow.com 



* offer valid until 25 January 2015 
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NEW 2015: Health 



e new you 


T hinking New Year, new you? Well, 
for 2015, why not look into seeing 
what we can offer you? 

Imagine sinking into a spa full of 
bath bubbles or raising your pulse in 
the gym at the Mercure Maidstone Great Danes 
Hotel. 

After hitting the exercise machines in the 
Mercure Maidstone Great Danes Hotel gym, 
relax tired limbs in the heated indoor pool. 

You don’t need to move a muscle in our Feel 
Good Health Club - just laze in the sauna, 
steam room or spa bath. 

We have some great offers including Dip and 
Dine! 

Cardio and Resistance Gym 

Our wide choice of cardio and resistance 
gym machines will help you keep on track with 


your fitness regime during your stay at 
Mercure Maidstone Great Danes Hotel. 

Swimming Pool and Spa 

Our 6ft deep indoor heated pool is open for 
early birds at 6.45am from Monday to Friday, 
and 7am on Saturday and Sunday. 

Detox after the wedding party with a sauna, 
or submerge yourself in the luxury of our 
bubbling spa bath. 

We also offer membership at our club. Find 
out more by contacting us today on 0844 815 
9045. 

■ Heated indoor pool 

■ Ladies and gents’ separate saunas 

■ Spa bath 

■ Steam room 

■ Open 7 days a week 


Get a little help 
from the NHS to 
lose weight or to 
quit smoking 

D ID you know that the NHS in Kent provides services that can help you to find a healthy 
weight, quit smoking or get more active? If your New Year’s resolution is to make a fresh 
start on your diet, finally give up the demon weed or to make the most of our beautiful 
Kent countryside by getting out and about more, then the NHS can help. 

Anne Ford, head of Health Improvement Services for Kent Community Health NHS 
Trust, said: “We provide a range of services for people who want to improve their health and 
wellbeing, ranging from Health Walks to Change for Life Clubs for all the family. 

“We also provide free NHS health checks for anyone aged 40-74 and our Expert Patients Pro¬ 
gramme is there to support anyone with a long-term health condition. 

“If you want to quit smoking, you’re up to ten times more likely to succeed with help from our 
Stop Smoking Team. We can provide NRT products on prescription as well as all the help you need 
to finally go smoke-free. 

“For anyone who wants a bit of extra help to make lifestyle changes, our health trainers offer up to 
six free sessions of support and advice.” 

Find out more by visiting www.kenthealthandwellbeing.nhs.uk or call the team on 0300 123 
1220 to find out more. 



JOIN NOW AND 
GET YOUR FIRST 
MONTH FREE! 


the New Year with Fed Goal hfcith Got). From 
Knerijr mq urtntm datKilD the buhbing spa pool we 
htfw? twiytf T-q yon peed to make 2G1& yOuf hedfthiai 

yeiry*. 
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Kent Community Health czza 

NHS Trust 



Dive/ nell. Dive/ Dodger! 


Did you know that the NHS in Kent can help you to 
live a healthier, longer life? 

We have local services that can help you to stay fit, 
healthy and well. So if you want to lose weight, get 
active or stop smoking in 2015, get in touch. 


0300 123 1220 

Stop Smoking • Healthy Weight • Health Checks 
Health Trainers • Health Walks • Expert Patients 
Exercise Referral • Family Lifestyle Clubs 

www.kenthealthandwellbeing.nhs.uk 
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NEW 2015: Leisure Time 


que cruises on 
the river Medway 


T HE Kentish Lady offers a unique 
experience of the River Medway, 
from one-hour trips at weekends and 
school holidays to three-hour cruises 
during the week - and is also the 
perfect setting for your private party. 

The one-hour trips are perfect for the family 
and the adult-only three-hour cruises (which 
must be booked in advance) through Farleigh 
Lock include a picnic box or fish and chips. 
There is even a licensed bar on board if you 
fancy a tipple along the way. 

Kentish Lady River Medway Boat Trips offer 
you a fantastic opportunity to shop in Maid¬ 
stone town centre by boat! You can Park & Sail, 
and use the river to visit Kent Life, The Malta 
Inn and Whatman Park - Maidstone’s 
millennium park. 

If you have a little time to wait for the next 
cruise, you can visit the refreshment kiosk 
where you will find hot and cold drinks, 
cupcakes and cookies, sweets and ice cream - a 
well-deserved treat! 

As the river weaves its way through 
Maidstone there is history around every 
corner. Take in the sights and splendour of this 
great county town from the comfort of your 
own seat aboard the Kentish Lady river boat. 


The River Medway provides a beautiful 
backdrop and the Kentish Lady can cater for 
every occasion, from disco parties, wedding 
receptions, birthdays and anniversaries to 
social gatherings. 

We provide a wide variety of buffet choices 
and can arrange entertainment and decorate 
the boat for your special occasion. There is 
even a licensed bar on board. 

Gift vouchers: Why not treat someone 
special to an unusual and thoughtful gift? 
Three-hour cruise vouchers are available for 
purchase any time throughout the year. To 
purchase your voucher please call 01622 
753740. 

Of course, our licensed bar will be open if 
your fancy something a little stronger, that is 
until the bar staff have to do the locks! 

Our well-stocked bar serves a wide variety of 
drinks, including wine, spirits, alcopops, 
draught and bottled beer, soft drinks, hot 
beverages and snacks. Our bar tariffs are 
similar to pub prices. 

One-hour trips run from March to Decem¬ 
ber; and three-hour trips run from April to 
October. Private hire is from April to Septem¬ 
ber. See our website for full details: www. 
kentishlady.co.uk. 


Pride in offering 
loyal customers 
the marque's best 

W ITH a history stretching back nearly a century, Citroen has a loyal customer base 
that holds the performance, style and value of each Citroen model in high esteem. 

Wilmoths Citroen is proud to represent the internationally-acclaimed brand, 
providing motorists throughout Kent and Sussex with the full array of new cars, 
used vehicles and aftersales services. 

New and used Citroen cars 

With dealerships in Ashford, Battle, Eastbourne, Folkestone, Maidstone and Uckfield, we take 
great pride in being the largest Citroen dealer in the Kent and Sussex region. At each of our loca¬ 
tions, we offer the complete range of new cars from Citroen, incorporating everything from chic city 
models to versatile family vehicles. 

Such is the diversity of its new car range, Citroen’s dedication to ensuring there is a model to suit 
you is almost unprecedented in the automotive market. 

If you’re looking for an affordable and stylish new model, the Citroen Cl will prove ideal; the new 
Citroen Picasso offers style and grace; while the Citroen Berlingo Multispace has enough room to 
accommodate families of all sizes. 

The sales teams at each Wilmoths dealership look forward to helping find the perfect new Citroen 
car for you. 

They will even offer impartial advice on funding your purchase, as well as directing you to the 
myriad used cars we have available should there be a suitable model at a fantastic price. 

Take a look at the full range of new and used Citroen cars we currently have available and book a 
test drive today. 



Take a peaceful 
cruise along 
the River Medway 


As the river weaves its way through 
Maidstone there is history around every 
corner. Take in the sights and splendour of 
this great county town from the comfort of 
the Kentish Lady River Boat. 

The River Medway provides a beautiful 
backdrop and the Kentish Lady can cater for 
every occasion, from disco parties, wedding 
receptions, birthday’s and anniversaries to 
social gatherings. 

We provide a wide variety of buffet choices 
and can arrange entertainment and decorate 
the boat for your special occasion. There is 
even a licensed bar on board if you fancy a 
tipple along the way. 


01622 753740 
www.kentishlady.co.uk 

Hire Cruisers Ltd, Undercliffe Boathouse, Bishops Way, 
Maidstone, Kent ME15 6XG 


Available for events and occasions 
Fully Licensed Bar open during all trips 
DJ available (booking required) 

Buffet available (booking required) 
Walk-on 1 hr cruises available at 
weekends at during school holidays 



ASHFORD 01233 640100 

WILMOTHS, QUANTOCK DRIVE, MAIDSTONE ROAD, ASHFORD, KENT, TN24 8TU 

CRAYFORD 01322 329581 

WILMOTHS, 10-48 LONDON ROAD, DARTFORD, KENT, DAI 4BH 

FOLKESTONE 01303 245588 

WILMOTHS, FOORD ROAD, FOLKESTONE, KENT, CT19 5AE 

MAIDSTONE 01622 750442 

WILMOTHS, SUTTON ROAD, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 8RD 


www.wilmoths.co.uk 
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NEW 2015: Interiors 


CSC has all your 
f loor needs covered 


d Kent 

F oor'ng 

br ngs a |i 

)ersonal 

touch to 

ndustry 


F AMILY-run business Mid Kent 

Flooring opened its doors in April 
2014, with a vast amount of experi¬ 
ence between Kay and the team. 

The business wanted to bring a 
personal touch to the flooring industry and 
hasn’t looked back. 

Their team will support you through every 
stage of your purchase, from budgeting and 
specifications to technical and colour choices 
to suit your individual needs. And the service 
won’t stop there; they are on hand for any 
questions you may have throughout the whole 
process. 

Kay and the team are backed by their desire 
for complete customer satisfaction and will 
deliver this though their experience and 
expertise. They will advise you on the perfect 
flooring for your home or business, and it will 
be fitted to the highest standard. 

Remember floor-covering is an investment 


and we offer a selection of carpets, vinyl, 
woods, and laminates just to name a few. And 
at budgets to suit! 

So if you’re looking at doing up one or more 
rooms of your home or business Mid Kent 
Flooring are here to help! 

Mid Kent Flooring supply the latest trends in 
flooring along with traditional patterns, but 
also offer bespoke colour and sizes tailored to 
your personal choice and needs. 

The showroom is kitted out with all the 
floorings you could think of, and you should 
head down to meet the team for a friendly 
welcome and consultation. 

January Deals: 

■ On all new orders placed throughout 
January you will be entitled to free grippers 
and standard trims. 

■ Free uplift and disposal of existing carpets 
and vinyls. 


W ELCOME to Carpet Sale Centre 
for all your flooring needs. 

Here at CSC we supply and 
install all types of flooring from 
all the leading manufacturers at 
the very best prices available, whether 
selecting from sample books or through our 
own stock of over 200 rolls. 

We have been in Strood for 20 years working 
with retail and various commercial companies, 
which include estate agents and builders 
throughout Kent and the south east. 

We provide a professional fitting service, 
contract and domestic, felt backs to Karndean, 
floor-prep screed, or ply right through to the 
finish. 

Pictured is a luxury vinyl tile with a border 
cut freehand by fitter Kevin Weeks. Luxury 
vinyl tiles are becoming very popular, espe¬ 
cially those from Karndean, Polyflor and TLC. 
We have an area just for these tiles in our 
warehouse for you to view and to help you 
decide where they will go. 

CSC hold in stock more than 200 rolls of 
carpet in various qualities, from landlord to let 
specials to luxury 80 per cent wool twist pile 
and Wilton. Our fitters provide a complete 
professional service, from floor prep to the 
finish. 



We provide a fitting and delivery service 
throughout Kent and the south east. For a 
no-obligation quote please feel free to contact 
us on 01634 720411. 

If you cannot get to us, we can come to you. 
Let us know what you are looking for and you 
can select in the comfort of your own home or 
even at work. 



Mid Kent Flooring 

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC FLOOR COVERINGS 



- Carpets 

- Vinyls 

- Laminate 

- Solid Wood 

■ Artificial Grass 

- Karndean 

■ Wet Rooms 

- Uplift old 

- Move furniture 


All work is fully guaranteed 

H3S3 [SMESiSg 


Unit 2, Mid Kent Shopping Centre, Castle Road, 
Allington, Maidstone, Kent, ME 16 0PU 

01622 761230 

www. midkentflooring. co.uk 
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Artificial Law 


Unit 8 Ballard Business Park, 

Cuxton Road, Strood, Kent ME2 2NY 

www.artificiallawncentre.co.uk 


OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm Sat 9am-1pm 


Cheapest p ricesjn 
Me dwav this 


We guarantee any written quote will be beaten 

• WOOD • UNDERLAY 

FLOORING . CARPETS 

• LAMINATES # FITTING ACCESSORIES 

• • ARTIFICIAL GRASS 

FLOORING 

We stock Artificial Grass 
a perfect lawrf all year round 

www.artificiallawncentre.co.uk 


Here at Artificial Grass Centre we 
sell a wide range of various different 
types of artificial grass and turf. 


Call 01634 720411 and a member of 
our staff will be happy to assist you 
in choosing the correct type of grass 

We offer an installation and delivery 
service throughout South East 
England, please contact us for more 
details. 


keeping toes 
warm this winter 
in Medway 


CSC 

Carpet Sale Centre 


UNIT 8 BALLARD BUSINESS PARK, 
CUXTON RD, 

STROOD 
ME2 2NY 


TEL: 01634 720411 
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NEW 2015: Home 




eriors - 
'et is out' 



E stablished in the year 2000 , dj 

Interiors has grown from a 
one-man fitting service to the 
complete, bespoke flooring 
company. 

Catering for industries such as estate agents, 
care homes, building developments and 
pharmaceutical firms, the company has also 
worked on specialist projects for multi-million- 
pound yachts in Cannes and Monaco and is 
frequently requested back to work at the 
Cannes Film Festival. 

Currently its work is being showcased on 
Grand Designs, reflecting the quality crafts¬ 
manship it offers to all its customers, whether 
domestic or commercial. 

Whatever it is, DJ Interiors has you covered; 
from full refurbishments to hygienic wall 
cladding, from safety flooring to Axminsters, 
from landlord cord to luxury vinyl tiles, there 
really is something to suit everyone at an 
affordable price. 

Its prices are all-inclusive too, so there are no 
nasty hidden charges at the end. 

Over the past 14 years, all of DJ Interiors’ 
work has been generated as a direct result of a 
referral. Its work has always done the selling 
and as such the company has operated as a 



‘best kept secret’ passed on by happy custom¬ 
ers. The firm’s staff pride themselves on their 
levels of service and only sign off a job if they 
would be happy with it in their own homes. 

So now the secret is out. Call the company at 
its showroom. The staff would love to talk to 
you about any grand designs you have and give 
you advice on how best to achieve your plans 
at a suitable budget. They look forward to 
hearing from you soon. 

Call 01843 224362, or see the website at 
www.dannyjefferyinteriors.co.uk. 


Glebe Fencing Ltd can 
tick the boxes for your 
fencing, decking, gates 
and pergola needs 

I T’S a New Year, a fresh start and a clean slate. Do you plan to achieve everything on your 
newly-written DIY to-do list? 

Here at Glebe Fencing Ltd, we always see a rise in trade early in the New Year as people 
buy all their fencing, decking and gate supplies with all the intentions to fit them. Soon 
after that we then receive calls asking for installation quotes. 

So, if you have added fencing, or decking, gates or pergolas to your list, maybe Glebe Fencing Ltd 
could help tick those boxes for you? 

We offer a free site survey and fixed price quotations so there will be no unwanted surprises. All 
quotations are valid for three months from the date of survey, giving you time to consider or 
compare the quote without the worry of time constraints. 

Glebe Fencing Ltd has grown from the traditions of a sole trader to a company that now services 
the whole of Kent and beyond. 

Maintaining the values that were the foundations of growth, you’ll be sure to receive great 
advice from experienced fencers who have the added benefit of stocking their own panels and 
materials, ensuring you get comprehensive service with just the one call. 

With Glebe Fencing Ltd, you can buy on-line, buy direct and most importantly, buy in 
confidence. 

For more details, visit www.glebefencing.co.uk, or call the customer service team on 01622 
220054. 




FENCING CONTRACTORS 


CALI 01622 220054 


Opening Times: 
Monday - Friday 7am - 4.30pm 
and Saturday 7am - 3pm 


for all your 


blinds 


Kent’s Fencing Specialists 


danny yinteriors 


CLICK & RESERVE FENCING ON-LINE AT 
WWW.GLEBEFENCING.CO.UK * @GLEBEFENCINGLTD 

OR VISIT GLEBE AT 108 HOOKERS LANE, DETLING ME14 3JJ 


01843 224 362 


Glebe Fencing Ltd provide the most 
comprehensive fencing service, 
offering advice and solutions to your 
fencing needs, including a repair and 
maintenance service. 

One of Kent’s leading suppliers 
of fencing, decking and gates 
to the trade and public. 


Why shop with Glebe? 

CONVENIENT • VALUE FOR MONEY • FREE LOCAL DELIVERY* 
• SAME DAY COLLECTION ON ALL STOCK ITEMS 
• QUALITY PRODUCTS • GREAT SERVICE 


Call us today. We’d love to talk to you about your project. 


E: danny@dannyjefferyinteriors.co.uk 


A8 Continental Approach 
Westwood Industrial Estate 
Margate, Kent CT9 4JG 


www. danny/'^rpnteriors. co.uk 


We specialise in supplying and fitting flooring and blinds 
around your home or your workplace. Our reputation 
has been built on providing the highest quality products 
with our experienced craftsmen at a price you can afford. 
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NEW 2015: Fostering 
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C HRYSALIS Care - transforming 
lives this New Year ... all year and 
every year. 

Chrysalis Care has celebrated 
many New Years since it started 
providing foster placements for children and 
young people in 1997. 

It’s the time of year for reviewing and 
evaluating goals and plans, often with hopes 
for a better life - and Chrysalis Care have 
always strived for better lives for the children 
and young people they provide foster care for. 

Being placed with the right family, at a time 
when they need it most, can make all the 
difference to the life experience of a child or 
young person and can actually help to 
transform their lives. 

As an Ofsted-rated ‘outstanding’ organisa¬ 
tion, we know that without our diverse foster 


carer team, we could not fulfil our ethos of 
transforming the lives of children. 

Whatever time of year, children come into 
the care system for all sorts of reasons with 
needs that are individual to their experiences, 
so we need foster carers from a range of 
cultural, religious and ethnic backgrounds, 
mixed age groups and both single people and 
couples. 

If you want to know more about becoming a 
fully-trained foster carer, receiving 24-hour 
support, and have a spare room and also room 
in your life to offer a child or young person, we 
are waiting to hear from you and to answer 
your queries. 

If this New Year you want to make a 
difference, please call 0208 2982800, email 
info@chrysaliscare.org or visit chrysaliscare- 
fostering.org. 


Dedicated therapeutic 
family-based care for 
children and young in 
England by ISP 

I SP is an independent fostering agency established in 1987 which practises dedicated 
therapeutic family-based care for children and young people in England. 

We arrange fostering for children in ISP-approved foster families. The all-important 
relationship between foster families and young people is underpinned by a therapeutic, 
multi-disciplinary approach with expertise in social work, therapy, education and fostering. 
In our therapeutic fostering, carers have appropriate experience, knowledge, understanding 
and empathy and use everyday caring experiences to help children thrive and develop. With 
extensive support, our carers work with young people who at times display extreme behaviours 
and emotions, helping them to live in stable, nurturing family placements. 

Our foster carers come from various ethnic, social, racial and cultural backgrounds. Some are 
married, some are single and some are in long-term relationships. 

Many foster carers have children of their own although this is not a requirement, however, 
carers must be able to demonstrate a good understanding of how the needs of children who are 
fostered may differ from those who live with their own families. 

Life as an ISP foster carer is rarely predictable. Each young person arrives with their own 
distinctive personality, challenges and needs. Extensive support is provided, however carers do 
need deep reserves of determination, flexibility and resilience. 

We are particularly interested in respite-only carers. 

We have centres in Kent, London, Buckinghamshire, Milton Keynes and Sussex. We have also 
started recruiting in the Solent area. 

If you would like to find out more please contact our Fostering Team on 0800 0857 989 or 
fostering.team@ispchildcare.org.uk or visit our website www.ispchildcare.org.uk. 


could YOU foster; 


chrysaliscare 

transforming lives 





Chrysalis Care, an OUTSTANDING festering 
provider* Is- seeking those interested in becoming a 
foster carer, and [oining our outstanding agency In 
providing first class care for children and young people. 

You don't have to be married, you don't need to be 
employed, you don't need a trig home* just a spare room 
and space in your life to help a vulnerable child to achieve, 


rv ’■ 

As a Chrysalis Care foster ca- 

■ 24 hour professional support 

m 1 * 

* Excellent remuneration 

Ml 

1 Comprehensive draining ^ 

i ■ 

* Access to a range of 

children s services ^ 




& 


We arc also looking for those Interested In providing a home to a 

parent and child, teenagers* children with disabilities 

and carers Interested In remind fostering. 



For more information and application: 

Tel: 020 8293 2300 Eftttibinfo@chrysallscajre.org 
Weh: www.diryHilsarefostirinjori 



COULD YOU MAKE 

[ a DIFFERENCE? 


Are you ready 
for the challenge 
of putting some 
colour back into 
a young person's 
life? 

We need Foster 
Carers now so call 
us on 0800 0857 989 
or text ISP to 80800 
(freetext) to talk 
about Fostering. 

We give 
generous 
allowances 
& excellent 
support. 


Fostering Therapy Education Social Work 

InSPired Foster Care 
www.ispchildcare.org.uk 




46 Week ending January 11, 2015 


NTW 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 













































NEW 2015: Education 


ake 2015 vour vear to 


snine - enrol on a course 
at Bromley College now 


I F you want to make a difference to your 
life in 2015 then why not look at the 
many opportunities available to you at 
Bromley College this January? 

With more than 20 new courses to 
choose from, now is the perfect time to develop 
your skills and improve your career prospects 
in 2015. We are launching some new courses 
aimed directly at 16 to 18-year-olds who are 
still deciding on their next course of study, or 
who have decided to change direction from the 
course they are on. 

These are full-time courses and open to any 
young person who is still required to be in 
education, employment or training. 

We have an exciting range of access courses 
for adults who want to gain the qualifications 
to go to university. 

These courses are eligible for funding for 
over-24s through 24+ Advanced Learning 
Loans, which means there are no upfront fees 
and you only pay back when you are earning 
over £21,000 per year. 

If you complete a relevant degree you won’t 
have to pay the Access loan back at all. 

You can also study up to degree level at 
Bromley College, where hundreds of students 


are already studying in our dedicated Higher 
Education and Professional Centre where the 
high standards of teaching and small class 
sizes make learning close to home an enviable 
experience. 

Our new Hospitality, Food and Enterprise 
College is offering an entry-level programme 
for those wanting a career in catering. We are 
also running a series of short courses, for those 
who want to develop their home cooking skills. 

Principal Sam Parrett says: “It’s been an 
exciting year here at Bromley College of 
Further and Higher Education. From the 
launch of our 14-16 college this September, to 
the opening of our brand new £4.5m sports 
centre, we have had a huge amount to 
celebrate. 

“As well as our high success and retention 
rates, students will also benefit from our 
recently launched Bromley Advantage 
programme. This is aimed at helping our 
students to develop employability and commu¬ 
nication skills - which are crucial to a 
successful future career. 

“We have courses for people of all ages and all 
abilities. Simply take a look at what we have to 
offer and enrol today at www.bromley.ac.uk.” 


Celebrating pupils' 
A-level results at 
Norton Knatchbull 


S TUDENTS, parents and staff at the 
Norton Knatchbull School gathered 
to celebrate their A-level results. In 
total, our students achieved 22% A* 
or A grades, and 50% A*, A or B 

grades. 

Our overall pass rate was 99.7%. The vast 
majority of our students will continue their 
studies at university and have already received 
firm offers of a place. The average point score per 
student was 847.94. 

There are a number of students whose 
achievements are exceptional across all A2 
subjects they studied, and who therefore deserve 
particular praise: Callum Shaw achieved A* 
grades in all of Further Mathematics, Math¬ 
ematics, Chemistry, Physics and English 
Literature; Christy Varghese achieved A* grades 
in Mathematics and Psychology and two A 
grades in Biology and Chemistry; Ryan Cherry 
also achieved A* grades in Sociology and 
Psychology, an A grade in Physical Education 
and a C grade in Biology; Justin Bean achieved 
an A* grade in Geography and A grades in Fine 
Art, Mathematics and Physics; Edward Potter 



achieved an A* grade in Psychology and A 
grades in Sociology, Music and Chemistry; 
Shanice Evans achieved an A* grade in 
Sociology, B grades in English Language and 
Literature, Government and Politics and 
Psychology, and a B grade in the AQA Extended 
Project. 

In addition to the above, the following 
students must be congratulated for gaining an 
A* grade in one of the A2 subjects they studied: 
Harry Middleton (Government and Politics); 
Christopher Morley (English Literature); Maisie 
Newman (Sociology); Michael Parrett (Math¬ 
ematics); Oliver Potter (Chemistry); Aidan Shell 
(Psychology); George Tickner (Russian). 



Make 2015 your 
year to shine! 

Start a new course 
this January at 
Bromley College 

With funding and loans for 
many courses - now is the 
time to invest in your future. 


_ _ B u _ _ ■ ■ |-% I OF FURTHER & HIGHER EDUCATION 

Visitbromley.ac.uk , BromleyconEGE 
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NEW 2015: Business 





Y OU might need a place to stay on 
business or the right place for your 
next conference. So it’s a good job 
we’ve so many places to choose 
from. 

More than 270 hotels in fact, with 1,100 
meeting rooms between them. That’s a lot of very 
different places jam-packed with personality! 

And from 12th century elegance to 21st 
century city chic, some things never change. 
Like getting great value and free internet 
access. 

Whether it’s making your business stays pay 
with Best Western Rewards®, getting more 
bang for your buck with our Going Green 
programme, or just recharging the batteries 
with our luxurious leisure facilities, we take 
care of business at Best Western. 

Our free credit account for businesses makes 
your hotels and rail travel easier to book and 
your fuel and car parking easier to pay for, 
making your expense management far easier 
to deal with. 

We really do bring more to the table with our 
choice of interesting venues across the UK, 
great value inclusive rates and dedicated 
advisers. Find out how they can help you with 



your next meeting. We’re perfectly placed to 
help you plan your next conference or event, 
with everything you need from technology to 
award-winning cuisine. Get in touch and your 
enquiry will be answered within two hours. 

Sound good? Find out how we can help with 
the big day. 

Best Western Stade Court Hotel 
West Parade 
Stade Street 
Hythe 
CT21 6DT 
01303 261803 
stadecourt@bestwestern.co.uk 


Basepoint Folkestone's 
Business Centre is the 
place to look for easy-in 
and easy-out office space 

A N economic upturn is being felt at Basepoint Folkestone. 

Basepoint Folkestone, which offers business accommodation in offices and work¬ 
shops, is going from strength to strength. 

It has now been open for nearly 13 years and has given a home to more than 300 
businesses over the years. 

Supplying their business units on an easy-in, easy-out basis, Basepoint has been able to give 
businesses the option to stay for as long as they like from just one month up to over 12 years, as 
several businesses have opted for. 

This has allowed the businesses currently at the Business Centre to grow, which has been 
happening frequently over the last few months, along with brand new companies taking up the 
offer. 

Other services provided at Basepoint are meeting rooms for up to 32 people, an on-site cafe, 
photocopying, faxing, telephones and fast internet. 

Everything a business should need without the hassle of dealing with it. Leave that to the 
management staff! 

The centre also provides free networking events for both tenants and external companies to 
promote business and collaboration. 

The Networking Hub Group meet every other month, providing informal networking, lunch 
and a short presentation on a business topic - all free. 

The centre is nearly full, with only two offices currently available, so if you would like to be 
located at the busy, professional, friendly Business Centre, please call Lorraine or Caroline on 
01303 298298, drop by Monday to Friday to view, or find out more at www.basepoint.co.uk. 



BEST WESTERN 

STACK C?UfVT HPTEL 

At The BEST WESTERN Stade Court Hotel Hythe, Kent, We 
have a full range of Conference facilities and equipment 
and can cater for groups up to 60 people. 

To complement our exceptional food, drink and 
entertainment programme we have a team that is 
dedicated to ensuring that you receive professional and 
genuine hospitality from the moment you make your 
booking through to your special event. 


Stade Street, West Parade Hythe CT21 6DT 
Tel: 01303 268263 

Email: info@stadecourthotel.co.uk 

www.stadecourthotel.co.uk 

facebook.com/stadecourthotel ^ @stadecourthotel 


msi 

esfern 


Discover the advantages of a local 
business base on your doorstep 


At Basepoint we offer a number of benefits to help you 
stay local and keep costs down for your business. 

For more information on how we can help you benefit 
from being local, contact your nearest centre and quote 
"Think Local". 


Offices | Flexi-Space | Virtual Licences | Meeting Rooms 

Unique workspaces for your business 


BASEPOINT 

business centres 


01303 298298 


basepoint.co.uk 


Contact us today 


© folkestoneiffi basepoint.co.uk 
Q @basepoint_folk 
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ON’T get in a mess over MOSS. 

An apparently small but 
significant change to VAT took 
place on January 1, 2015, which 
may prove costly for unprepared 

businesses. 

The change introduces new EU rules on the 
‘place of supply’ of services in relation to 
business to consumer (B2C) supplies of digital 
services, such as broadcasting, telecommuni¬ 
cations and e-services. 

Previously these supplies had been taxable in 
the location of the supplier, ie you could hold a 
single VAT registration in the UK (assuming 
you are established here) and charge UK VAT 
on all of these supplies. 

However, from January 1, 2015, the same 
supplies are now taxable in the location of the 
consumer, with tax charged at the VAT rate 
applicable in the consumer’s EU member state. 

In order that UK-based suppliers of digital 


services do not have to register for VAT in every 
EU member state where they have customers, 
HMRC has developed a Mini-One-Stop-Shop 
(MOSS) service. 

This is an electronic system that allows 
businesses to register in only one EU member 
state and submit a single VAT return and 
payment each quarter for all their cross-border 
supplies of ‘digital services’. 

Determining which e-services are ‘digital 
services’ for the purposes of the new rules can 
be difficult, and businesses may also find 
gathering evidence of their customers’ 
locations something of a challenge. 

Submitting a late MOSS registration will 
force businesses to register for VAT in multiple 
jurisdictions, which can be costly. 

DSH is on hand to help and advise you on all 
aspects of VAT and Indirect Taxes, so contact 
us today on 01622 690666 for an informal 
chat. 



Ip fa E| 

14th-century Red 
Lion can cater for all 
your function needs 

A PICTURESQUE 14th-century pub situated in a small village near the town of Faver- 
sham - that’s the Red Lion at Hernhill. 

Surrounded by history, the pub dates back to the 1300s and still contains many 
original features. 

The Red Lion offers a selection of traditional English food alongside the frequently 
changing seasonal specials. 

Facilities include an upstairs restaurant, available for dining or large functions, a front patio 
overlooking the church and village green and a well-established pub garden with many historical 
features. 

Our function room and new restaurant are the perfect place to host your party whatever the 
time of year and we offer fantastic service and a choice of great food for all of your festive fun. 

The warm cosy atmosphere at the Lion will make you want to stay all day and all night. 

Not only for corporate functions, with the traditional log fires, home-cooked food and live 
entertainment, this free house has something for everyone. 

Book your party now at The Red Lion, Crockham Lane, Hernhill, Kent, ME13 9JR. Call us on 
01227 751207 or visit us at www.theredlion.org.uk 




Financial, Tax & Advisory Services 


“DSH just made 
everything simple” 

Samson Hajalie, Mornington Cars 


ttt intuit 


Book our Lovely 
to host your events 
Whatever your event we can cater for you 
in our refurbished function room, 

Please call to enquire 
about our package prices 

M ; : 

Circa 1364 

Cmlham lane, Hernhill, Kent, ME13 

01227 751207 
www.theredlion.org 


Advice that’s clear and simple 


01622 690666 


www.dsh.co.uk 


DSH 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


it For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





REVITALISED: The revived Viva (main 
picture) will be arriving soon, while 
Vauxhall’s new three-cylinder turbo 
engine has boosted the Corsa supermini 
as well as giving the misfiring Adam 
(below in chunky Adam Rocks version) 
the powertrains it deserves 

i -- - 


I S Vauxhall’s aim to move upmarket about 
to be driven more by small cars than bigger 
models like the Insignia? 

Worthy though the Insignia is - it is a 
former European Car of the Year, after all 
- there are signs that the latest Corsa supermini, 
highly customisable Adam three-door, and 
forthcoming Viva city car are the models really 
polishing the General Motors brand’s image. 

Even allowing for Vauxhall’s impressive clout 
in the fleet sector, the previous Corsa remained 
a favourite even up to the moment it was 
replaced. 

And though the new version is evolutionary 
rather revolutionary in its styling, it does feel 
well-made and now has a good engine line-up, 
including a new turbocharged three-cylinder 
petrol unit, offering four-cylinder smoothness 
and response without that format’s greater 
weight or fuel consumption. 

This engine should also re-energise the 
premium packaged Adam; Vauxhall’s MINI and 
Fiat 500 rival in the image-conscious ‘handbag/ 
manbag segment has been hamstrung by 
lacklustre power and handling. 

The unit will also power the eagerly-awaited 


Viva. This famous old model name died in 1979, 
succeeded first by the Chevette and then the 
Astra name, but now revived to adorn a car two 
sectors below its original place in the line-up 
while carrying over its market pitch as a 
no-nonsense runabout. 

The newcomer - due ‘in the spring’ is about all 


Vauxhall will say at present - has a five-door 
body highlighted by two exaggerated creases on 
the upper part of the doors and another version 
of the ‘blade’ motif that has given the brand’s 
current line-up such a stylish boost. 

The Viva will also naturally major on variants 
of the aforementioned three-cylinder. 




sma 


champ 
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Third time lucky for the Nissan X-Trail 


Having started it all, the Japanese marque wants the new X-Trail to seal its 
reputation as THE brand for crossovers, writes Steve Loader... 



N ISSAN’S X-Trail was 
always a cut above 
‘soft-roader’ rivals like 
the Toyota RAV4 and 
Honda CR-V, because it 
actually could cope with a bit of 
rough terrain. 

But generations one and two also 
had pugnacious looks to go with that 
role, which is perhaps why last year’s 
replacement is a more stylish beast 
likely to sell in greater numbers, 
while preserving some off-road 
ability in the 4x4 versions. 

It’s probably no accident either 
that the inventor of the crossover 
segment, with its original big-selling 
Qashqai and bug-eyed Juke baby 
sister, now wants the X-trail to 
become big brother to both of them. 

Nissan has also come up with a 
major budget saver: the previous 
Qashqai used to be offered as a 
standard five-seater or stretched 
‘seven-up’ model. 

But this new X-Trail offers 5-7 
seats within the same bodyshell for 
those who really must have seven 
aboard, allowing Nissan to dispense 
with the old Qashqai +2. 

The new X-Trail is available in 
both front-wheel drive (FWD) or 4x4 
formats, the former catering for 


people who want high-riding SUV/ 
crossover style plus economy. 

The FWD option keeps prices 
sensible too: from £22,995 for the 
entry-level five-seat Visia variant - 
£2,600 less than its predecessor. For 
those wanting 4x4, this starts at 
£26,495. 


A premium cabin, plus safety and 
driver aids are a major feature of the 
new car: even entry-level Visia trim 
is offered with a Smart Vision Pack, 
for a modest £495. 

For now, engine choice is limited to 
a single 130PS (128bhp) 1.6-litre 
diesel with so-so C02 emissions of 



129g/km, but decent performance - 
as good as the previous two-litre 
variant says Nissan. In FWD manual 
format it will return a potential 
57mpg on the official combined cycle, 
providing you don’t exploit the 
smooth and refined power and 
well-managed handling - it’s quite 


Nissan X-Trail 1.6 DCi 
130 Tekna Xtronic (7-str) 
Price: from ££30,995 


Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★ 

Best rival: Hyundai Santa Fe 


agile for a large and relatively tall car. 

But it is the newcomer’s crossover 
flexibility that wins most friends, 
with various passenger and loading 
options. A double load floor allows up 
to nine configurations, notably the 
creation of upper and lower areas 
with a simple single-handed move. 

In its topmost position, the 
floorboard can hold up to 10 kilo¬ 
grams of luggage, or 75 kilograms in 
its middle position. This enables the 
user to store, for example, a baby 
buggy and large items below while 
creating an upper load surface for 
smaller items or shopping. 

Access to the luggage area has also 
been made easier with remote 
operation of the power tailgate, a 
classy touch that will further worry 
expensive German premium rivals, 
already concerned by the Qashqai’s 
upmarket appeal. 


MEET THE NEW 





C0RS 


r 


NEW C0RSA 
LIMITED EDITION 3DR 


£149 PER MONTH 

OVER 23 MONTHS 
WITH A £2,533 ADVANCE RENTAL 


Contact us to book your test drive today. 


“BRILLIANT NEW C0RSA. 
SUPER-ADVANCED SUPERMINI” 

Auto Express 


Perrys of Sittingbourne 


01795 374205 

www.perrys.co.uk/sittingbourne-vauxhall 


London Road 
Sittingbourne 
ME9 9AQ 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). New Corsa Limited 
Edition 1.2,3dr: Urban: 42.2 (6.7), Extra-urban: 61.4 (4.6), Combined: 52.3 (5.4). C0 2 emissions: 126g/km. # 


Personal contract hire offer on New Corsa Limited Edition 1.2,3dr, red on orders received between 1 January 2015 and 1 April 2015, subject to availability and status. Age 18+ only. Figures based on a non-maintenance contract hire package with advance rental of £2,533, then 23 monthly 
rentals of £149.00. Excess annual miles over 8000 charged at 6.63ppm. Excess charges also apply if you breach manufacturer servicing or maintenance guidelines or if the car exceeds BVRLA Fair Wear & Tear guidelines for its age/mileage when it is returned to Vauxhall Leasing. Package 
includes Road Fund Licence and Vauxhall Assistance. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. Prices and details are subject to change without notice. You will not own the car. For full specification and T&Cs contact your local Retailer. ALD Automotive Ltd., trading as Vauxhall Leasing, BS16 
3JA. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. A Applicants must hold a full, valid driving licence and be 18 years or over to qualify for a test drive. #MPG figures are official test data and may not reflect real driving results. 
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Call 

01895 

833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
Email: 

info@gnholidays.com 

Web: 

www.gnholidays.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

You cannot book these 
self-drive breaks direct 
with the hotels 

©ABTA 


Swinging Sixties Seaside 

£209pP *3 nights semi-all-inclusive • Friday 6 February, 2015 


Party 


Warner 

Corton 

Suffolk 

Coast 


Drinks 

6pm to 
Midnight 


EIOpp 

Deposit 


Join us for a private party that takes a trip down memory 
lane at Warner Corton, on the Suffolk Coast near 
Lowestoft. Enjoy live entertainment from The Fortunes, 
Union Gap and a Tribute to Frankie Valli, plus Free Drinks 
every night and lots of nostalgic fun. 


. 


£1 Drinks 

7pm to 10pm 
Each Night 


r fftn 


Entertainment 
Each Night 


Join us in Worthing for a 
Winter Warmer Party and 
enjoy £1 drinks and live 
entertainment every night. The 
Chatsworth is one of the finest 
hotels on the south coast, just 
a stone’s throw from the sea 
and a short stroll to the town 
centre. All bedrooms are en- 
suite and a lift services all 
floors. 


INCLUDED: £1 drinks from 7pm 
to 10pm both evenings - pint 
of house beer or small glass of 
wine 

• 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts 

• Live nightly entertainment 

• 2 nights sharing an en-suite 
bedroom with TV & free wifi 


EIOpp 

Deposit 


Over 40s 
only 


Quote W01-K0S 


Bournemouth Spring Party - Sundiff Hotel 

£l8^PP *4 nights half board plus • Monday 2 March, 2015 



Join us for a spring break at one 
of Bournemouth’s premier 3 star 
hotels, The Suncliff, situated on 
the resort’s prestigious East Cliff 
within easy walking distance of 
all its attractions. The Suncliff has 
an indoor leisure complex with a 
heated pool, sauna, mini gym and 
squash courts with viewing 
gallery (small charge applies). 
You will also enjoy a 99P bar and 
live entertainment every evening. 


INCLUDED: 99P bar 6-9pm 
nightly - house beers and 
spirits, wine by the glass, 
pumped soft drinks & mixers 

• Live nightly entertainment 

• 4 breakfasts and 4 dinners 

• 4 nights sharing an en- 
suite bedroom with TV & 
tea/coffee tray - upgrades 
available 


Drinks 

6pm to 9pm 

Enter¬ 
tainment 
Each Night 

EIOpp 

Deposit 


Over 40s 
only 


INCLUDED: Free Bar from 6pm to midnight every night 
for house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks & mixers 

• Entertainment 

• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 

• 3 nights en-suite CFIALET - upgrades available from 
£234pp 


Over 40s 
only 


Quote CW2-K0S 


Worthing Winter Warmer Party - chatsworth Hotel 

£ 99 pp • 2 nights half board plus • Fridays 30 Jan & 13 March, 2015 


Eastbourne Bargain Break -seafront Shoreview Hotel 

£69?? • 2 nights half board • 20 February, 6 & 13 March, 2015 

a 


m. 


lUJil 


Enjoy a late winter or early spring break at 
the Shore View Hotel on Eastbourne’s 
seafront. The hotel has been recently 
refurbished to provide a high standard of 
comfort and convenience for guests. Its 
seafront location ensures a short walk to 
the resort’s town centre and other 
attractions. Relax with a drink in the hotel's 
bar and enjoy the panoramic sea view. All 


bedrooms are en-suite with Freeview TV, j 
tea and coffee-making facilities and free 
wifi. 

INCLUDED: 

# 2 nights sharing en en-suite bedroom 
with TV, free wifi, tea & coffee-making 
facilities 

# 2 breakfasts & 2 dinners 


Spring Back To The Sixties Party 

£l2Qpp • 3 nights half board plus • Friday 13 March, 2015 




■-* • 


Drinks 


Enter¬ 
tainment 
Each Night 


Quote BM3-KOS 


Join us for a private party that 
evokes the heady days of the 60s 
at Pontins Pakefield, on the 
Suffolk Coast near Lowestoft. 
Enjoy live entertainment from The 
Tremeloes and the Swinging Blue 
Jeans as well as tributes to The 
Beatles and Buddy Holly, plus 
Free Drinks every night and lots of 
nostalgic fun. 


INCLUDED: 3 Free Drinks 
per person per night- 
house beers & spirits, 
wine by the glass, pumped 
soft drinks & mixers 

• Entertainment 

• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 

• 3 nights en-suite 
CHALET - upgrade 
available 


EIOpp 

Deposit 


Over40s 
only 


Quote US3-K0S 
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Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed independent 
hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent hospital based at the 
William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent medical and surgical facilities 
supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have state of the art diagnostic equipment 
and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in vacancies for the following staff: 

Healthcare Assistant Endoscopy - Margate 

Part time Hours: 20 per week Salary: £8.45 per hour Closing date: 23/01/2015 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Maths and English GCSE A - C Grade • NVQ 2 or equivalent in relevant studies 
• Previous experience in Endoscopy 
To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, 

please contact: Dennis Sutton, Theatre Liaison Manager on 07833 237881 

Audio Typist - Margate 

Fulltime Hours: 37.5 per week Salary: £17,597.25 Closing date: 23/01/2015 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Maths and English GCSE A - C Grade * 2 years working in a medical environment 
• Audio Typing * Excellent IT Skills (Word, Excel, Booking systems) 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Julie Pain, Administration 
Supervisor on 01843 234558 

For a job description and application form please visit www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 
Alternatively, please contact Jo Wright, Senior HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 245961 E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 

Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 

This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 






THE NEW SCHOOL AT WEST HEATH 

Ashgrove Road, Sevenoaks, Kent TNI3 1SR 

"Rebuilding lives through education" 


The New School at West Heath is a Specialist Independent Residential School for 
diverse range of needs, Co-Ed, age 10-19 providing education and therapy for 
male and female students with whom have emotional & social communication 
difficulties. 


Support Worker 

Starting Salary:£16,954 pa - Full Time - Term Time Only 
Monday to Thursday 1300 to 2330 
Every 3rd Friday 1030 to 1630 


Part Time Support Worker 

Salary pro-rata - Term Time Only 
Wednesday & Thursday 1300 to 2330 

Experience of working with young people in a formal caring capacity is required. 
Holding the NVQ 3 - Children & Young People would be desirable but not 
essential as the School would support successful candidate to work towards 
Children & Young People Workforce Diploma. Car driver is desirable. 


School Nurse 

Salary:£24,00 pa - Full Time - Term Time Only 
Monday to Friday 08.30 to 17.00 

Suitable applicants will be Register General Nurse or have a Specialist Community 
Public Health (School Nurse) qualification. Knowledge and experience of 
providing first aid and healthcare needs for the children. Experience with caring 
for children with chronic illness will be advantageous. 


Teaching Assistant 

Salary:£12,973 pa - Full Time - Term Time Only 
Monday to Friday 0830 to 1530 

Supporting students individually and/or in groups with their academic, personal 
and social development. This role can be demanding and challenging but very 
rewarding. The School works towards helping students develop life skills and 
enjoy social activities. Previous experience and working in a SEN school is 
preferred but not essential. The School has approval status from the DfE and has 
an excellent rapport with both parents and the Local Authorities. 

The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young adults. Successful candidates will be subject to an Enhanced DBS check. 
Application and JD can be found on the web-site www.westheathschool.com 
Contact lynne.mcgrath@westheathschool.com 
or tel: 01732 460 553 if you have any questions 
Closing date for applications is 21st January 2015 


sjb medical 

Registered Nurses: RGN, RMN, RNLD 
Paramedics, OTs and Physios 

£32,000 - £44,500 dependent on 
experience and location 

For further information or to apply with your CV, please email 
iobs@sibmedical.com or call 020 7832 1980 


AVENUE BUILDING COMPANY 

Specialists in Healthcare Construction 


Wanted due to expansion within our nationally based company 
the following positions have arisen 

2x self motivated electrically biased 

Site Foremen 

to work within the medical pre-installation field 
Must be willing to work away from home. Salary negotiable 
in the first instance please send CV by email only to 
smiller@avenuebuilding.co.uk 
No Agencies - No telephone calls 



EWT (DARTFORD) LTD 

Long established family business requires 


Class 1/C+E Night Drivers 


for Dartford and Paddock Wood depots. 
Delivering fresh produce to wholesale markets 
across the UK. 

Occasional nights out • Top spec trucks. 
Weekly pay • Pension. 

£35,000 to £37,000 per year. 

Sunday to Thursday or Monday to Friday 
plus sixth shift available. 

Contact EWT Dartford on 01322 279886 
or apply in writing with your cv to 
soneil@freshservice.co.uk 



Abbey Court School 

“We grow people” 

Abbey Court School provides a stimulating, challenging and safe learning environment 
where pupils and staff efforts, work and achievement are celebrated. 

We are currently looking for a 

Teacher for pupils with severe and profound 
learning difficulties to commence Easter 2015 

MPS/UPS + SEN + TLR 2C £2,587 (TLR with previous experience) 

Abbey Court School is currently located in pleasant surroundings on 2 sites; Rainham (Nursery & 
Primary) and Strood (Secondary & Further Education), and caters for pupils aged 3-19 with Severe 
Learning Difficulties. The school has educational resources of enviable proportions and has been 
judged ‘outstanding’ in the last 2 Ofsted inspections. This post would suit newly qualified teachers, 
or those wishing to gain further experience of SEN. Comprehensive induction and training will be 
provided. Telephone enquiries and informal visits to the school welcomed 
Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey Court School, 
continuity and consistency of support is paramount and therefore candidates for all positions 
will need to commit to the full working hours of the post. 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 
people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Any offer of appointment 
for post is subject to a satisfactory Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure 

Closing Date: 16th January 2015 - Interviews: 27th January 2015 
For further details and a job description, please contact Mrs Linda Taylor, Abbey Court School, 
Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP (01634 338236), stating the position for which you are applying 


Be part of our successful team 

Media Sales 
Office based Executive 

Plus bonus potential 

Here at Archant Kent we are looking for a Office based Media Sales Executive 
in Ashford to support and increase business in our publications and online as we continue to grow. 

We want ambitious people to join our successful sales teams and are looking for 
IT-literate individuals who are task focused with a good eye for detail. 
You must be able to communicate well both verbally and in writing. 

If you think you have the talent we require, you are ambitious, target driven and 
want to be part of our growth plans then we want to hear from you immediately 

The exceptional benefits include five weeks annual leave, and a contributory pension and life assurance 
scheme (after qualifying period). A wide range of voluntary benefits include a cycle scheme,childcare 
vouchers, contributory private health scheme and Archant Gold (charity matched funding). 

To find out more: wvsnv.archant.co.uk/vacancies 
or email: employment@archant.co.uk 



archant} 


Kent on Sunday KENT LIFE 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending January 11,2015 53 























Fill your job 
vacancies fast 

To advertise in this section call: 

0845 671 4460 and 020 8477 3720 

email appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 



BIRCHWOOD PRU 

Folkestone 


Requires an 

OFFICE MANAGER (P.A. and Finance) t.t.o 

Start date 23 March 2015 
Salary from £ 19,032 - £ 20,877 (pro rata) 
Deadline for applications 30 January 2015 
For information or application pack contact 

office@birchwoodpru.kent.sch.uk or 
01303 851187 

Visits welcome by appointment 


Care Staff 


Assistant Manager 

Required for residential care home in Folkestone 

We are looking to recruit an enthusiastic and 
committed person. 

Must have Minimum NVQ Level 3 Qualification, 
And Experience in the role above. 

Please call Miss Julia Carter (Home Manager) 
on 01303 254019 

Subject to enhanced DBS check and satisfactory references 


Top IO Tips 

for writing a CV 

Before you send off your CV or upload 
it to a job board you need to be 100% 
confident you are putting your best foot 
forward. 


O Check and double check grammar 
and spelling 

□ Exaggeration - Don't be tempted to 
invent qualifications or embellish the 
extent of your work experience. 

□ Keep it concise and clear - Less is 
more. Aim for two pages, maximum. 

O No repetition - Always check that you 
haven't used the same words for 
describing different skills, work 
experience, or interests. 

□ Tailor Your CV - Don't be tempted to 
send the same CV to a large number 
of employers.Tailoring it will give you 
a better chance of success. 

□ Presentation - Use a commonly used 
font such as Times Roman or Arial 

□ Highlight achievements - Remember 
the purpose/goal of the CV is to get 
the interview - it needs to stand out 
and help you sell yourself. 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


□ Back up with examples - Try to 
include examples of any skill or 
achievement.This will give an 
employer an idea of how you have 
used your skills. 


0 


Use your friends and family - Get 
someone to proof read your CV. 


C J1 Keep it fresh - Update y 
whenever you've gained 
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THE M2 MOTORWAY JUNCTIONS 1 - 2 
TEMPORARY OVERNIGHT CLOSURES 

Notice is hereby given that the Secretary of State for Transport 
has made an Order on the M2 Motorway, in the County of Kent, 
under section 14(1)(a) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
because works are proposed to be executed on the road. 

The effect of the Order is to authorise the overnight closure of the 
following: 

(a) the coastbound carriageway of the M2 between the tip of the 
nosing of the ‘off’ link road at Junction 1 (A289) and the tip of 
the nosing of the ‘on’ slip road at Junction 2 (A228); 

(b) the Londonbound carriageway of the M2 between the tip of the 
nosing of the ‘off’ slip road at Junction 2 (A228) and the tip of 
the nosing of the ‘on’ link road at Junction 2 (A289); 

(c) the slip road leading from the coastbound carriageway of the 
M2 at Junction 2; and 

(d) the slip road leading to the Londonbound carriageway of the 
M2 at Junction 2. 

These measures are in the interests of road safety to enable 
contractors to undertake resurfacing, road marking, reinstallation 
of studs and all associated carriageway works. 

It is expected that the work will last for approximately 3 weeks 
starting on or after Monday 2nd February 2015 between 
20:00 and 06:00. 

The Order will come into force on 31 January 2015 and have a 
maximum duration of eighteen months. 

During the closures outlined above, traffic affected will be diverted 
via the A289, A2 and the A278. 

The carriageway closures, slip road closures and diversion routes 
will be clearly indicated by traffic signs when they are in operation 
during the works periods. 

D Walker, Network Delivery & Development, Highways Agency, 
Department for Transport, Ref: HA/SE/2014/A2/152 
Enquiries relating to this notice may be made in writing to A 
Patel, Network Delivery & Development, at the Highways Agency, 
Federated House, London Road, Dorking, Surrey, 

RH4 1SZ (e-mail: arvind.patel@highways.gsi.gov.uk) or by 
telephoning 01306 874 131. http://www.highways.gov.uk 

M2 MOTORWAY JUNCTIONS 4 - 6 
TEMPORARY TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS 

Notice is hereby given that the Secretary of State for Transport 
has made an Order on the M2 Motorway, in the County of Kent, 
under section 14(1)(a) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
because works are proposed to be executed on the road. 

The effect of the Order is - 

(a) to impose an overnight temporary mandatory 50mph speed 
restriction on - 

(i) the eastbound carriageway of the M2 between Forge Lane 
overbridge and the tip of the nosing of the ‘on’ slip road at 
Junction 5 (A249), 


(ii) both carriageways of the M2 between Primrose Lane 
overbridge and 1004 metres east of Sawpit Road 
overbridge, 

(iii) the eastbound carriageway of the M2 between the tip of 
the nosing of the ‘off’ slip road at Junction 6 (A251) and 
Selling Road overbridge, 

(iv) the westbound carriageway of the M2 between Selling 
Road overbridge and the tip of the nosing of the ‘on’ slip 
road at Junction 6 (A251), and 

(v) the westbound carriageway of the M2 between Vinsons 
Farm underbridge and Bull Lane; 

(b) to authorise the overnight closures of the following: 

(i) in phases the eastbound carriageway of the M2 between 
the tip of the nosing of the ‘off’ slip road at Junction 4 
(A278) and the tip of the nosing of the ‘on’ slip road at 
Junction 6 (A251), 

(ii) the westbound carriageway of the M2 between the tip of 
the nosing of the ‘off’ slip road at Junction 6 (A251) and 
the tip of the nosing of the ‘on’ slip road at Junction 4 
(A278), and 

(iii) all slip roads leading to and from the carriageways 
described at (b)(i) and (b)(ii) above; and 

(c) to authorise overnight hard shoulder running on both 

carriageways of the M2 between points 500 metres east and 

500 west of Bottom Pond underbridge. 

These measures are in the interest of road safety while contractors 
undertake resurfacing, structure works, reinstallation of studs and 
loops and all associated carriageway work. 

It is expected that the work will take place for approximately 
4 Vz months starting on or after Monday 19 January 2015 between 
20:00 and 06:00 (maximum period). 

The Order will come into force on 17 January 2015 and have a 
maximum duration of eighteen months. 

During the closures outlined above, traffic affected will be 
diverted using the A229, M20, A249, A20, A252 and the A251. 

The diversion route will vary depending on the closure in place. 
Traffic at Medway Services wanting the Travel Lodge will need to 
follow the signed diversion route at Medway Services. 

The temporary mandatory speed restrictions, slip road closures, 
hard shoulder running, carriageway closures and diversion routes 
will be clearly indicated by traffic signs when they are in operation 
during the works period. 

D Walker, Network Delivery & Development, Highways Agency, 
Department for Transport, Ref: HA/SE/2014/M2/164 
Enquiries relating to this notice may be made in writing to 
Mr B Vishnubala, Network Delivery & Development, at the 
Highways Agency, Federated House, London Road, Dorking, 
Surrey, RH4 1SZ (e-mail: bala.vishnubala@highways.gsi.gov.uk) 
or by telephoning 01306 878 114. http://www.highways.gov.uk 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

LANMAX PLANT TRANSPORT LIMITED 
of 41 WARWICK ROAD, KENNINGTON, 
ASHFORD TN24 9EL is applying to change 
an existing licence as follows. To keep an extra 
2 goods vehicles at the operating centre at MC 
TRUCK & BUS LTD, THE LINK PARK, 
LYMPNE INDUSTRIAL PARK, HYTHE, 
CT21 4LR. 

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre(s) who believe that 
their use or enjoyment of that land would be 
affected, should make written representations 
to the Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy 
of their representations to the applicant at the 
address given at the top of this notice. A Guide 
to Making Representations is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s office. 
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Notice of an Application for the Variation 
of a Premises Licence (Licensing Act 2003) 

Notice is hereby given that WKM Leisure Ltd has applied to Ashford 
Borough Council for the Variation of Premises Licence for extending 
provision of late night refreshment and extending the sale by retail of 
alcohol hours for the premises The Ashford Club situated at 2-8 High 
Street, Ashford TN24 8TD. 

A register of licensing applications can be viewed at the Licensing 
Section, Ashford Borough Council, Civic Centre, Tannary Lane, 
Ashford, Kent, TN23 1PL 01233 330721 by appointment. 

Any person wishing to submit representations to this application must 
give notice in writing to the address shown above, giving in detail the 
grounds of objection by 02/02/2015. 

Dated this 05/01/2015 

The Council will not entertain representations where the writer requests 
that his identity remains anonymous. Copies of all representations 
will be included in the papers presented to the Licensing Panel and 
will therefore pass into the public domain. Representations must relate 
to one or more of the four Licensing Objectives: The prevention of 
crime and disorder, public safety, the prevention of public nuisance 
and the protection of children from harm. 

It is an offence, liable on conviction to a fine up to level 5 on the 
standard scale (£5000), under Section 158 of the Licensing Act 2003 
to make a false statement in or in connection with this application. 



Folkestone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y14/1395/SH - Stop 24 Services And Port Early Arrivals Stanford 
Intersection Stanford Kent CT21 4BL - Reconfiguration and 
extension of the existing lorry park to provide an additional 60 
lorry parking spaces, together with the erection of replacement 
customs building and toilet block. 

Y14/1293/SH - The Bakery High Street Elham Kent CT4 6TB - 
Installation of replacement windows. 

Y14/1413/SH - The Rectory Rectory Lane Saltwood Hythe Kent 
- Works to trees situated within a conservation area comprising 
the felling of a Sycamore (C) and an Ash (B) and the reduction in 
height by approximately 5 metres of a Sycamore (A) together with 
the cutting back of branches encroaching over power cables. 
Y14/1403/SH# - The Cottage Madeira Road Littlestone New 
Romney Kent - Works to trees situated within a conservation area 
comprising: Cherry (T3) reduce height by 3 metres; 2 No. Willow 
(T4 and T12) crown reduce back to previous pruning points; 
Willow (T5) reduce to 2.5 metres (to forked crown); 2 No. Cherry 
(T6 and T9) reduce height to re-shape; 2 No. Cherry (T10 and Til) 
3 metre overall crown reduction and reduction back to boundary 
of overhanging branches. 

Y14/1415/SH - Old Robus Canterbury Road Lyminge Folkestone 
Kent - Listed building consent for the use of The Coach House 
annexe as self-contained dwelling. 

Y14/1414/SH - Old Robus Canterbury Road Lyminge Folkestone 
Kent - Use of The Coach House annexe as self-contained 
dwelling. 

Y14/1260/SH - 7 Marine Point Radnor Cliff Folkestone Kent 
CT20 2TX - Installation of replacement balcony double doors 
with bi-folding doors. 

Y14/1187/SH - Various Locations In Sandgate High Street 
Sandgate Kent - Listed building consent for the erection 
of ‘windows into the past’ story boards at number 46 and 61 
Sandgate High Street. 

Y14/1418/SH - 2 Albion Villas Folkestone Kent CT20 1RP - 
Change of use and conversion from three self contained flats to 
four self contained flats. 

Y14/1419/SH - 2 Albion Villas Folkestone Kent CT20 1 RP - 
Listed building consent for internal alterations in connection with 
conversion from three self contained flats to four self contained 
flats. 

Representations can be made in writing either on line on 
the Council’s website, by email to planning@shepway.gov. 
uk or in writing to the Head of Planning and Environmental 
Health, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2GY. Please always quote the 
application reference number. Comments should be made in 
writing within 21 days from the date of publication. Please note 
that any representations received will be publically viewable on 
the Council’s website. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 
Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

Note: This is not a full list of applications received. All planning 
applications can be viewed and comments made online at http:// 
searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning and Environmental Health 
Shepway District Council 
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Sport 

No more money 
for Darts’ Burman 


Manager unlikely to get much cash for transfer window buys 



Football 


PRINCES PARK: Unlikely to get many new players during the transfer 
window this month 


By Jamie Weir 

Jamie.Weir@archant.co.uk 


DARTFORD FC’s finance director has 
said that the club must tighten its 
belt, despite struggling in the Vanar- 
ama Conference. 

The Darts, who currently face rele¬ 
gation, sit 22nd in the league after a 
poor festive period which saw them 
lose all three matches they played. 

And it appears that the team have 
problems off the pitch too, with the 
club’s finance director, Jason Outram, 
saying that Dartford ‘cannot spend 
what it does not have’ earlier this 
week. 

He wrote in an open letter to 
supporters that he hopes the club will 
progress to higher levels, but said 
that ultimately, Dartford’s success 
was dictated by the amount of 


money available to the club. 

The club had managed a run of suc¬ 
cess in the FA Cup, reaching the sec¬ 
ond round, and banking a cool 
£43,000 in prize and TV money. It 
was also expected to have taken sig¬ 
nificant gate receipts after its cup 
matches. 

This had led Darts fans to hope that 
its manager Tony Burman would be 
given a sizable chunk of cash to spend 
during January’s transfer window to 
help get the club out of the relegation 
zone. 

But despite the FA Cup cash, Out¬ 
ram wrote that it was unlikely there 
would be much money left in the 
budget for Burman to make any big 
buys during the January transfer 
window. 

The finance director said that al¬ 
though he hoped to squeeze a little 
extra out of the budget for Burman, 


‘this is not going to mean we can af¬ 
ford significant changes’. 

Outram said: “So far we have met 
our expectations financially, but we 
have not exceeded them by much. 

He said that the club had to be pru¬ 
dent to ensure they were stable, al¬ 
luding to the period in 1992 when the 
Darts found themselves struggling to 
stay afloat. 

He said: “My fellow board members 
are very cognisant of the events of 
1992 and we do not want to repeat 
that time again. This does mean we 
cannot always do what we or the fans 
want. 

“We do however understand, and 
share, the fans’ concern over the posi¬ 
tion in the league we currently find 
ourselves. It would be good to be able 
to increase the players’ budget, but 
without additional revenue the head 
has to rule the heart.” 


Sponsors needed for promising Kent athlete 


TUNBRIDGE Wells athlete Scott 
Richardson has launched a cam¬ 
paign to raise funds to support his 
bid for a gold medal at the Middle 
Distance Triathlon European 
Championships later this year. 

The 34-year-old, who is an 
accomplished marathon runner, 
finished fourth for Team GB in last 
year’s championships in Majorca. He 
was unlucky, missing out on a spot 
on the winners podium by a slim 
margin - just over a minute. 

The race in Majorca was the 
athlete’s first attempt against 
competitors at that standard, and his 
brush with success has spurred him 
on. 

He has begun to take coaching to 
improve his swimming technique, 
and has also started a fundraising 
campaign - this will enable him to 



ATHLETE : Richardson is trying to 
raise money to fund his training 


spend more time training. 

He said: “I’m a personal trainer as 
well as a triathlete and what I really 


need is time. My girlfriend supports 
me and my parents do too. My mum 
even helps with things as simple as 
washing and cooking up batches of 
food so I’ve always got enough. 

“My dad has an engineering 
background and is very tech-orien- 
tated, so when I went to Majorca he 
helped by taking apart my bike to 
travel and putting it back together 
before the race. 

“It all adds up, but I believe this is 
the perfect time to ask for support by 
sponsorship as I am coming off my 
most successful season ever. As well 
as funding the race itself, sponsor¬ 
ship would enable me to reduce my 
working days, giving me more time 
to focus on my training and bringing 
home the gold at Rimini.” 

Find out more about sponsoring 
the athlete atpledgesports.co.uk 


j_ V i. » Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

QpOlT dJ JllS or call Jamie Weir on 01233 653481 


Two Kent cricketers 
join the Lions in Africa 

TWO of England’s Lions from Kent County 
Cricket Club got their chance to roar this 
week, joining the squad in their match 
against South Africa in Soweto. 

Sidcup-born spinner, Adam Riley, made 
a late appearance after both he and Kent 
batsman Sam Billings were omitted from 
the initial squad. 

But it was a good thing Riley was 
included in the line up, as he took a wicket 
with his first ball of a two-over spell in the 
final session. 

The 22-year-old managed to outfox 
Gauteng big hitter Bradley Dial. 

Riley said: “It was a good catch by Alex 
Lees. He plucked it out of the air one 
handed at mid wicket after the batsman 
slogged it pretty firmly. 

“It was good to actually get a bowl in the 
game though, obviously didn’t play in the 
first half of the game so I wasn’t sure if 
there would be the opportunity to bowl in 
the second innings. Shame the rain came 
at the time it did as I would have liked a 
few more overs.” 


SPITFIRE: More familiar 
territory for the players 




KEEPER: Matt Armstrong-Ford will join the Blues in goal 

Blues bolster defence 
signing new keeper 


MARGATE Football Club has signed 
a new goalkeeper, Matt Armstrong- 
Ford. 

The 25-year-old will be competing 
with the Blues current keeper, Nikki 
Bull for the number one jersey and a 
regular spot in goal. 

He has been off the pitch for a 
season, after suffering an injury 
while playing for Hastings United. 

Before that injury, he had been the 
club’s top keeper, and was slated to 
be stopping shots for Hastings when 
they met Middlesborough in the 
Third Round of the FA Cup - that was 


during Hastings’ run at cup glory in 
the 2012/2013 season. 

But he picked up an injury to his 
knee in the second-round replay 
against Harrogate Town which kept 
him off the pitch, and he decided to 
take some time out to recover fully. 

The keeper said that he was 
excited to be joining the club, but 
that because he’d been out of the 
game for a while, he thought it may 
be some time before he was picked 
regularly for Margate. 

He has joined the Blues on a 
non-contract basis. 


Schoolboy still number one 


TONBRIDGE schoolboy Helshan 
Weerasinghe has retained his 
national junior boy masters table 
tennis title. 

The tournament didn’t start well, 
with the youngster losing his 
opening match to Cleveland’s Billy 
Forster. He battled back, narrowly 
avoiding two further losses after he 
saved match points in both games. 


The 17-year-old didn’t get the best 
start to the event held at the BATTS 
TT Centre in Harlow last weekend. 

Weerasinghe only managed one 
practise session ahead of the 
tournament having just returned 
from holiday. The Judd School pupil 
remains the national junior singles 
champion and retains his national 
number one junior ranking. 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

¥ Twitter @KentSport f Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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Small Selection of our Current Vehicles 



12 Registered 

Kia Cee’d 1.6 CRDi 2 
EcoDynamic 

27,400 miles, Was £11,794 

Now Only £9,485 


11 Registered 

Mercedes-Benz 
C Class 2.1 CDi 

25,679 miles, Was £18,064 

Now Only £15,934 


save 

£ 2,309 


save 

£ 2,130 


61 Registered 

Nissan Juke 1.6 
Acenta 5dr 

18,865 miles, Was £10,533 

Now Only £8,652 


61 Registered 

Nissan Qashqai 1.5 
DCi N-Tec 5dr 

33,180 miles, Was £13,033 

Now Only £10,871 


save 

£ 2,162 



12 Registered 

Vauxhall Corsa 1.4i 
Active 5dr 

8,293 miles, Was £8,614 

Now Only £6,391 

save 

£ 2,223 



62 Registered 

Vauxhall Insignia 
2.0 CDTi SRi 


12,377 miles, Was £13,944 

Now Only £12,160 


save 

£ 1,784 



13 Registered 

Vauxhall Zafira 1.6i 
WT Design 

9,121 miles, Was £11,354 

Now Only £9,394 


save 


£ 1,960 



14 Registered 

Vauxhall Zafira 2.0 
CDTi SRi 5dr 

5,504 miles, Was £17,103 

Now Only £14,357 

save 

£ 2,746 


WAS NOW SAVE 

62 BMW 1 Series 1,6116i Sport 8,649 miles £15,812 £14,556 £1,256 

61 BMW 1 Series 2.0 TD118d M Sport 30,124 miles £16,183 £14,497 £1,686 

61 Chevrolet Aveo 1.4 LT 5dr 20,874 miles £7,304 £6,337 £967 

12 Citroen C41.6 HDi VTR+ 5dr 23,109 miles £9,064 £8,099 £965 

57 Fiat Grande Punto 1.4 Sporting 18,463 miles £5,000 £4,000 £1,000 

62 Ford Fiesta 1.0 (s/s) Titanium 16,006 miles £10,874 £9,144 £1,730 

13 Ford Fiesta 1.0 EcoBoost (s/s) 12,378 miles £11,423 £9,668 £1,755 

59 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 3dr 47,279 miles £6,631 £5,483 £1,148 

61 Ford Fusion 1.6 Titanium 5dr 21,865 miles £8,592 £7,043 £1,549 

11 Ford Ka 1.2 Titanium 3dr 32,206 miles £7,111 £5,906 £1,205 

13 Ford Kuga 2.0 TDCi Titanium X 5dr 8,693 miles £22,545 £20,516 £2,029 

61 Honda Civic 1.8 Si 5dr 45,477 miles £10,081 £8,700 £1,381 

63 Honda CR-V 2,2 i-DTec (DAB Audio) 13,937 miles £20,702 £19,338 £1,364 

63 Honda CR-V 2.2 i-DTec SR 5dr 15,678 miles £21,882 £20,501 £1,381 

63 Honda CR-V 2.2 i-DTec SR 5dr 12,331 miles £22,202 £20,842 £1,360 

62 Hyundai ix351.6 Style 5dr 4,065 miles £13,978 £13,142 £836 

60 Hyundai Santa Fe 2.2 CRDi Premium 20,863 miles £15,990 £15,221 £769 

13 Infiniti FX 3.0 TD GT 5dr 14,400 miles £27,742 £27,311 £431 

14 Jeep Grand Cherokee 3.0 CRD 7,827 miles £33,653 £30,961 £2,692 

14 Jeep Grand Cherokee 3.0 CRD 3,734 miles £40,783 £37,671 £3,112 

62 Kia Soul 1.615dr 14,377 miles £9,223 £9,000 £223 

61 Kia Soul 1 .6 CRDi 2 5dr 34,624 miles £8,222 £7,165 £1,057 

61 Kia Soul 1.6 CRDi 2 5dr 20,655 miles £8,642 £7,246 £1,396 

07 Kia Sportage 2.0 CRDi XS 5dr 69,005 miles £7,401 £6,484 £917 

61 Land Rover Range Rover Sport 24,702 miles £37,174 £35,258 £1,916 

08 Mini Clubman 1.6 TD Cooper D 5dr 54,354 miles £8,664 £7,464 £1.200 

59 Mini Convertible 1.6 Cooper 2dr 38,782 miles £9,901 £8,629 £1,272 

61 Mini Hatch Cooper 1.6 3dr 15,985 miles £11,014 £10,115 £899 



11 Registered 

BMW 1 Series 2.0 
TD118dM Sport 

17,770 miles, Was £16,573 

Now Only £14,875 

save 

£ 1,698 


12 Nissan Juke 1.5 DCi Tekna 5dr 32,554 miles 

61 Nissan Juke 1.6 Acenta Premium 8,108 miles 

62 Nissan Note 1.4 N-Tec+ 5dr 8,443 miles 
61 Nissan Note 1.4 N-Tec 5dr 25,299 miles 

61 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 DCi Acenta 5dr 19,882 miles 
61 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 DCi Acenta 5dr 17,459 miles 

61 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 DCi Acenta 5dr 12,850 miles 

62 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 DCi Acenta 5dr 15,356 miles 
14 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 DCi Acenta 5dr 1,758 miles 
61 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 DCi N-Tec 5dr 36,172 miles 
61 Nissan Qashqai 1.6 Acenta 5dr 13,788 miles 

61 Nissan Qashqai 1.6 Acenta 5dr 21,857 miles 
58 Nissan Qashqai 2.0 Acenta 5dr 43,775 miles 
07 Nissan Qashqai 2.0 Tekna 5dr 19,224 miles 
61 Nissan Qashqai 2.0 DCi N-Tec 5dr 8,320 miles 
61 Nissan Qashqai+ 21.5 DCi Acenta 13,444 miles 

10 Nissan Qashqai+ 21.5 DCi N-Tec 21,403 miles 

13 Nissan X-Trail 2.0 DCi N-Tec+ 5dr 18,806 miles 

11 Nissan X-Trail 2.0 DCi Tekna 5dr 29,582 miles 
61 Peugeot 2071.6 HDi Access 5dr 50,645 miles 
61 Peugeot Bipper 1.3 HDi Tepee 12,107 miles 

12 Peugeot Partner 1,6 HDi Tepee 14,315 miles 

61 Renault Grand Scenic 1.6 Expression 6,712 miles 
61 Renault Kangoo 1.6 Expression 5,552 miles 
61 Skoda Fabia 1.2 S 5dr DSG10,360 miles 
64 Subaru Outback 2,0 D SX 5dr 1,001 miles 
64 Subaru XV 2.0 D SE Premium 5dr 1,300 miles 


£12,303 £10,500 £1,803 
£11,633 £9,756 £1,877 
£10,374 £8,336 £2,038 
£8,072 £6,466 £1,606 
£12,283 £10,474 £1,809 
£11,584 £10,550 £1,034 
£11,553 £10,699 £854 
£12,823 £11,000 £1,823 
£18,853 £18,000 £853 
£12,793 £10,739 £2,054 
£11,185 £9,660 £1,525 
£10,740 £9,836 £904 
£9,554 £8,517 £1,037 
£9,544 £8,000 £1,544 
£16,841 £15,324 £1,517 
£13,110 £12,221 £889 
£13,405 £11,352 £2,053 
£20,141 £19,191 £950 
£17,711 £17,163 £548 
£6,931 £5,887 £1,044 
£7,733 £6,386 £1,347 
£10,662 £9,109 £1,553 
£9,362 £8,601 £761 
£7,783 £6,801 £982 
£8,842 £7,407 £1,435 
£27,943 £27,204 £739 
£25,451 £23,807 £1,644 



Chevrolet Cruze 1.6 LS 4dr 

19,051 miles, Was £6,979 

Now Only £5,860 

save 

£ 1,119 


61 Vauxhall Agila 1.2 SE 5dr 16,240 miles 
61 Vauxhall Astra 1.4i WT Exclusive 15,088 miles 
13 Vauxhall Astra 1.6i WT Energy 4,225 miles 
61 Vauxhall Astra 1.6i WT SE 5dr 22,242 miles 
63 Vauxhall Astra 1,6i WT SE 5dr 13,671 miles 
61 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi 5dr 19,219 miles 

61 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi 5dr 9,993 miles 
13 Vauxhall Astra GTC1,4i Sport 8,700 miles 

13 Vauxhall Astra GTC 1.6i SRi 3dr 11,808 miles 

12 Vauxhall Corsa 1.0i S 5dr 32,162 miles 

13 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2i 3dr 19,813 miles 

12 Vauxhall Corsa 1,2i Active 3dr 14,557 miles 

13 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2i Energy 3dr 8,596 miles 
11 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4iSE5dr 14,017 miles 

14 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4i SE 5dr 12,996 miles 

13 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi Elite 18,297 miles 

62 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SE 5dr 9,454 miles 

13 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SE 5dr 21,060 miles 
62 Vauxhall Meriva 1.3 CDTi (a/c) 20,451 miles 
61 Vauxhall Meriva 1,4i Exclusiv 5,250 miles 

61 Vauxhall Meriva 1.7 CDTi SE 5dr 12,570 miles 

62 Vauxhall Zafira 1,6i WT Design 18,434 miles 
61 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi Elite 29,322 miles 

61 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi Exclusiv 24,655 miles 
11 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi Exclusiv 5,473 miles 
61 Volkswagen Polo 1.2 Match 3dr 30,723 miles 
61 Volvo S40 2.0 SE 4dr 10,356 miles 
61 Volvo S40 2.0 SE Lux 4dr 45,237 miles 


£7,452 

£6,046 

£1,406 

£9,121 

£7,816 

£1,305 

£10,950 

£10,056 

£894 

£8,989 

£8,029 

£960 

£11,084 

£9,398 

£1.686 

£9,832 

£8,438 

£1,394 

£10,092 

£8,700 

£1.392 

£11,494 

£9,746 

£1.748 

£12,981 

£11,531 

£1,450 

£7,042 

£5,301 

£1,741 

£9,533 

£7,845 

£1,688 

£7,794 

£6,214 

£1.580 

£8,144 

£6,481 

£1.663 

£8,333 

£6,701 

£1,632 

£9,372 

£7,971 

£1,401 

£15,413 

£13,327 

£2,086 

£12,652 

£10,552 

£2.100 

£12,383 

£10,588 

£1,795 

£11,184 

£10,377 

£807 

£8,711 

£7,464 

£1,247 

£9,122 

£7,703 

£1,419 

£10,404 

£8,879 

£1,525 

£10,304 

£8,472 

£1,832 

£9,282 

£7,916 

£1,366 

£9,732 

£8,337 

£1.395 

£8,444 

£6,832 

£1,612 

£10,901 

£9,561 

£1,340 

£10,082 

£8,489 

£1,593 


Barnes Auto Store 


Cb 


Part of 

FGBarnesGroup 

Delivering excellence since 1899 


7 


Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
Kent ME15 9YF 
Telephone: 01622 755531 

www.barnesautostore.co.uk 



Cars shown for illustration purposes only. All vehicles with savings have been available at the higher price for a minimum of 10 days. *Saving based on Infiniti FX 3.0 TD S Premium 5dr, 22,653 miles. 
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